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© 1987 iPCfDAN DARE. LTD 

Part of the Don Dare Nosta/gva Cohection 
bcensetf Worfdw^e by Dan Dare ltd. 



The story so far, . , 

The Mefoan has returnee/, cunning as even to take revenge on 
the. Planet Earth. In this bid to become ruter of earth the Meteon 
has developed a new genetica/Jy engineered race , . . the 

SUP£RTRE£NS' 



WINTER ISSUE I9SS 


Commodore 64/128 cassette £8.95 disc £12.95 
Spectrum 48! 128/+2 cassette £7.95/+3 disc £14.95 
Amstrad CPC cassette £7.95 disc £14.95 


TSQu Crf.BE a 


To save the earth someone must destroy the Mefcan space ship 
before the Super freer?* can he launched. There is only one way to 
defeat the Mekon - face to fore. There is only one man for this 
mission.., DAN DARE! 


Ploy Don Dare — or The Alehon ir? this follow up to Don Dare - The piiot pf the future, The 
game that was voted the ZZap 64 Arcade Adventure of !9B6 t and was declared a Crash 
Smash, C + VG Hit/ A Sinciair User Classic, and your Sinclair Mega Gome. Dan Done - 
Me/cons Revenge is not to be missed/ 


Available frvrrt dif go*d retaiknof dlKet ftom Virgin Gomes, t/4 Vernon Vcrd, Portobcifo Road,, Condon W|f 2L>X 
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News 

AMS Meets HRH, new 
software and a clean head 

Gallup chart 

Christmas changed the 
chart: Ten new entries. 


Letters 

Views on software 
simplicity; ietter 
duplication. 



Adventures 

BUI Brock meets Ingrid 
Bottomiow, looks at the 
second flight of Passengers 
on the Wind, gens up on 
his nursery rhymes and 
fights the Sorcerer Lord. 



Applications 


Help with Mini Office and 
Printers. 



The Hairy 
Hackers Haunt 

Vax and Justin present 
useful aids to getting high 
scores. 



Cage Page 

Miscellaneous problems 
dealt with on Micronet. 


FEATURES 



PD Software 

We sort the great from the 
garbage. 




Educational 

software 

There are valuable lessons 
to be learned from 
educational software — but 
not always what the 
manufacturers intend. 



Dan Dare II Map 

The essential guide to 
playing Virgin's new space 
siizler. 


COMPETITION 


17 


Ram Expander 

Win ElOO's of goodies to 


expand your Arnold - he'll 
love you for it. 


REVIEWS 



Pascal review 

It may call itself Pascal, but 
even at a bargain price this 
rom is not Wirth buying. 



Scruples 

Dare you play the game 
which might probe your 
character a little too 
deeply? 



35 


Family fortunes 

Who was your great-great- 
great-great-great- 
grandfather's brother? 



You could 
find out. 


00 MicroStuffer 

00 If time is money then this 
printer buffer should pay 
for itself. 


r# 


71 



57 

59 


Arnold artist 

Jill Lawson offers advice 
on the paint packages* 

Star Wars 

Domark has launched the 
game which shook the 
arcades ages ago. 



Jet Bike 
Simulator 

Codemasters' most 
expensive game to date 
still justifies the price. 



Dan Dare II 

The pilot of the future 
takes a second romp 
around the innards of your 
Arnold. 


PROGRAMMING 


41 

46 


Treasure Hunt 

A fun LizTing from D. L. 
Lau. 

Basic tutor 

Jeff Walker explains how 
to write a parser. 
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Amstrad is a registered trade mark, and with the 
title Am&trad Computer User, is used kvrrft the 
permission of ArrtStrad pic. No pwj of this 
publication may be produced without permission. 
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Following hot on the heels of the international award winning adventures The Pawn 


s and The Guild of Thieves comes Jinxter, a sophisticated and immensely humourous 
\ adventure from Magn ettc Scrolls. 

If you would like to receive further informa tion on existing Magnetic Scrolls 
releases, just complete the coupon and send it to :- 


Telecom Soft, First Floor, 

% S 


64-76 New Oxford Street, 
London WC1A IPS. 

\ 


Oh No-Not Another 
Magnetic Scrolls Adventure... 

Yup. Sorry. The team that gave 
you The Pmt'n and 'The Guild of 
Sis if iif s vv e ren 't satisfied with 
international acclaim, the best 
graphics in the business, and a 
parser so smart it'll understand 
every word even you type. 

"Let's improve the system," they 
said, "Let's doemi better 
graphics" they said. 'Let’s have a 
crazy fairground and a cloud that 
thinks it's a World War il fighter 
pilot, and a peculiar bloke in a 
herringbone overcoat, and a 
railway disaster, and a plot to 
destroy civilization. Oh ves - 
let's not forget the World's 
Strongest Beer. Right?" 

"No," vve said, "calm down. 1 a ke 
it easy." But would thev listen? 

Jinxter. Maybe flaw they 1 1 1 be 
satisfied... 


Available wwfori 




</■ 




Atari ST £24.95 
Amiga £24.95 
C64 Disc £19.95 
IBM £24,95 

MAC £34.95 

■^TVi vf find fL 


^ Apple II £19.95 

AmstradPCW £24,95 
Amstrjd6128 £19.95 
Atari 800 £19.95 

* Spectrum +3 £15,95 


Telecom Soft, First Finer, 64-76 New Oxford Street. \ 
Iwiitm VfCIA IPS. \ 






























A PPC for HRH 


ON a recent tour of the Mid¬ 
lands, The Prince of Wales 
was presented with an 
Amstrad PPC by Alan Sugar 
as part of a charity package. 

Amstrad is usually reluc¬ 
tant to support charities, 
taking the view that there are 
so many worthy causes that 
simply administrating which 
charities to give to makes the 
whole process a nightmare, 


This means that when 
Amstrad does give to charity 
it needs to be an especially 
deserving organisation, Such 
is the charity 8iC (Business in 
the Community}, which aims 
to give the unemployed in 
the Midlands a high-tech 
springboard. Amstrad has 
donated a number of PC 
1640s, a cash grant and 
some computer training. 


PRETTY IN PRINT 


QUALITAS is a program 
which produces a higher 
than standard quality of 
output on a dot matrix prin¬ 
ter. 

It has been a popular 
product with many Amstrad 
owners for quite a while 
now, but there are some 
unfortunates who have prin¬ 
ters which are incapable of 
producing a high enough 
resolution to work with it. 

Now more people will be 
able to use Qualitas, because 
CLdl tas Plus is available. 
Compatible with Shinwa and 
Epson double density 
modes, it makes more use of 


the 6t29's banked ram and 
has a number of features 
which are sure to make exis¬ 
ting owners want to buy the 
new software. 

Three fonts can now be 
stored in memory, tables of 
up to 16 columns can ba set 
in proportional fonts, the 
font editor has been 
improved and there is direct 
access for the top bit, which 
means that all the characters 
which appear on the screen 
can be made to print. 

It costs £19.95 on disc or 
£12.95 on tape: For more 
details'contact Seven Stars 
on 06284 3445. 


The same, 
but 

cheaper 

A NAME which makes a fre¬ 
quent appearance in the soft¬ 
ware charts, but otherwise 
does not make much noise, 
is that of budget specialist 
Alternative Software. The 
company often repackages 
hits from the past, and Roger 
Hqlly, the MD is seen here 
being bitten by the Piranha 



bug as he celebrates the 
imminent release of that 
company's older titles for 
£1-99. 

First out will be Trap Door 
and Pqpeve, soon to be 
followed by Rogue Trooper, 
Strike Force Cobra and Nos- 
feratu. 

The show 
that grows 

THE scene is set for what 
promises to be the most suc¬ 
cessful Amstrad Computer 
Show ever in the Great Hall, 
Alexandra Palace from Feb¬ 
ruary 4 to 6. 

Response from exhibitors 
has been so enthusiastic that 
already extra space has been 
booked to cater for increased 
demand for stands. 

The show - ninth in the 
senes - will stage a number 
of exciting product launches 


for CPC users as well as 
offering a large selection of 
bargains. 

School Software - famous 
for its educational packages 
- will have continuous 
demonstrations of its Maxi 
Maths, Maths Mania, Better 
Spelling, Chemistry, Geogra¬ 
phy, and Physics programs. 

Siren Software is launch¬ 
ing three new products for 
the CPC - Hack-lt, a utility 
program for hackers, Micro 
Design, a page makeup DTP 
package, and a mouse 
interface with software- 
in addition to the launches. 
Siren is promising "tremen¬ 
dous software bargain 
offers". 

One of the biggest attrac¬ 
tions will undoubtedly be the 
Amstrad Theatre - so 
popular with visitors to past 
shows that it has been en¬ 
larged to meet the demand. 

As at previous shows, lots 
of bargains will be available. 

Wash that 
dirt right 
outta your 
head 

IT's been a long lime 
coming, but at last there is a 
way to clean the heads in 
your Amstrad disc drive. $BS 
has launched a disc and fluid 
and for £9,95 you will be able 
to dean the drive 15 times. 

it looks like a standard 
3.5in disc but contains a felt¬ 
like fabric. You wet the 
cloth with the "specially 
formulated cleaning fluid" 
and run the disc in the drive 
for 30 seconds. 

Having not had any trouble 
with dirty heads for three 
years, ACU doubts the need 
for this. However, profes¬ 
sional cleaning is very 
expensive and losing data 
potentially crippling. 
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Solid Gold US Gold 

9.99 

The fahbv conversion of Gauntlet is- the star of the 
show, with a strong supporting cast in the form of 
Ace of Acas, Leader hoard. Winter Games and Infil¬ 
trator. 

NE 

100 

Game Set and Match Ocean 

12 95 

Compilation with a sporting bent. Ten games give 
ovef 20 events including Daley Thompson's 
decathlon, tennis and shDoling. Bound to toughen 
up the wrist muscles and wear out the joystick. 

ME 

98 

Grand Prix Simulator Code Masters 

1.99 

Still in the chart, this establishes the Oliver twins as 
Code Masters Nol programming team. Why buy 
Super Sprint when ibis is better and cheaper? 

2 

94 

Pro Ski Simulator Code Masters 

1.99 

It may be The time of year for sk: g^rriss, but our 
tame instructor didn't think much of this one. 
Certainly no piste de resistance. 

1 

93 

Live Ammo Ocean 

9.95 

Army Moves. Ram bo. Green Berret, Top Gun and 

The Great Escape are just one of the many offer¬ 
ings in the post-Christinas glut of compilation 

tapes. 

ME 

86 

Out Run Sega-US Gold 

995 

The number i arcade tjams doesn't quite come off 

on the small screen without the moving chair and 
shaking wheel. Baautiful graphics but unrealistic 
gameplay makes it an also ran. 

NE 

81 

Dizzy Code Masters 

1.99 

Cute sprites don't hide the tedium In. the Olliver's 
Hickory multi-room jaunt. In a chart which has seen 
a record eight new entries, this has held up well. 

5 

75 

Combat School Ocean 

8.95 

An excellent conversion of the GS game,, put 
together by a large programming team, However in 
essence it is another track and field loystick 
crusher. 

NE 

63 

' BMX Simulator Code Masters 

1.99 

One of the hest sailing Amstrad games ever. Cyc- 
ling simulator besl piayefi with a friend - a good, 
fun g am a with a low price. Similar to Grand Prix 
simulator. 

8 

61 

| Magnificent 7 Ocean 

1 9.95 

Head over Heels. Cobra, Short Circuit, Frankie goes 

to Hollywood, Arkanoid. Wirball and The Great 
Escape make seven, so Yie Ar Kung Fu is thrown in 
free. 

NE 

55 

10 Pack Gremlin Graphic 

9,99 

Last month there were no new compilations in the 
chart. The Christmas jamboree has changed all 
that, this bargain bundle is Gremlin's gift. 

NE 

53 

Renegade Imagine 

8.95 

A game which has been brilliantly programmed by 
John Brand wood with graphics by Mark Jones, but 
lacks raste. Horrific and violent. This month's 
fastest fallen 

9 

52 

■ Soccer Boss Alternative 

1.99 

You too can be Captain Bob Maxwell - control Che 
whole fir&t division if you like. Mo options to buy 
teams from rock stars ihough. Simple but 
absorbing. 

6 

51 

Match Day II Ocean 

8.95 

Amazingly accurate football simulation, deserving 
a much higher place in the chart. This is one which 
wilt run, run and run. Then score 

NE 

51 

* Indiana Jones US Gold 

9.95 

Arcede conversion time again. Competently ended 
version of the game of the game of the film. 1 think 
I'll wait for the T shirt. 

7 

50 

-* World Class Leaderboard US Gold 

9.95 

Fresh air, exercise, getting away from it all. Ail the 

excuses golfers use to justify their hobby fall flat 
when it comes to the home computer vsrsion. Still 
it's & good, relaxing game. 

4 

48 

- Paperboy Bite 

8.95 

Hugely popular game which shows that quality is 

mure important than meeting deadlines. No sound, 
bur plenty of thrills and sppNs- Avoid the road - it's 
dangerous. 

12 

48 

- Joe Blade Players 

1.99 

Simplistic Mode l wander around the prison game. 
2D sprites, includes a fruttrating juggle-the-letters 
puzzle to prime a bomb. 

3 

45 

Elite Collection Elite 

14.95 

Bomb Jacks 1 & 11, Frank Bruno's Boxing, 

Commando, Airwolf, Ghosts end Goblins, Bat¬ 
tleships and Paperboy look a much better buy than 
our peddling friend on his own at number 17- 

NE 

43 

: Ollie and Lisa Firebird 

1.99 

What's this doing in the chert? It's been out ages. 
Still it's a good game and really deserves a chart 
place, even if it is right at the bottom. 

20 

43 


E 


Non-mover 


Up 


Douvn 



New entry 
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£229 for all that? 




"What’s this-a new printer?” 


“Yes, it’s the very latest, the industry compatible Multi-font 
LC-10 from Star, there are features included as standard not 
found on printers sometimes twice the price... 



"Oft realty-tike what? 


inel - so you don’t have to 
fiddle with DIP switches - 
k a built-in p ush tractor 

for low form tear-off, 

And you don’t even 
have to take the tractor 
paper out to autoload single 
sheets with the LC-IO’s paper 
parking. There’s a large 4K 
■ buffer - it’s even got six NLQ fo 

Bk as standard. It prints at a realistic 

IS 120 cps and has a really fast NLQ 
at 30 cps”. 


“Hey, that sounds good, but ir hat 
about quality? You *d have to go a long 
way to heat the print quality on that 
NL-10 you ’pe got”. 


‘True, but they ’ve even 
improved on that 
and you can change 
all the resident fonts 
at the touch of a 
button”. 


u Hmm y that’s ^ 
realty easy-£229 
for alt that? I 
wonder if my 
dealer trill 
have any 



PRINTERS FOR BUSINESS 


Star Micronjcs U.K. Led * > A di vis-i on of 

Craven House, 40 Uxbridge Road, Star Micronies Co., Ltd., Japan. 

Ealing, London W5- 2BS. 

Telephone: 01-8401800, 


- 

I Id like tojmd out if my dealer has any left. Please send me tan I.C- W brochure □ j 

I Phase send me details of the Star range of dot matrix printers □ Or just call Belinda I 
f mi Qt-8401829. ' I 

l Name - Company— ___ I 

> i 

f Address,_ ____ i 

I P ___ Postcode __ I 

I I 

f Telephone _ i 

[_ LC AJJ 3 j 


Price exel VAT. 


















.dSlfe ...the Warrior King, 

it | The latest hit coin-op From Taito. 

' /• Lands that produce men of 

tegend, dragon slayers, lie in his shadow - 
guardians of evil fear his fire spewing sword, 
the axe he weilds as swift as lightning. State of the art programming ^ 

makes a true simulation of the Arcade hrt for your home micro. Enjoy superb 
graphics and realistic action as RASTAN takes on a world of dangers-magical 
wizards, fire breathing lions, bats, snakes, skeletons and finally the living dead 


Is it more than you can handle? 


In the knife-edge 
world of the vigilante there 
is no place to rest, no time to 
think - but look sharp - there is 
always time to die! From the city 
subways to the gangland ghettos you 
will always encounter the disciples of evil 
whose mission it is to exterminate the only 
man on earth who dares to throw down the 
gauntlet in their path - the Renegade, a 
breathtaking conversion of the ar cade hit by 
Taito now for your home computer. With all 
the original play features. 

PLAV RENEGADE . . . PLAV MEAN! 


ALL GAMES AVAILABLE FOR: 

SPECTRUM COMMODORE AMSTRAD 

7.95 ea. 8.95 ea. 8.95 ea 

CASSETTE 


COIN-OP 




































































More arcade 
magic from the 
SNK label. Psycho 
soldier is tipped for the 
top as her thirst for action 
and adventure takes her to even more strange 


dsw Having survived the 

/'■ bloodsucking monsters of the first 
J&r phase, you progress on to the actual 
jMr Road Itself, 

MW This is where the fun really begins. You will meet 
Jar vampires, two and three headed monsters - the 
r head will fly at you on its own Just when you think you 
are gaining the upper kind , 

Collect icons to build up the firepower necessary to fight 
off your aggressors. 

Action and excitement all the way with this 

_ macabre and unusual game; which has that 

^ elusive extra something to keep you 

'O* coming back for more. 


ALL GAMES AVAILABLE FOR; 

COMMODORE SPECTRUM & AMSTRAD 

12.95ea 14.95 ea. 

v DISK 


(g) hiogiii* h c r^r.iered trademark 
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We r j seeled ever) more s 
yot all that's new in the 
Amst ad marketplace 
-so we’ve moved to... 


AlMlSlT 


10am - 6pm Thursday, 


10am - 6pm Friday 


10am - 5pm Saturday, 


presentations in 
the Amstrad Theatre 


This is YOUR chance to 
try out for yourself the 
new Amstrad portable 
- the machine the 
press is raving about! 


© h, / 


This is YOUR chance to meet top people in 
the world of Amstrad. Among them will be 
experts from: 


Bring this coupon to the Show 
to get 50p per person off the 
normal admission price of 
£3 (adults), £2 (children). 


Artuik-iiii 

Advajifaq# 

Amsind L‘«r CLuib 

H -'U ri-.K ElbuciHti nn.rti SiifivMj* 

CDS 5 c few At* 

Compact SoffwatH 
Computes B'jiiliihDtn 
Conned SyaicrTU 
CFM 
Cumana 

ljHirih.aHH Py,hli^niLnr ,5 

LlH.lri.p-hL’II*' 

Dbdttlt Ae»nch 
Direct Disk SuppLies 


Stafidti 
□ uLlHBlCft 

Harlow Computer Centre 
deafUiiu- CommnnLonlirona- 
ffiSV Cnrnpvi^r 5 *.Tviii#n 

10 

Mai 

Kaviti Oompuler linpphcs 
Kite Dectrorucs 
Xc-mpatooi Data 
HTCS Electrwiicq 

]j*u irLiilliriai r,Tk:iah 

MAP UoD.'.puruig 
Mtfgui Maker 


Minerva Systems 
MWD 

NjdntckL L'iiJnviiiiLiig 
Pace- Micro Techndo^r 
Prechricm. Software 


y | Thursday, February 4, 10am- 6pm 
Friday, February 5, 10 am-6pm 
—* Saturday, February 6, 10am-5pm 

Alexandra Palace, London N22 


A 

% 

k 

«er 

^ -c 

4$ 



IP 

j 


Efciidric Dd 5 1 Tibutio ji-'GST 
Klaeivu Muidr RftftMKb 
E'iuir,rj:i CompiLhe-t Synenw 

Finnlirfm MirT-nK 

tiarwDod 

'Gl-rnriep PubluJiap.g 


Metrotac 
TYlsL-ru JlriVUiA 
MicxnLonk 

Mitmi hUU CrimjniE-ipr 

Mjctotie* 

Midp* M«iL OrdHT 


The Electric Studio 

Tirith 

Trybrtdgn 

TwillstaT Com pm tars 

ZllTIHf'.-TJT 

1512 Lcvdependent* 


How to get there: By British Rail to Alexandra Palace station 
(9 mins, from King's Cross), then FREE shuttle bus to the show. 
By road from junction 25 on the M25 (15 mins). Free parking. 


A27B 


APCW 1 sa (28) 


















































































Not so merry 


I HAVE just bought the December issue of ACU, 
and like iast December's issue you hardly 
mention, if at all, that Christmas is upon us. 

Whereas I support the fact that you don’t 
appear to exploit Christmas in any way, "A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR" to 
all your avid supporters would not go amiss. 

S.R.McDonald, 
Stamford, Lines. 

LD: The December issue went on sale in the UK at 
the beginning of November, and it seemed a bit 
early to start wishing people Happy Christmas 
then. 

By the time the magazine gets around the 
world we only just make Easter in some of the far 
flung places. Even this did not dissuade the Hairy 
Hacker from being suitably festive. 


Simple stepping stones 


I WAS interested in R H Henson's letter (ACD 
January 1988) regarding the relative popularity of 
word processor software. ! have recently 
changed from Mini Office to Pretext, having 
found the former to have several limitations in 
the production of a club newsletter. 

These are notably in reformatting text to differ¬ 
ent page widths, printing other than in the centre 
of the page, and changing print styles in mid¬ 
sentence without leaving a six-character gap 
where the embedded commands were. 

I would certainly agree that Mini Office is much 
easier to learn to use, especially for someone 
who has never used a word processor before or 
is not too familiar with computers. In fact (would 
not recommend Protext for the complete novice. 

But once the user comes to grips with Protext, 
the extra power, flexibility and lack of idiosyncra- 
cies more than compensate. As for lack of on¬ 
screen help, there has to be a compromise, or 
there would be no room left for word processing. 
The Protext Manual is much shorter than War 
and Peace, and is very well-written and cross- 
referenced. As for Henson’s Law, that surely can 
only be true of Icon driven software. 

David Bozon, 
Nottingham. 



CONCERNING the letter "Calculating in assembly 
language", [ACU January 1988), perhaps the 
following might be of some help. Two books 
appear to contain the required information. They 
are; 

§ Amstrad whole memory guide ICPC464) by' 
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Club complaint 


I REFER to your reply to Mr Mike Southey under 
the heading of Disc delay. Frankly, I was disgus¬ 
ted by what appears to be an attitude of "you join 
the club or do without". 

Is it the case that once one has purchased an 
Amstrad product, then a form of lease, or bribe, 
has to be taken out through the club before 
spares or accessories can be purchased? After all, 
this is what your reply would seem to imply. 

I feel that Amstrad must be operating a monop¬ 
oly sales technique in this regard, and this is not 
in the customer’s interest, a case surely for the 
Monopolies Commission. 

I am a recent Amstrad purchaser with a CPC 
6128. This machine was purchased from Dixons 
in August 1987 and came complete with a pack¬ 
age of software, Soft 1010, by Microscript. 

I have had two copies supplied by Dixons and 
both will not operate due to an error which one is 
requested to report to the supplier, I have done 
this and at their request wrote direct to Amstrad 
on the subject. 

I still await a reply and your response to Mr 
Southey might well offer a hint of why I have 
received no response, I am not En the club. 

Now my approach will be to move to another 
manufacturer's product, first returning my 6128, 
complete with software, and requesting a refund 
on the grounds that the package was unfit for the 

► 


Send your letters to: 
Lance Davis 
Letters Editor 
Amstrad Computer User 


Don Thomasson, published by Melbourne 
House, ISBN 0-86161-199-3. 

§ Anatomy of the CPC's iauthors not named), 
published by First Publishing Ltd. ISBN 0948015- 
462, 

Neither is an "official 1 ' publication but both 
appear to fulfil a need, It appears that the 
memory of all CPC's is sufficiently similar to 
ensure that the first book is relevant to the 6128 
despite its subtitle, 

6.A. Doyle, 
Wolverhampton, West Midlands. 
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COIN-OP 


R[«H 11*144, 
LEWri L 


The latest hit coin-op from TSifo 

^ K m. in J *1 ■ Ih. n. K Alij- n i-. nf ln.iart.-l £ I ■ Z ‘ £ IlC S PI Kl C C haijH 


Lands that produce men of legend, dragon slayers. lie in his shadow - 
* ^uardiansifftvn fear his fire spewing sword, the axe he weilds as swift as 
[LghlninglState of theart programming makes a true simuJation of Lhe 
Arcade foir^Gur home micro. enjoy superb graphics and realistic action as 
RASTA IH ta k e ? o n a wo r I d of dan g e rs - ma gic a I wiz a rd s . Tie treat hin g I ion s. hats 
snakes, skeWwns and finally iht living dead. 

_is it more than you can handle? 


I I’M? 11 sod rn>ni Till I? cprp.. !?«€■, Kro^m-n med-far 
^.nctrfid, EpflctriLTn, I" om mods re b_Y i it: -ip-mc Software-, 


ine Software Limited * 6 Central Street ■ Manchester M2 5NS ■ Tef: 061 834 3939 ■ Telex: 669977 













purpose for which it was sold. 

First, I have written to Dixons head office to see 
if they can do better than my local store, but I will 
consult with my Trading Standards Office failing 
my obtaining satisfaction. 

Mr J.Collier, 
Kinross 

LD: The User Club is not limited to members. 
Anyone can buy from them - it's just that the 
prices are keener if you join. They keep good 
stocks of all Amstrsd products and so would 
always be my first port of call when I wanted to 
buy a peripheral. 

Both spares and customer services are run by 
entirely separate companies to the User Club - 
they couldn't find out if you were a member if 
they wanted to. Your accusation that they will 
only help if you ‘'bribe" them is totally unjust. 


Going South 



l AM the owner of an Amstrad CPC 6128 and am 
moving to Hong Kong with HM forces shortly for 
two years. I rely heavily on the CPC both for 
home and work use, and I am concerned that the 
heat and humidity will damage the system. 

I would appreciate any advice or assistance 
you could offer me on this matter. 

G P. Barlow, 
Warminster, Wilts. 

LD: Many parts are made there. 


Good software 


I FIND you are always saying that certain games 
are available from any good software shop. 
Please could you possibly spare a page to list a 
few of these type of shops, I am sure other 
readers would be very grateful if you could do 
this. 

I also think your Gallup Chart is so helpful as to 


* 

which games to buy. I am ordering the Christmas 
Cracker games for the CPC 6128 on disc. 

I am only 10 years of age and find program¬ 
ming rather difFicu't- Please could you make 
some simple, easy but fun programs for any 
other children, I love adventure games and they 
are my favourite topic in your magazine. 

Georgina Pearce, 
Lightwater, Surrey. 

LD: It's difficult to find good software shops. I like 
JKL in Uxbridge, Adams World in Edgware and 
Finchley, Pilot Software City in Rathbone Place 
off Oxford Street and the Virgin shops in Oxford 
Street and near Marble Arch, but it is difficult to 
keep an eye on all the shops. 

If you find a good dealer try and buy all your 
software there, loyalty pays in the end. 


.. .— 

Copying games 


I AM thinking of giving my CPC 464 a new home 
and acquiring a new CPC 612SM, the disc drive 
being the importance here. Can you tell me is it 
possible and legal to transfer my 50 or more 
games on to disc, bearing In mind that the 
original copies of the games will not be sold but 
donated to my nephew as a gift along with the 
machines? 

My second problem is not so much to do with 
computers but with an article I read about certain 
accessories for them in a newspaper. The article 
was about boxes (Red Boxes I believe they were 


called! 1 which were plugged into the mains sock* 
ets prior to plugging In whatever electrical appli¬ 
ance - say an electric radiator - that you wished 
your micro to control. 

With this system you needed an attachment on 
your mains supply to stop your commands affec¬ 
ting anybody else's boxes in the street, or vice 
versa. 

My problem is this: We have a baby alarm that 
works on the mains circuitry, trouble is that it 
picks up two or more of the same devices in our 
area. 

Would the same attachment used to stop send¬ 
ing your micro commands out into the local area 
stop noises from other baby alarms coming into 
my house? 

Last but not least, does anybody know how to 
get past the pedal-powered generator in Vampire 
without the game resetting itself with loss of all 
lives even In cheat mode? 

C.W. Smith, 
East Lothian. 

LD: Firstly it is illegal to make copies of a game,. 
whatever you do with the original. I can just see 
the Bank of England accepting a photocopied 
fiver on the basis that you have lost the original. 
No form of copying is legal. 

I doubt that the Red Boxes would help you r 
baby alarm problems. The supply ought to be 
suppressed as it comes into your house - check 


► 
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with the local electricity board. GIS, who make 
the Red Boxes, may be able to offer some advice. 
They are on 048087 464. 


More expensive? 


I am writing concerning the 26 per cent increase 
in your magazine. I mentioned this in a recent 
correspondence to the user dub and they sug¬ 
gested I write to you. I know you say at the end of 
the magazine that you will be putting more ar¬ 
ticles in r but I cannot see this justifies such an 
increase. I only hope you will be putting more in 
for the 464, as lately you have concentrated more 
on the later models. 

The price increase does not affect me at 
present as I get mine through the User Club, but I 
expect when my subscription falls due it will be 
increased, which will not only reduce the 
members but will also reduce your readers. 

$ Barker, 

Hull. 

LD: The very first issue of CPC 464 User was 
published in August/Sep tember 1934 at a price of 
Cl, that was reduced to 95p for many months, 


then about two years ago we went bacfr to a price 
of a 

To be honest, the odd Sp does not make that 
much of a difference, it’s just that newsagents 
find it easier if they don't have to give change. 

The new price of £1.25 represents the first real 
increase in three years. This is pretty much in line 
with inflation, we don't like doing it but feel it is 
the best way to keep ACU up to the standard to 
which you have become accustomed. 


Protext pontif nation 


i WAS surprised at Mr Henson's implication in 
your last issue that Protext is difficult to use - he 
must have a different version from mine. 

Being a computer illiterate, and totally unin¬ 
terested in anything but using programs for my 
immediate needs, I still find the original Pretext 
on rom very easy to use and prefer it to Mini 
Office II or Tasword for simple word processing - 
which is all I require of it, 

■ It is easy to ignore its other features, which are 
obscure and of no interest to me, Protext has 
bugs and eccentricities like most other programs. 
Notably it seems impossible to add text to 
columnar layouts without adjusting all subse¬ 


quent columns, and, rarely, for no apparent 
reason, it may continue a line forever instead of 
ending at column 80 but I forgive it these for its 
immediacy and memorable instructions. 

For really painful word processing try using the 
Macintosh, which is more like a difficult arcade 
game. 

David Dowd. 


Multiple prints 


YEUK! In reading your letters page \January 
19881,1 was disgusted to see the re-use of a letter 
by Graham Steele. It previously appeared in 
C.W.TA {December 1987} under the title "Play it 
again". This he did, I feel it unfair that this can 
hapoen. Please go tD his abode, and break his 
legs- 

M Pielow, 

Drumcondra, Dublin. 

LD; You are not the only correspondent to have 
commented on this. It is impossible to check to 
see who has been sent copies of a letter , I'd say 
that your solution is a trifle draconian, but I'll 
think about it. ff/J/ 



Advantage 


Fauconberg Lodge, St Georges Road, Cheltenham GL50 3DT 
Telephone 0242 232307 (ACU) 


OUR PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AMD VAT 


The Advantage policy; 

* AH items are nemfally in stock 

* Wa Ed ns to despaith sJl ordsrt by [he nut wcrkng day 

* We refund payment N you are not Jflbslfad far any reason 


Order by post or telephone W& tecopt Sterling tfieques, Ah^es 3 Visa. Pteas* «nd a SAE 
ffllh all enquiries. Remoter fa abate which computer you are using. 


HIGH LEVEL LANGUAGES FOR PCW & CPC 


Membra may etoduet E£ eif sad* item befaw Overseas please arid £3 F»r compiler 

+ MUX C COMPlLER-full Kemighan-Rifchte Imptoril&nfatejn with lutorial.. . ES9 05 

- MIX C SPLIT SCREEN EDlTOR-Uwiul companion to MIX C and any wmpJer .Ett 95 

* MIX ASM UTI LITf-Integrate Assembler into yOur C program .LB 95 

1 MIX EXAMPLES-AJI the tutored source code typod in ready fa oompite. CB 05 

- NEVADA COBOL-Cfan Step compile and run ANSI-1974 standard. Pull manual . £20.95 

* NEVADA. PASCAL-F^oating pant sequential and random indexed file L-*0 .. £2Q.&5 

* NEVADA FORTRAN-Raadom LO ANSI: X3.&-1066 Forfran tV. Wiffl trace debugging. £29.95 

+ HISOFT C-FopiAar compter with G5X graphic* library and EDM editor.....£3*.95 

■ PASCAL GO-An exten^iwp implementation □! Jensen/Wirlh with EOBO editor .£33.95 

1 FQRTH-FasL compact compiler wiflh GSX graphs* and Screen adtw.. .»£1&.95 

■ ZBASIC-TAdvflftced and powerful BASIC compiler witfi debugging support. . ..£59.95 

■ D6VPAC BO VE-TTw lateral assembly language development tool from Hisdt ■ C3fi.9S 

* KNIFE PLUS-Disc sector editor, damaged disc recovery. Dmfa A OT 0 * 0&12 .............£13.95- 


DISC SOFTWARE FOR PCW & CPC 


The best From the Fubtic Domain, tailored tor Amsfrad computed nmnifig CP/W+ and lUHy 
documented by Advantage. Each dsc has MENU jeteefion and sorted directory Mittens 
may defaict £i off the pnoo Overseas- please add £1. 


APPLICATIONS 


+ TEXT EDITOFt-Easy lo usa tell screen eriSfaf wish automate word-wrap, page breads, pnntSf 
control. G*nti*tw ASCII files - ideal far cwFipiter source code. ..-. tTSA 

* DATABASE-A relational database sunabte far storing simple data end reports and 

farms I a tiers from the data. Free formal query language wilh macros aiid commands. Features 

in line help Disc also contains inventory Database.. < ....-.£7.00 

+ FIXED ASSETS LOG-Ftecofd up to 350 items and their value. Usafri far home inventory, 
insurance, Block fating control Indudes farms management and sort routine. - .£7.00 

* VIDEO CLERK-Kmp Track of yOur video cdfactipn with this powerfri database system 

Features 4 sort optkms and forme management plus extensive docunsnlaOOn .£7.00 

s STD CODEBOOK-All the UK COdH in numeric order W*1h corresponding endianges.£7.05 

' PCW DESKMASTER-Desk-top appointment! calendar, calculator, aiemc-wntef. cwd tile 
database Disc includes label pnnfar. kome accounts, mortgage emulator, weather forecaster. 
u*a r a£B far drive M window generator......£7.00 

* PCW GRAPHICS—User-designed graphics drawing program, screen loni dosser - ready-to 

use tent sets Biamorph-fascinating graphic demo dl natural selecboni. .£7.00 

* CGMMUhMCATKWJS-UH Modem 7 far CPC and FCW, Hermit, MEX and iflVIlItt . .£7.00 


UTILITIES 


* COMPLEAT UTlUTIES-NewBweflp - «H-k»y erase copy rename print: Superzap disc Ofafaf 

_ tndjF fey teeter or fite; Unerase erased files; EMscfat A - multi-dwce rise famiattef, otters 17Sk 
cfela format far PCW and 5.25' tfl^sond (frwe iormatting, Ffaid-wnfa PCW discs on QPC; Screen 
Dump; Password. Easy Ister and mw .-.-.-... .. t?D0 

* TEXT PROCESSING Sidaways-PFtote toil, eg spreadsheet, on its skte; Sort any ASCII lisE 

rvto tfphabalici order Count; WSClean - removes higher order bits. Calender 

Danorefar. Simple SpeKng Checker mnth starter dScborfafy and editor. Sceftng card generator; 

Banner printers. Typewriter Emulator ..........,£7.00 

■ DISC ORGANISATION-Catalog your disc coileclfan end produce periled index; Ubrary 
unities rof areftfring and saving d«C ?pflr»; Fite dating system and Unsq^eze Fite 

compression far saving up to 40% *4C space .....*.....7.05 

' CPrtfl V2.2 SELECTION-For CPC4«4 ytem. FHe Manager; Compare; Find; Disc Sedor 
Editor. Kay Defines Bad Sector Piminator; Grep; Fgi Screen Testt Edfar; Easy Lister; File 
Transfer Uhll^, Unerase era&ftd MH and many mart... ..... £7 00 


PROGRAMMING 


* THE ZBO PRjQGRAMMER-ZSO Ass*mbteP r Dija5Sambter. J60 Debugger, ZBfl Library, MSG 

Disassembler, Z80 to 3OB0 translator and assented uilitie*. .....£7.00 

1 THE C PROGRAMMER-The Small C Compiler by Mika ©smswi Incudes SOMtoe code and 
25k oi doajmanlation. FrodUcea axecutable .COM fllK. ... £7.00 

■ C TOOLBOX-An assortment d C SEfanca programs, wflh chair compiled verssns, written far ■ 
variety of C oomptfare....—...-.-.-■■■■■■.£7.00 

* FORTH. STOIC * C Interpreter-Foe txp*rimenl»n kraing these languages...£7.00 


PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE 


* GAMES COMPENDIUM-Ghess, Olhelte. Mastermind. Snake, Spetil, Awari, Ufa, God, Pq*jh 

Pong, Maze, Biorhylhms, Word Search PUHfa Makar, TicTacTD .. . E7.M 

* AOVENTUHES-The famous CofaseaJ Gave Adventure pAfa two new games.C7.O0 

* AMUSEMENT^ £ DIVERSIONS-® games far PCW BASIC. Startrek, Lander. 

3D NcKtghte end Grosees, Sfamham, Otherlka, Hangman Baseball. CM War, Amencan 
Foofoad, Mare, Nite, Horse Races, BlackfaCA, Sptei, Crtcy-ft A many more ..£7 00 
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Print Master 

This superb program must 
be fhe most useful printer 
utility to date 

Will allow you to print Tas- 
Word/Protext files In a variety 
of fonts/sizes. 

Comes complete with 20 var¬ 
ied fonts. 

Font designer allows you to 
create your own fonts or alter 
existing ones. 

Semi proportional spacing Is 
available. 

Will add NLQto most printers. 

3 types of screen dump In¬ 
cluding a 16 shade mode 0 
dump, 

Very easy to use, full Instruc¬ 
tions and demos included. 

No printer should be without It. 
On disc ONLY *14.99 
CPC 464/664/6128 


Discology 


This program really is the ultimate in disc utilities. Just 
took at these features: 

Disc copier will backup 99.9% of all Amstrad discs. 

Copy multiple files in one go. 

Will also transfer files from tape to disc and disc to tape,. 
Will work with 1 disc drive but If 2 are available. It makes 
use of both. 

Uses full 128K on a 6128 or 64K or a 464/664. Utilises any 
memory expansions, 

Edit any sector regardless of format. 

Display sectors In Z8Q disassembly, hex, ascii, binary, 
octal, decimal and even as a basic listing! 

Search dlsc/file for a given string. Dump screen onto a 
printer. 

Buflt in calculator for hex to decimal conversions etc. 

Full graphically displayed explorer. 

Exceptionally easy to use . Uses pull down windows a 
nd menus etc. 

Many other unique features 
Available now on disc at £14.99 
CPC 464/664/6128 

Masterdisc/Oddjob owners, we will put Discology on the 
B side of your disc for only £9.99 


Discovery 

Plus 

Probably ihe best selling 
tape to disc transfer pro¬ 
gram for your Amstrad, This 
highly successful and easy 
to use utilEly will transfer the 
majority of Amstrad soft¬ 
ware from tape to disc. Will 
transfer 100's of programs. 
Discovery Plus consists of 5 
programs that will transfer 
headerless, hyperloaders 
and even many speed- 
locked programs from ta 
pe to disc, 

"Discovery Plus must be the 
most advanced and 
probably most efficient 
tape to disc transfer utility 
to date ' - Amstrad Action 
12 / 86 , 

Available now on disc at 
only £14.99 

CPC 464/664/6128 


Eprom Programmer 

Program your own eproms with our easy to use unit. 

This purpose buflt unit comes complete with separate 
power supply and is cased to match your CPC, Software 
on dec (can be put onto rom) will allow you to copy 
roms, edit rorrvs, and program them with full verification. 

Will even allow basic programs to be run from rom. 

A through connector and zlf socket make this device 
easy to operate. 

Will program 8K and 16K roms. 

12V and 21V programming voltage swltchabie, 

Available now only £49,99 


Ultra Sound 

An amazing program that gives you total control over 
the sound capabilities of your CPC. 

Unbelievable software speech. 

Sound digitiser 
Mini synthesiser 


Sound Blaster 

An Ideal Christmas present for any games player. 

Add super stereo sound to your computer. This amplifier 
comes complete with twin 3 way speakers and Is compat¬ 
ible with all games. 

Unbelievable high quality sound adds a new dimension to 
games ploying, 

Adjustable volume and balance controls. 

Easy to set up and operate. 

Available now at only £29.99 + £2.00 postage 
CPC 464/664/6128 

For a limited period comes complete with FREE stereo 
headphones. 


ORDERING 


We can accept orders over the telephone with Visa/ 
Access cards for immediate despatch. Why wait, please 
phone now. 

Mail orders are welcome by cheque or postal orders. 
Special offers are available only directly from us and 
must end on 28/1 /88 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


Sound effects producer 

All of these can be Incorporated Into your own programs, 
or just used as they stand. 

Available on disc at only £14.99 

CPC 464/664/6128 


Cherry Paint (worth £9.99) free with every two 
products ordered 

Buy Ultrasound together with a Soundblaster for 
only £89.99 + £2,00 postage 

Save £2.00 on Tope Utility now only £4,99 


SIREN SOFTWARE, Tel 061-228 1831 
2-4 Oxford Road, Manchester Ml 5QE 
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COMSOFT APPOINTED AMSTRAD BUSINESS COMPUTER DEALER 


Computers 


Joysticks 


CUfl 

TTTLE Of GOODS HRP PRICE 

CPC 4E4 Colour Monitor ?#8.® ££4® 

CPC ASA Mono Monitor 1 ».K 1 M.® 

CPC E12B liApfritor 398.® 579.95 

CPC 612ft WkMW MorilOf 2ft#.® £64.® 

PC 1512 DDCokwr Monitor 74ft,3$ 709® 

PC 1512 DC Mono Monitor 573,05 545.1 £ 

PC1512S0CdcurMOT*f 631,15 599.7B 

PC tSI 2 30 More? Menitor 45665 435.91 

PC 1640 DD Colour Display Mflrtfcf 561.15 51526 

PC 1040 DD Enhaittd C^our Morllcr 1033.85- 962.! 6 

PC i 640 DD Mono Dismay Monitor 084,6$ S54.41 

PC 1640 HDCoteor Dispiav Mm Icr 12®.® 1146.03 

PC 1040 HD Enhanced Ccfeur Display 1375.55 1309.91 

PC 1640 H C 1 Mono Dspiay Monitor 1033.85 UMG 

PC 1640 SO Odour Mon tor 746.15 709.03 

PC 1640 5D Enhanced Cdcul Monitor 915,55 572.91 

PC '640 SO MtiW Monitor 573.5S 545.1 £ 

PCW 525ft 343.55 336.66 

PCW $612 456.55 435J91 

PCV/ 961 2 CiW Da-fipnhwl Prhlflf £73.55 5*516 

SpatLri 12S+2 119® 132-95 

Speaf m l2St3 1 9ft« 159.95 


Printers 


TITLE OF GCKJBS 
DWP 21 so Printer 
DMP 31* farter 
BMP 40* IPPtinlw 
LQ 3500 Printer 


RRP 
159.00 
22155 
401.35 
401 35 


Printer Ribbons 


TITLE OF-GOODS HRP 

DMP20GCU21M 10(03160 Print* Ribs™ 5.99 
DMP4000 RM*cn 5.® 

DMP-1 Prnlw Rbtol 650 

La 3500 Primer f ft&re Fibbw 6 50 

PCW S25M512 Qrtwn Ritbon 699 

PCW ft25$^613 Fabric Ribbcn 6.50 

PCW 951 £ Carbon Hitbfiftfi 4.69 


Blank Media 


TITLE OF GOODS 

3" Blank 

5T Blank Discs 

10 3‘SiankDisa 

10 3 5‘ 'Dcubie Renaily MtaodfecS 

10 3-5 1 Sngle Dens tv M {iodises 

1Q5.2FD*« 

10-CIS CftfiSftbtf 


OUR 
PRICE 
151.05 
217.41 
381 28 

361 aa 


OOP 
PRICE 
4.7# 
6.44 
*-£0 
5 20 
5.94 
520 
3.91 


QUA 

PRICE 

3.00 

13.50 

24.B6 

29.9$ 

E-95 

9.95 

4.95 


TITLE OF GOODS 

125 Pus Jbyfitidi Cheetah 

BEG Cornpelban Pro Joystick 

ClEubySfldtMKTKwitcfi 
CumaetUin Pro 5000 C&ar u 5y£tidk 
Compel fcn Pro 5000 Jcys&k 
Cruiser Mr I* fiction 

&cenemy Joyswk 
Fanriastid Joy sick 
FomuAa 

iccntrdlar Geos 5$di 
JY2 Jfiyss* win 2nd Pari 
Mach 1 Pius Jo^rid 
Magnum Joystick MicraswiH*i 
Feasor GneJcyslfck 
Gdckshot £Jeystid( 

-Quckshot £ Flue Jartddi 

Dticksha 2 Turbo MiniNllcIi 

SlhStoJwalck 

Roeedkina Joystick 

Stall ghlEr IBM 3 Cant after Card 

Starchier IBM Joystick 

Stahghler Jcysnck 

IttIV ISM 4 Appl# Jo^lick 

Tk i* IBMrAppl* Joynefc 4 Control Cirri 


General Utilities 


TITLE OF GOODS 
3' Mead a*aninq Kit &k Disc 
3.5* HudOearig Kll Dae 
525* Head Clearing Kit Disc 
Monitor Sla Ion'Slant! 1 
Mouse Mat 


CUE 

PRICE 

6.95 

16.95 

14.96 

15.96 

14.96 

-#.9# 

69# 
6,9# 
13-36 
15.9# 
14,9$ 
14® 
12,50 
12.9$ 
ft® 
12.® 
14.96 
69# 
12.#9 
47.49 
£4.99 
9.59 
£9® 
49.99 


OUP 

PRICE 

ft® 

690 

5.99 
15,99 

4.99 


CPC Games 


Disc Storage Boxes 


TITLE OF QOOflS 
IDSpart 3'Disc Bases 
AMS 2UL m&i 20 x 3" Discs 
AMS2HH^B40 x3,5-Dk$ 
D01ML rnm 100 x 625* Di«& 


OUR 

PRICE 

1.5# 

12.95 

12.95 

12.95 


Continuous Paper 
& Labels 


TITLE OF GOODS 

1 DO mST Floppy Diw labels 69 jC 70 
IDOS.ES'RMpyDiKUbdsl^xSE 
IDO Address [awls 1 Acres 
100 Caswttfl Labels 89 1 41 writh OWfiUte 
100 Standard Disc Labels 55 x 35 
1000 Sheets 80yn Contteuoits Paper 
1000 Sheets A470yn Cfinteucus Paper 
1000 Sheets A4 90qn Continuous Paper 
2*0 Sheets GD^rrt tsfltifUWUS Paper 
£S0Q Sieets 60qm Ccnttouou& Paper 
2Q0#$heate A4 7Qgm Continuous Paper 
500 AdfresUtHisI Mass 
Bankglro Per 100# 

Bankgte&Par £50 
R^Sp&PwlOTO 
PavsJips Pet 1000 
Payers Par 250 
R&m titan os AdWt» Per 1M0 
Remittsioe Advice Per 25# 

SteCements Per 1000 


Dust Covers 


TITLE OF GOODS 

3000.^2160 lOQ&SlftO Printer Du&lCt** 
4000 Ptntef Difil Ccver 
CPC Dust Cover Cdour Mc«tof 
CPC Ctosi Cover Mw Mionitor 
PCI 51 £ Dust Cover Cdexir Mwiiltf 
PCI 513 Dust Cover Mono Monitor 
PCWOu6lQ(?rtf 


OUR 

PRICE 

3.00 

3.50 

139 

1.0# 

a.ft£ 

1 £.» 

1£J5 

14.95 

14.95 

17.95 
21 .#5 

4.96 

11 . 0 # 

40.0# 

32.00 

13J0Q 

26.75 

.13.00 

42.00 


OUR 

PRC6 

55# 
6 5# 
7,50 
13.95 
11.#5 
11 .* 


Detajla p4 Goodt 
500CC GrwidPrii 
E PaK 

6PakVol2 

Academy 

Ac# 

Aceqf Aoe 
Acrajel 

Advance A/i Sudo 
Aftens lEte-^cl- 
Aliens ILLS, vernon^ 
Annate of Rome 
Arlmwl 

Armageddon Mat 
Army Wves 
Asphelt 

AdWteri wsehen Manly 

Balyhoo 

Ra-'barian 

Baseball Gamestar 

Batllt Fff Mujway 

Battle ri &fiam 

Bade d Gerniany 

eg4Dompaaten 

Big 4 Vd 2 

Sack Magic 

aue’flff 

&i.ari Clough Fooltal 
&ide-d Frankenstein 
BuH&Eye 
C50 

Cafflain America 

Catdi23 

Centurions 

Cftampton^ito Foobail 
Ctwnps Water SH 
CJ**o 
Cberic 

Coin Opdaa^ics 
Cdoimra &itlige 
CdwweChess4 
Cdrisiuter Hits. 10 
Computer Hitt 2 
Cemputoi Hitt 3 
ConpulM Hitt 4 
Computer Hi*tt 5 
Computer Hit G 
CflfrvwRddff 
Cdmnowft 
De Luxe Scrttftte 
Dean Wisti 3 
Deeper Dungeons 
Deepocc Design 
Dcrftey Kong 
Dragons Lat 2 
Dragons Lai 
Dm id 

Edge Class x 1 
tnlupoflacsf 
Enterprise 
^yi dAnelad 
Even ig 5m 
Exoiw 

Bcpess Rakiff 
FA Qjp Fw*al 87 
FlSSffM Eagle 
Final Mwix 


Cm 

9.99 

9.9$ 

9.95 

9.95 
9.9# 
#.9# 
#* 

m 

9.99 

t£.9fi 

6.95 
1295 

6.9$ 

#3$ 

9* 

Sl#S 

9.19 


Our 

Price 

MB 

9.16 

8.96 

6.96 
6.96 
6.99 


Disc 
1499 
14* 
14* 
14.95 
14.95 
14.99 
14* 
- £4.95 
£99 14.9# 


B.#9 
11.B6 
8.06 
11.66 
8* 
19E 
19# 

899 
£ 39 


12 * 

*.» 

#.95 

#.9# 

196 

1495 

£99 

7* 

9* 

9.99 

8.95 
9.99 
9* 

9.95 
14.96 

#.95 

#9# 

11.95 
9,9$ 
99$ 
9* 
9* 
9* 
6.95 

9.99 

7.® 


11.66 

8.95 

8.96 

6.99 

101 
13.4E 
10 # 
7.1 E 
M6 
A .99 
S.D& 

8.99 

8.99 

8.96 
13.46 

6.96 

8.99 
1*176 

m 

£.96 

Bl* 

19E 

1#E 

626 

819 

7-16 


14® 

17* 

14* 

14.® 

14.95 

14.99 

£4.91 

1236 

14® 

#* 

99$ 

17® 

11.® 

14.® 

14.99 

14.99 

14.95 

17* 

14.® 


Our 

Ptia 

13.43 

13.4$ 

13.4E 

13-.46 

13.4ft 

1149 

11.46 
2246 

13.48 

15.48 
16.1ft 

13.46 

13.4ft 
1145 
1149 
££,46 
11 .® 

13.49 
8 .® 
8.® 

16.1# 

10.76 

13.46 

13.4# 

13.4# 

114ft 

1515 

11.49 


CPC GAMES (Gwit) 

CteM 

Oust 

Pnm 

Dtoc 

Dir 

ft,:** 

IT It* 

Fiv3 Star GaneS 

9.95 

8.® 

14.® 

13.40 

Flys S^r GaTieS 2 

9.95 

9.® 

14® 

13.40 

Five Sai San«^ 3 

9.® 

9.® 

14® 

13.40 

RunKy 

9.® 

8® 

14® 

1540 

Footell Dlsctef 

ft® 

0.00 

w 

- 

FdOEdl«rdffMV»ir 

9® 

3® 

14.® 

1340 

Fraddy H^riesl 

8® 

8.00 

14® 

13-40 

G. GbC-^hTw! CrldiSt 

9® 

3® 

14® 

13.46 

GsriftSw .mri Mildi 

12® 

11.66 

17® 

IB.16 

Gamaovar 

3® 

a® 

14® 

13.46 

Gauilff! 

9.99 

8® 

14.99 

13,49 

GriosLandDoblffi 

8.® 

9® 

- 

- 

Go-Bote 

m 

a.ffl 

14® 

13.49 

Great Escapg 

a® 

a® 

14® 

13,46 

GnadKinal 

9.99 

9.® 

14.® 

10,49 

GoM of Thi™* 

- 

_ 

1#® 

17® 

Harvoy HeacAVil^Jw 

6.99 

6.29 

— 

- 

HeadOrtf H44lt 

8® 

9® 

14.® 

11.4ft 

W Fronliaf 

9® 

3® 

14® 

13.49 

HI Pak 

9.95 

6® 

14.® 

11,4ft 

Hi: Jri-Jkeis DUdft 

- 

- 

24.® 

££.4# 

Haywood Hi 

- 

- 

24® 

22.49 

How to be i fcatard 

ft® 

ft® 


- 

Hybrid 

999 

ft® 

14.89 

13.49 

tai Wafhpri 

£.35 

EX 

14® 

13.40 

Indi^Ta-JcnBt 

9® 

a.® 

14® 

1345 

tedoor Sport 

9.® 

9.® 

14® 

13.46 

fcltfei 

- 

- 

£4® 

S.49 

hlltrator 

9® 

0* 

14® 

13.46 

tetomar*rial Karate 

- 

- 

6® 

8.29 

ten the EagieE- NesJ 

8.85 

3.® 

12.® 

11.* 

■Jade fi8 Njjpfr 2 

#.* 

ft® 

14.99 

13.4# 

Jaokd 

ft® 

ft 06 

14.85 

13.44 

Jailbraak 

ft* 

606 

14® 

13 40 

j«pas tV Darkless 

14.® 

134$ 

19.9$ 

17® 

Kds Play 

9® 

ft® 


- 

filed MEN 0*M) 

9.* 

0.® 

14® 

13.49 

fianami Cdn 0p£ 

9® 

a® 

14® 

13.46 

fe&Out 

— 

— . 

14.99 

1349 

Lwitefbqard 

9.95 

9.® 

14.® 

11.4ft 

L&actefboard arid at T 

4.99 

4.49 

9.® 

a® 

LMteerGoctoK 

- 

— 

24.99 

22,4# 

Lwlllivi 

ft® 

606 

- 

- 

U^iC ksw 

LiUte Ccmputi P»opi« 

695 

6* 

14.99 

13.4# 

liMng C^Sgfit* 
Liwiostonfi 

9® 

ft* 

14® 

S3.4B 

0® 

ft® 

14® 

13.46 

LmangHwror 

Magidb 

- 

- 

24® 

2249 

8.® 

a.® 

14® 

1340 

ManoBri^iias 

8.95 

a.® 

14® 

13.40 

Ma* 

9.99 

8.® 

14.* 

13.® 

Mwoenaiy 

*® 

a® 

- 

- 

Mkotst Comp 

* 

- 

19® 

17.9ft 

MWCK786R 

9® 

699 

14.99 

194# 

lyfai GofuElariScapfl 

- 

- 

ft* 

ft » 


CPC Utilities 


19.® 

14.95 

19.95 


m 8.® 


9,® 

1* 

6* 

ft® 

7. ® 
E® 
9.® 

8 . ® 
9.® 
8® 
8® 
9.® 
7.® 
9 .® 
9.® 


0 .® 
8.06 
606 
1® 
7.16 
1® 
1® 
6* 
899 
£36 
8 .® 
8 99 
7.16 
8.® 
a.® 


14.® 

13. * 
14* 
14* 

14. ® 
19® 
14® 

14® 

13® 

14® 

14* 

14® 

11 ® 

14® 

14® 

15* 

U.» 

8* 

14.® 

14® 

14® 

8® 

14.® 

14,99 

19® 

U* 

14* 

14,* 

14.® 

14.® 


13,49 

12.56 

13.49 

13.49 
13.4$ 
17® 
13.46 

1345 


1145 

11.46 

1070 

11.46 

13.48 


pur 

Price 

17* 

17.® 

1146 

17® 

62® 

13.45 

13.46 

6* 

1® 

17® 


23® 21.5ft 
24® 22® 

49® 449$ 
17® !& 1$ 

19.® 17® 
14.® 1140 


14.M 

13.4$ 

ft.£2 

13.4# 

13.4ft 

13.4ft 

m 

1149 

11.49 

14.99 

13.46 

13.4ft 

13.49 

13.46 

13.® 


evfteck J 
DFMDateba&e 
Disc Wizard Amstrad 
Dr. Draw 
Dr. Graph 
£66# 

EMU 

F&l Extsmai Diet Cable 
font $4 

■^apfiDS Creatd 
^3ui tie to Pascal 
Handfnan 
Hgme Aminte 
HueSator 


19® 17® 
19® 17® 


54.00 
14.95 
48.9# 
48 8# 


#.95 1* 


Image %stem 
InsuntKKii 


14® 

14,® 

16® 

19® 


£#.66 

13.46 


13.46 

15#9 

17® 


19® 

14® 


24® 

310# 

31® 

199$ 

39® 

14® 

9L« 


17.96 

13.46 


22.46 
£9.70 
28.70 

17.96 

35® 

13.46 
6* 


Detail cl Gc4d* C*ai Price Disc bm 

Advance ArtStudie 19® 17® £4.® ££ 40 

Advance Muat System - -- £9® 26® 

Am9i^ac(Easy^ 

Am sprite 

AmswcnNAikranffli) 

AMX30Zkcn 

AMX M<Hrt6fArl4QpSyutaTi 69.95 
AMX Pagimaker 

AriiMtcf 14.95 

Atl In Fiscal 14.95 

An Slide 

Aftedks 9.® 

Azimuth Head Aliyinwnl Tap 6® 

Basie 2 19® 

BcnzoBItt - - ML30 9.4fi 

Bcnzi Ck» Ddi - - 11-» 10-3& 

Bonze Meddar A Hadcpack - - 11-5# 1#® 

Bran Beam - - 49-W H 

CBaKCompier - - 41® 44® 

C tie Language 14.9$ 11.46 39® 15* 

Gtfd&ai - - 59.99 53.® 

1256 CadflM - ~ 14® 11.4ft 

^ CkdeBatHw I11.BB - - 

1146 Ccmbrad Business Package - - - *.00 89-10 

Constee Rrmware Spec 464 19® 

CondM Firmware Spec CPC 
Cracker £ 49.M 

Crash C«i« 24® 

Databafie Manager £9® 

Dbasei 
Delta 

Devpack80 

Devpaek AssemWer.'Draa^ ^.95 


CPC UTILITIES (Cent) Our 

C**f Price 

Law Basic 
Laser C#mpil«r 
Lastv Genus 
LightPifl4&l 
UghtPen?^ap^$«sa 

Ught Pen II 
Locksmith Rom 
Logo 

Macitie Code Tutor 
Maebr Disc 
Master Fle ll 
Master Fla HI 
Mastered-; 

MaEtarcalc 
Uaftoriltel 
Uatm Spre«th«[ 
lAaum 

M^ram [Eprom] 

Mdboume Dra# 

Mere Graphic* P«k 
Mcr^ Spread 
Mcrpn eMenwnd 

Hcrepen 
Mm-'osiipl 
Model U0/VWS& 

Modem V2i/* AmaTed^aga - 
Money Manager 
MdHtnel 
MUt^an 
Mu&iC Srttefll 
RwWwdftia 
hAniOfifflll 
h'onnd Ledger 
Qperalen AitSlwfe 
Paacil 
Pascal 
Raeoaia# 

Faster MT* 

FnmanTypmg Tuler 
ftmlt 

P«kit WordStar 
Popula' Accourtt 
PooularAodwnttPkn 
FtoptAwCemboPai* 

PbpLcar Invdctig 
Protnage 

Prnmff^ePlua^tproml 
ProteJd 

ftoted lEprom) 

Ledger 

FVadm 
Ddl 

Ram Mtteio Maobine 
Rambrarxt 
Re*iM - ~ 

RS232C SffW Interface 
Scratch Pd - 

Shape and Srxted 

Speech 9* ft* 

Spee^i Syntheteser 

SuperWiiba 

Bupercic II - 

Tas Dary 
TasR-int 
fas Print 464 
Ta* Sign 
let Spell 
Tstntf 
THHrd 
TheKnite 
TodWt 
Todklt 
Twdi 

TeuchendGo 
Transact 
Tvrta&aee 
Turbo Basic 

Two Film Touch Typrtg 
Ultra Sau 


Our 

Diet? Price 
19® 17 96 
24* 22.45 
19® 17.® 

29® 25* 
29 * 25 * 
29 3$ £ft * 


IMG U® 


IS* U36 

14® 13* 


14.95 31.45 


9® 8® 


19® 17.96 


10 ® 

48.85 

13® 


15® 

44.96 

12.5ft 


9* 8.91 


12® 11 63 
29* 2ft® 
39® 35* 
£99$ £ft® 


34* 31.46 
26.35 21.72 

24.95 22.46 
14® 13.4ft 
49.00 44,10 
49® 44® 
49.00 44.10 
49.00 44.10 
19® 17.® 
99® S&* 
29.* 26 * 
46 ® 4£* 
09.® ft£.® 
19® 17® 
69.DO 62,10 
19® 17® 
13.00 28.70 

19.95 17® 
199$ 3ft* 
44.® 

39® 158G 
49® 44® 
11® 11.4ft 

19.50 17.5$ 
49® 44® 
S9® 69® 

140® 144® 
14#® 144,* 
£&.« 62.99 
24® 224G 
14® 31.46 
24® 22® 
25.® 24® 
39* 35* 
31.00 29.70 
29® 26® 
1#® 17.96 
56* 51* 
1ft® 1656 
69.® 52® 
59.® S3.* 
59 * M * 
15® 14® 
14® 13.46 
2 #® £$® 
$9.99 6299 
44® 4#46 
129# 11.G1 
12 ® 11 ® 

29 * 26 * 

16.50 14® 
12* 11 ® 
£4.® ££,4ft 


12 ® 11 ® 


28® 25.® 


- 17.® 1610 


4.3$ 3® 


9® 696 


17.® 

- 19.® 17.® 
44.10 

2£46 - - 

3696 

- 119.00107,10 

~ 99® ft#,® 

- 39® 1$96 
£2.4ft £9® £6.® 
21 . 6 # 

11.4ft 
44,® 

44.99 


Mdu Digital tec Upon 
Wad Perfect 
Wrt Hand Mar 


12* IftSfi 
£4.® 2249 
33® 29.7# 

19.® 17® 
24® 22* 
17.® 10.1$ 
29® £6® 
«® 09.® 
£4® £246 
£9® 9646 


19® 17* 
19® 17® 

1295 11.56 
10.0# 9.® 


- 12® 11.69 


10.00 9.00 


- £4.® 2246 


CPC Educational 
Software 


DtteHirffrndi 
ArimdUegMner# 
Barter MalhMlMe* 
Better Spding (9^14) 
Bidogy 
Ctemisty 
Hapfjyldrtws 
Happy Nunbert 
Happy Wntifig 
Mag* Maths 
Macw<4l; Cm Z 
Matte Mania 
Mad Mates 
Rrytece 
Ptayschod 

Weather Ornate 

Wcvdnane 

WoddWise 



QiW 


uttr 

Ca*« 

Priw 

fttC 

Wo* 

ft® 

3® 

14® 

13.® 

ft® 

3® 

14,® 

13.4$ 

9® 

8® 

14® 

11.4$ 

9® 

6® 

14® 

11,4$ 

9.® 

6® 

14® 

11.4$ 

9.® 

E96 

14® 

11.4$ 

9® 

E.% 

14® 

11.40 

9.® 

E® 

14.95 

1140 

9® 

E.® 

1495 

11.46 

#.95 

E.#0 

14.9$ 

13.46 

9,9$ 

0.® 

14® 

13.46 

ft® 

a.® 

1495 

13.45 

9® 

8® 

14® 

13.40 

9® 

0.® 

14® 

13.46 

9.® 

fi® 

14® 

13.46 

ft* 

8® 

14 95 

13.4ft 

9® 

0® 

14® 

13.4ft 


Send for catalogue of over 3,000 Titles for Amstrad CPC/PCW/PC, Commodore, Spectrum, Atari, Atari ST, BSC. MSX, Eiectron, 
Apple series 2 !Apple Macintosh Computers ail at Discount Prices. All prices include VAT, 

Post & Packaging UK only. Export orders welcome. 



VfSA 



COMSOFT 

Appointed Amstrad Business Computer Dealer 

Coldstream Computer Centre, 48 Duke Street, Coldstream, Berwickshire TDt2 4LF Shop open MorvSat 9.30-12.00 & l.OO- 

5.30. Tel.: 0890 2979.24 hour Order Service on 0890 2854 
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COMPETITION 


Is your com 


gRA 



T'S the complete computer upgrade kit. Only RAM 
Electronics can give your CPC the kind of upgrade 
which turns it from a good home computer into a 
complete entertainment system, They make and sell 
the goodies which were invented by DK'Tronics as 
well as their own Music Machine. Some of their 
add-ons make your machine a better performer, an 

- - 

you could be h!7 pie c ° m Pu?f'no 

1 ) BASIC ine for the Ram quest! °ns and 

. , ®' C Sfands «AM goodies. 

8 '9 And qj 

Anis *rad CPC 464 u 

•tear* *e 


la »9 uag 6 

str uction 


extra 256k ram and a silicon disc speed up input/ 
output Operations, The music machine adds super 
sampled sound, while the speech synth and lightpen 
allow you to do new, creative things with your 
computer. Everyone can get a little tired of 
programming or alien zapping now and again so we 
have even thrown in a box of tricks which will turn 
your monitor into a television. This little lot would 
cost around £500- But you can win it in our easy-to- 
enter competition. 

flules; rw ** ? Wth c °mputers 

2 y" Mat <* e 3l W " be the fi<w correct ent 

3 ^r ne !a ^ 22r D "' v °" s * 

4 ^7i:: 0 fz a j;^ rnor ' > ,han d " m «i h 


ENTRY FORM 


ISJame_ CURE* f ffi/lgS 

Address. _ f4- ^mnioom ln/ic 

/ RrlFdt2r? h2VXdz> 


Phone number. 



Send to: 

RAM Electronics/A mstrad User Competition 
169 Kings Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4EF 

Computer owned: 

464 Z 464 with disc □ 612S □ 

*Ramfeezfed - worn out, exhausted. 
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r(|yVj 1 HEY say that old soldiers never 
die but just fade away. For a 
'*sj» while it seemed that one of our 
0L favourite adventure software 
houses, Level Nine, was doing 
just that. After the agreement with Rainbird to 
act as their distribution agents, the number of 
new games appearing in the fast couple of years 
dwindled to an all time low. 

Now, following in the footsteps of the release 


of Knight Ore via Rainbird, Level Nine has 
launched a brand new adventure under its own 
name. 

Gnome Ranger is the Story of Ingrid Bottom- 
low, a somewhat forceful young gnome who 
has just completed her education at the Institute 
of Gnome Economics, 

As a leaving present The principal. Mistress 
Gneehigh, has given her a diary. Reading this, 
one learns all the ghastly details leading up to her 
present predicament. Ingrid is one of those well 
meaning mortals that strive to better, not only 
themselves but those around them as well. 

At college she completed her course in an all 
time record of 13 years, studying through all her 
spare "private idleness periods" and continually 
asking her teachers for extra work. Unac¬ 
customed to such a jealous attitude to life, it is 
not surprising that the college staff were actually 
quite pleased to see the back of her. 

Wh en s he got h ome, she sta rted to look a round 
for ways in which to improve both her home and 
her family. Her ideas were all sound, but needy 
all her efforts ended in disaster. Her progressive 
attitude also jarred with a gnomic family that had 
become set in its ways. 

Sadly Ingrid could not understand this side of 
her family and as her diary reveals, she was blind 


to the sometimes forcible hints that they gave 
her. 

The burden of having Ingrid at home finally 
becomes too much and the family gives her a gift 
wrapped scroll, Ingrid is delighted and cannot 
wait to open this surprise present. In the quiet of 
her room she undoes the pretty paper... 

She is transported far, far away. Surely the 
scroll must have been faulty... when she gets 
back, she will have some strong words to say to 


whoever sold it to her family. Completely 
undaunted by the experience, Ingrid sets out to 
walk home, and this is where the adventure 
begins. 

Gnome Ranger is available for both the PCW 
and the CPC machines (tape and disc); disc ver¬ 
sions also have some excellent graphics to 
compliment the story line. Level Nine has yet 
again improved its operating system (now called 
KAOS). Not only are there RAM SAVE/LQAD, 
GET/EXAMINE ALL and OOPS commands but 
also extensive interaction with other characters, 
There is a great deal of very amusing and read¬ 
able text. 

ff you have been everywhere, read everything 
and are in a hurry, use BRIEF to reduce the 
amount of descriptive text. 

Pressing the up arrow key will recall your last 
input for editing (or to repeat that command). 
Pressing this key repeatedly will recall other 
previous commands. After checking that it would 
recall at least 30,1 lost interest. The down arrow 
enables you to cycle forwards through previous 
commands. 

Another feature of Gnome Ranger is the facility 
to simply enter GO TO FOREST or GO TO 
COTTAGE rather than giving a string of compass 
directions. Once you have mapped out the terrain 


you can enter EXITS OFF and simply GO TO or 
RUN TO wherever it is you wish to go. 

Complex commands of the sort DROP ALL BUT 
THE SHOVEL are no problem at all, and what a 
relief it is to find that only the first four letters of a 
word are needed to identify an object or person. 

Having made friends with one of the indepen¬ 
dent characters, you may also instruct that cha¬ 
racter to follow you. You can even tell them to GO 
TO or FIND something and then follow them. To 
win through to the bitter end you will also need to 
give them more complex instructions. An early 
example is where a pretty gnymph is given a 
shovel, told to go east and dig - while Ingrid 
keeps her eye on a rainbow so that it does not 
move. 

I do not usually give such explicit clues, but 
with Gnome Ranger, although all of the puzzles 
are perfectly logical, you must be aware of the 
need to elicit help from those friends you meet 
along the way. Humour abounds throughou t, and 
the substitution of GN for many an N is quite 
brilliant. Needless to say the command inter¬ 
preter understands both the gnomic and human 
versions, and you can even GO GNW 
Ignorthwestf). 

Ingrid's diary is a 43 page mini booklet that 
makes very entertaining reading. Reading 
between the lines highlights the real sadness of a 
bright but naive young child in the company of a 
rather orthodox family. The diary is also used as 
an anti-pirating device, When you restore a saved 
game position, you will be asked to enter a word 
found on one of its pages. 

The adventu re is in three parts and each has a 
general theme relating to animal, vegetable and 
mineral, Each part has to be completed before 
you can enter the next, 

Ingrid has to help put things right as she travels 
along and for once things seem to go right - with 
your help of course, The first part (animal) has 
plenty of character interaction to help you get rid 
of the wicked witch. For part two, I just hope that 
the institute give Ingrid a good grounding in plant 
welfare and alchemy iread ALL THE BOOKS in 
the alchemists library). As for part three, Torvill© 
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ADVENTURES 


/ / 


and Dean had the right idea in their ballet - fire 
and ice! 

I think that this is probably Level Mine's best 
game yet, There are volumes of good text, a 



white, helped by Ingrid Bottomlow 


believable story line, an excellent operating 
system and puzzles that vary from easy to out¬ 
right devious. There are not that many locations, 
but even if you cannot solve Ingrid's problems in 
a hurry, there is plenty to see and do in Gnome 
Ranger. An absolute must for any adventurer. 


Confusion reigns 

fn our August 1987 issue we looked at Passes 
gers on the Wind, a French program {translated 
into English I from software house infogrames, 
Based on a very popular French comic strip 
created by Francois Bourgeon, the story to date is 
long and involved. 

The action takes place about the time of the 
French Revolution and revolves around the mis¬ 
taken Identity of a young French heiress, Info¬ 
grames has now released Passengers on the 
Wind 2, which continues the long-running saga, 

The instructions for POTW 1 had a reasonable 
introduction explaining the background to the 
story, Sadly POTW 2 has hardly any explanation 
at all, and assumes that the player has already 
completed the first part. To say that the player 
could be a little confused at the start is definitely 
an understatement. 

Who are all these characters you meet? What is 
their relationship to one another and what is their 
reason for being where they are? On the other 
hand, many of us have started playing adven¬ 
tures with even less information, so perhaps we 
should not grumble too much, 

Just remember that Isa is the lost heiress and 
that Hoel, Mary and St Quentin are ai- on the side 
of the angels. All the other characters are either 
neutral or wearing black stetsons, Firstly you 
must help Isa stay alive and finally help solve the 
clues to her identity. 

The game is best controlled with a joystick (the 
keyboard may be used instead) and no text entry 
is required. Moving the cursor over a part o' the 
screen and pressing the fire button starts the next 
sequence of action. 

The main scene appears across the too of the 


screen, one window below this displaying a pic- 1 
ture of who is talking and a second the text. The 
graphics are really superb, with the opening p c- 
ture of each episode (there are seven) being over¬ 
laid with smaller cameos as different people and 
actions are bought into play. 

Different people present may be selected to 
talk, and the order in which you get their 
responses may effect the course of the story. 

Several times in each episode a character will 
have the choice of making one of several state¬ 
ments. These are the real deciders as to what will 
happen next. There are also occasions, other 
than the opening sequence of each episode, 
when you have to place the cursor over the main 


several other slightly more obvious choices. 

Although the story may seem complex ana the 
path tortuous Passengers on the Wina 2 is 
something that has to be experienced to be 
enjoyed. It is not easy, but the rewards are great. 
Just save at the beginning of each episode so 
that you do not have to start all over again if you 
make a mistake. 

We have had several "book adventures" that 
rely on multiple choice questions to determine 
the outcome, hut Passengers on the Wind 2 and 
its successors must surely be the way to go,.. 

Most of us can remember some of the nursery 
rhymes .from those distant days of innocence. 
Because they are known to so many, they have 



picture to initiate a special action, 

This business of clicking on the main graphics 
screen is really diabolical as there is no certain 
way of knowing where or whEn you have to do it. 
In the first episode you must click on the trigger 
of a gun to make’t fire. At other times you must 
pick up a gun that is dropped, get a character to 
fire 3 gun, open a slave's collar, open an 
envelope, select a character to respond and 



Pictures p( scantily clad girls do not make up far the 
contusing gamepisy in Passengers on the Wind 2 


been used by many authors and composers to 
give an extra dimension to their work. There is no 
doubt that reference to something that we are 
familiar with heightens the awareness, Just think 
of when you have read a novel that takes place in 
a locality you know well. 

We now have an adventure totally devoted to 
the subject - The Case Of the Mixed-Up Shymer. 
You play the part of Shi'ley Combes, private 
secretary to the legendary Sherlock Holmes. The 
great man is away on a case involving a fearful 
hound in the Wesl of England and the phone 
rings (ding dong bell?). 

Apparently there ere riots all over the country - 
in nursery schools! It seems something is wrong 
on the Isle of Nersree. You decide to investigate 
yourself and set off in your pea-green boat.., 

A strong current drags you onto the rocks and 
your boat is holed. Not only must you correct the 
situation on Nersree but you must find the means 
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of making your boat seaworthy for the return trip. 
You had better dig out those well worn books and 
swot up on who did what to who in the nursery. 

The game is not difficult to play; there are no 
mazes and no one is lurking round the corner to 
kill you off. That does not mean that it is easy to 
finish. The game strategy is to create a situation 
where the rhymes will once again come true. This 
can often mean giving the right thing to the right 
person, but it easy to make a mistake, so keep a 
weather eye open for your score. 

Written by a regular player of adventures, 
Sandra Sharkey, Shymer is text only. Sandra, in 
common with many others, does not think that 
graphics are what makes a good adventure. 
Atmosphere, presentation and plot are the major 
factors in enjoyment. 

Fora first game, Sandra has managed all three 
very well indeed. The text is not over long and is 
well presented on the screen in a very readable 
redefined character set. 

It was written using Incentive's Graphic Adven¬ 
ture Creator, and you may give multiple com¬ 
mands and also use IT when referring to the last 
used noun, There is no ramsave but saving/ 
loading a game position is accomplished quite 
rapidly and should be encouraged * just keep a 
note of what you have saved. Examine 
everything, and remember that this program 
recognises UNDER. 

A good game for all CPC adventurers, especi¬ 
ally those just starting, it is also very cheap - 
El .99 for cassette, £4.25 for disc. The Case of the 
Mixed-Up Shymer is available from Shark Soft, 
78 Merton Road, Wigan WN3 BAT. Can you afford 
to miss out? 

Although it is not the normal type of adventure 
dealt with in these columns, how could we let a 
title like Sorcerer Lord go by without some 
mention. PS5 has an enviable reputation in the 
field of computer strategy/wargames. 

Sorcerer Lord is a solo fantasy wargame that 
pits the 3rmies of the free against the evil 
invasions of the sorcerous ruler of the Northern 
Shadowtands. Many of the best adventures are 
linked with swords and sorcery, probably more 
have been written for this genie than any other, 
Again, those that stand out, involve the fight 
between good and evil. Often with emphasis on 
the fighting. 

Sadly the Amstrad has been the loser, as few of 
these games have been converted for dear old 
Arnold, Most originate in America and Amstrad 
CPCs have never got more than a foothold over 
the big water, 

The Ultima series, Wizard's Crown, The Bard's 
Tale, the Phantasie series, Questron and many 
others are hidden from us. The closest we have 
come for the Amstrad was Infograme’s Man- 
dragore, slightly pale in comparison to some of 
the classics but nevertheless a beginning. But 
where are its successors? 

The fantasy adventures above certainly give 



Sorcerer lord - interesting and thought-taxing 


| 

active adventurers an opportunity to swing their 
swords, maces, halberds and cast spells of great 
power in a good cause, but there is also another 
side. Special artifacts to find and learn how to 
use, quests within quests and many puzzles to 
solve, This is the prime difference between an 
adventure and a strategy game. 

Sorcerer Lord enables you to marshall great 
armies in the defence of the free lands of Gal- 
anor. Recruitment of new allies is imperative and 
it also requires careful tactics to ensure that your 
magic users are within range of the ancient stone 
rune rings that fuel their sorcery. But there is no 
other quest than the destruction of the evil 
marauders and their leader. 

The principle display is a map displaying the 
position of the opposing forces, towns and 
citadels. This map is targe and you may scroll it 
across the screen to see all parts of the land, 
Terrain is colour coded as you need to know what 
effect this will have on movement and tactics. 
Your armies consist of several races who will 
favour different conditions, so plan your cam¬ 
paign carefully. 

Sorcerer Lord is on disc or cassette, but only 


for CPC machines, The instructions are well 
presented and an overall map of the lands of 
Galanor is included. 

An absorbing game, but if you are not a 
wargamer it will take some time to become a true 



ruler of the righteous. There are three levels of 
difficulty and facilities to save a game position, 
look forward to a prolonged conflict 
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Or t»m ITi HEARD OF THE YEARS OF THE CAT. PIG , ,4.\D £T£V C«4GO\ 

BIT JHE OF TlIE KOBU'f?__ 

A: Absutulely! Ami ROMANTIC ROBOT wish to mike IRBB a truly memorable year (if not u*. who will?]?' 

To kick off with, there is an INTRODUCTORY OFFER OF £ 29.88 ON" KUDOS, plus a truly unkjlto 1933 
NEW YEAH MAIL ORD ER PRICE OF MLLTiFACE WO - £39 881 

Q: f LOW SALES. PVT WHAT’S SO LIKEABLE ABOUT KUDOS and Mlil TlFACF?J | 

A: KUDOS jh nh> powerful and comply to be summed up h«re ~ pieise send a SaE f<ir foil info. f 

MULTIFACE is (s imply) * MUST far ANY CPC uwrrot: it cin copy and dtangc programs as y<m wish. y 

Q: OH, DO I i SEED ID DO AM PROGRAMMING TO MAKE BACK UPS? 

A NO! - NUT With the MULTI PACE WO - it Is in fact the ONLY pnndtitl on the market which works 
FULLY AlTTOMATiCALLY- You LOAD any program a usual. RUN it for as long as you Like and when you 
wish to make a copy you just press the Ml’LTIFACE's red Button and follow the menu and on-screen Instructions. 

Q: DDH DOES TT WORK THEM IS IT ttSi? l S£8-FR/rWY? ERROR-HUPPED? IHIOI PROOF? GUARANTEED? 

K. YES! It worts a treat and ii could not he oasier. The menu gives four basic option* - yn SAVE a program, to RETURN to continue it, to JUMP (say 1t> your own routines - 
invaluable for hackers} and TOOL to access the MULTI-TOOLKIT set of built-in utilities. For example pressing S to SAVE will first allow you to NAME the back up and then 
let you saw. i PROGRAM nr just a SCREEN to TAPE or DISK, Before the saving itself, MULTI FACE compresses, the program m that it takes the least amount of space on 
tape/disk and till I re-load as quickly as possible. Once a program is saved, you can RETURN or JUMP, use the TOOLKIT to change it. SAVE it again, etc. 


Q; DOST YOU CORRUPT THE SCREES WFI'H YOUR MENU. INSTRUCTIONS, PI LL DOWS WINDOWS, ETC? 

A NO, MULTIFACE TWO has its own memory ffiK ROM & RK RAM) and a lot mere hardware - thus when it finishes its job or when you re-Load your back-ups, everything 0 
FULLY and AUTOMATICALLY restored: screen modes, colours, windows, etc. This is essential and NO OTHER DEVICE CAN DO IT! 


Q: OK SO MUITTFACE CAN COPY FROM IMPS TP RISC, BITE CAN TT DO TAPS TP TAPS OR RISC T® DISC OK DISC T® TAPS? 

A Of course it can. Ml'LTIF.ACE saves either u> tape or disc and it .saves whatever Imppehs to he in the computer at that time - no matter how you loaded it in. 


Q: SO EAR SO GOOD , BUT CAST I DO ALL THIS WITHOUT THE MI LTLEACE? 

A ABSOLITELY NOT! First, you need a hardware rlwk-n, a “magic box’, to be able to stop and copy programs AT ANY .STAGE be it upon loading, half-way through the game, etc., 
Tapc/disc ropier* can only try to copy programs BEFORE they load: if there are unorthodox loaders, speedlocks, protections against copying, ere., you'll ™d up with a problem but 
not with a back-up. .Also, with ML'LTIFACE you can poke infinite lives, ammunition, etc. - and then SAVE. 


Qi mJLTlFACE IS SOT THE ONLY 'MAGIC BOX' OS THE MARKET - WHY SHOULD I BIT fl MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE? 

A There are four devices on the market- Action Reply by Date! Electronics, Disc Wirard by Evesham Micro*, Mirage luuiger and MULTTFACE TWO, Each manufacturer would 
natural^- argue his product is the best buy - fortunalelv (for you and usj, M1CRONET recently compared all four units and MULTIFACE fWO came out the best in literally all 
respects: the musl successful one - WOW, the ONLY" AUTOMATIC ONE, the FASTEST ONE both in LOADING AVD SAVING time, the one taking the LEAST ROOM when saving 
and you still get a couple of EXTRAS: a RESET button arid an extensive and unique MULTI-TOOLKIT. 

Or MULTIFACE IS 17? 77/E RIGHT THING IS THE RIGHT TIME! IF ONLY IT PAID FOR fiSfUL. 

A: But it does' By the time you buy H programs on repi- instead of disc, you will have saved £40 - the cued of the MULTIFACE. The money you save on further programs is all yours 

. MULTIFACE *- worth t«rf ptflDTi sans TOU pounds! 




Tapi)--1o-disk at the iduch or a button 
Ridiculous. you m^y s.iy hul ii A/orks every 
fLme Muiftfacc i-.m snap any program sn ns 
fT<irkK -«id aAve the program memory 

to rji iJi< j r r.ipe or diak k's complexly 
pFoc>f Simitar pioducls have h^rt 
with ici&en a lie, colour amt ^vf‘n HfluiuJ, 
Mumface can handk- ill "Jieite without a 
second thoughr 

Thai alone would. havr.: ».Eii=sf l^hlS retail, y 
people bu i Romantic Robot has gone one 
step furlhei incorporating a memory edi 
ro e Mo program if? Fi,* wilji lJ-i-ss: ovr.i y 
thing w r>ui izi she op^n. including the ZSO 
regiEseja, GRTO lata anti any p.irt of 
memory 

Don's be footed into thinking ihn; w/.l 
result tj. mass piracy. however The Mufti 
/jc’f? u eh i nstif musr be plugged Lnto youj 
Arnsriad eg allow totaatfuig ol a program H 
saved 

Muitifacs II muss be the clever ess hard 
wan- device al present a necessity lot 
d.sk owners who ehoughr ihey were sluck 
with loading from I ape evoty lunif 

AMSTRAl) AX HON |ANl ARY I'M” 


Romantic IjJJJlMrt jf) isc Qp eratin 9 
Just one ROM will turn your CPC into a 
professional set-up: With RODOS you can 
attach additional disc drives - 40/80 track, 
single/double sided and sto re m ore than 
800k per disc. 


ystem 


wAiifacc ivM 


NEW YEAR 
MAILORDER 
SALE PRICE 
£39-88 


NEW: 


But RODOS is in fact much more than a fast 
and perfect DOS, RODOS also gives you 
RANDOM ACCESS, PRINTER BUFFER, full 
ROM manager, SILICON DISC, altogether 
54 new bar commands, enormous power - 
all this and much more for £29.38 only! 


INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER ON ROM 
£ 29 88 


The spec ial prise of 
applies strictly to mail orders 
received wiUi the wjuptm foelow 
before the ^9th February 19&B. 


THCYEftR Of TH€ ROBOT * B€ PKRT Of IT 


I order MULTIFACE 2 f£39.88)U/ RODOS (E29.88JU p lus p&p UK£1, Europe £2 T Overseas £3 
1 enclose a cheque PO for £.. or debit my £3 no| ~~ .1 Card exp,. 

Name a address. . 


Ifiyuf MM> 


V M 15 Hayland Close London NW9 OLH 





























































R.S.D. WILL SEE YOU'RE WELL CONNECTED 


DATA SWITCHBOXES 




Slroiln* wrhchbom Hiafallnp you to -qukjNly and RBiity awitsh bttwffn 
micro* am? print*™ 

R5JJ2 (S»HafJ hrttlal cased Cemlranki (P*ralW| rrt(3l Giari 

01' IS 2-way EIC.flO 3twap taiiio** I la 2-vay Para 

25-way Bl' b 3 way E5C.D0 3&-wa^ Cai’nxics t 5o Jway Pars 

25 way D1‘ 1c 4 way EGCJje 36 way C^TWCS 1 TO 4way Para 

PAflALLEl CRO$$OV€fl JSway Carm™ 2 to Z cnar^flftv&f Crosses 


SWIVEL BASE 



UNIVERSAL PRINTER 
STAND 


Tih and bs$s lor IT mwiter cf 
T.V. tU.TZ 


SURGE protected 

DISTRIBUTION 

1 SOCKET 

-way 



FUSED 
3 imEn CABLE 
S3 SAFETY 3-pkn PLUG 
Idea) b- sJonKfc. Lae 1-3A hi&ed, W indi- 
rartf. Flame retardant Auto ratal. Atoa tor 
n«r flWunftr^ 

ONLY ET9.9S 



ONLY E12.95 
T'lfl adusiaUH Rnnw Stand - 2-ptaoe Hralrjcfen, 
il* oil u&ndafd and w-m satriaga prnta'g. AJ&u 
prcvdat HHWBfienr apace b r paper art gipra^fr 
Rubber iflsl, ninton atowdanj puCS 


CABLES WADE FOfl ALL PSM2 AND 
PARALLEL TYPES OF COMPUTER, 
MODEMS fc PAINTERS 
RING HOW FOR QUOTE 


RS232 GENDER CHAWSERS 
Avert w raiplachg incompatbe caUes, 

Mid, flf. 

OUR PfllCf ONLY 


NEW 


AMSTRAD 
<5Lt- 


«&* 

>- 


joystick splitter 

Flay with a Ybnd i Splillflf tmublifc 2 
fcyslcte Id be jsed 

irdBpDrdenfly ONLY C6.SS 

Twin pen jflygKk C6.50 


m, PO 
E4a.no 
ESS.iO 
E52.D0 


DUST COVERS 

PCIStJ.™..„».H AIIWW! 

dear aitti 

J*CW Hit 3 -t.fl .id Grey pting 

MONITOR LEADS 

Rtfflity (Seal] to: BBXILCWnn-iijdar*/ 

Sw^^picYuffl 12f £ PluL 2'AmvUad.14.95 

Micrewiflc to: BBCAttjSpednjm 126 A Plug 

JMmslTHd ... ...... 12.15 

Ferguson to EKto^ffiMCfO 54iM§XflU 
S^inrjTi 129 A Plus SvAmsfad — EJ.Sl 

hLathi to: BB&Comrrodo'® 

1S6 £ PUs MWittirtri ____-. ._.£3.i& 

Bony Kags b: SBC_™—CS JS 

&'ear SSiM to: ConmpocfB fiAiflBC .™£2.H 

Gr«n -jeraer to: QL -----— Cl .?5 

C-'eer icraer la: Cammod&'B 121 LA ,9S 

FmOK Pfb'rt ,nn——«—- El .SD 

Pniifss b: BflCCw "adore 64 ........,.^.£2.95 


50ft TELE 
EXTN LEAD 

Jusl slug nls die 
ph&ie settel Art 
walk awayl Sava 
w gne^ertt 
In mal case 
wilh routed 
tmrhjndle 
BrtUih rnift 
ti.as 


PrlnUf Cabtt 

; 11Tb ... 


2m_ U!H _*_, 

.E9.9S 

EHinwIw Primtr Qbbto 


lm plus Kr»‘w r (PCW| „ .. 

_^9.95 

IAqdHv Eilinsion L"Hi 

6&W5l2ft 1m„ nH _ nm „ !m ,_ 

EH .SD 

PGW Cabla fram hlarlaca to 
Cfiflltofta Rnnlfr.. 

,.-Eia.?5 

Eipana+or: port tilfnu:n Itpd 

6' FiM.-._■. 

,...ElC,50 

S 1 Douae F.^m'j ___... 

.E14„IS 

MM - 664 4 6128 

Gttpfid driv*- to«r 

1m Gfid 4 G126 __ _ __ 

,_£*.9S 


f-J Jfl 



COPY HOLDER 



ONLY 

£16:95 

Clamps oils ary labia, ange and 
Kslen your coorts- for flSSy 
er : |h* ^fipiiser 
3idng Ima rub also Idtad 


SCOOP PURCHASE!! 
FOR 1988 

Ssecal ftikrq Dsk Casa 
Aduslable tc« ^-.a '00 15" 
dfi'ks. or 20 AMSTRAD TDsks. 

■Crea-n wf!i Yarspa'ePl smoied 
^nged M £ cuslom d^ndars. 

TO YOU AT JUST £8.25 




Safely eHimirat&s 
dangerous village 
surge&'spikes 
Irom domeslic 
and ardsssbnal 
appliances 

SURGE PROTECTION 
PLUG 

Only £10.25 


75p PjjP IN UK Access d Visa accepted Please add 15% VAT to all orders. Cheques made payable to: 

R.S.D. CONNECTIONS LTD Dept AU3, PO Box 1, Ware, Herts 

-I Tel: 0920-5285/66284 C 

lI Trade. Educational & Export enquiries welcome Telex: 265871 monbef g ref t^magtoozo 1 — 





ALL OUR PRICES jNGJJDE CARRIAGE & VAT 

HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED. (ACU) 

23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 1LG 


Dust Covers 


CPC 6128 2pce set -£7.50| 
PCW 8256/8512 
3pccset =£8.951 

PCW 9512 3pee set ^£9.95| 

Strong water-resistant, 
anti static nylon. 

Cirey with Royal Blue piping. 


«■ ’U'S»kSt'“ 

(colouied-Cream, Blue, orey 

Stel ? 3.5"»'-5"( 1across t 

4.0" x 1.5” 0 cross') 

Late!s4.0'xl.5”(2a« oss > 

V,S2 .75" xl.5" (3 acros s) 

^MSOFn™ disks 1 


NO extras to pay 


4-nvj^^g cased 


£5 
£12.95 


Credit Card 
Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 


= £24.95 

= £2.70, 5 = £12.9Sy iu 

Printer Ribbons 

PCW 8512/8256 Black £3.95 
PCW 8512/8256 Carbon £5.50 
PCW 8512/8256 Colours* £4.95 
PCW 9512 Black £3.95 

PCW 9512 Colours** £4.95 
DMP 2000/3000 Black £3.95 
DMP 2000/3000 Colours* £3,95 
DMP 4000 Black £6.95 

* Colours Available are> 
Ked, Blue, Green, Brown, 
Orange, Purple. 

|[ *ccwi j, ** Red, Blue, Green, Brown. 


Page 22 


Amstrad User March 1988 







































































CLINIC 


L 

msmmm 




David Foster, Agony 
Unde to the Amstrad 
community, solves more 
of your problems with 
serious software. 


L ETTERS from far and wide this month and 
once again, a surplus of printer problems! 
Many thanks to all those people who have 
either written in with problems, or even 
just written to say that they are finding the 
column interesting. 

It is also interesting to note that, though it 
appears from the various surveys which have 
been carried out that there are only a small 
proportion of members of the fair sex use com¬ 
puters, from my mail it appears that a high per¬ 
centage use their computers for serious 
applications. 

Banked ram and Protext 

Alan Tan writes from 5§| 

Singapore wondering 

whether it is possible to j|j§: 

ma ke use of the secon d 64k |p* 

bank of ram in the CPC6126 || _. if| 

with Pretext, either as a 

printer buffer for spelling checking, or as text 

storage. 

The answer to this is ‘hat Arnor produce 
Promerge Plus, on rom, which works only with 
the rom version of Pretext and provides the facil¬ 
ity to hold two files in memory at the same time 
and to switch between them at a single key press. 
The second file is always held in the second bank 
of memory. In addition., Promerge Plus provides 
a background printing function that uses the 
second bank of ram, or whatever space is avail¬ 
able in it, as a printer buffer, so that you can carry 
on editing a document, whilst another is printing. 

Mr Tan also says that he has an Epson- 
compatible printer that supports IBM graphics 
and is having trouble getting it to print them. 

The simple answer to this is that the IBM 
graphics characters are allocated codes higher 
than 127, and as the Amstrad CPC range only has 
a 7 bit printer port, which limits the codes that 
can be sent to the printer to 127 or .ess, it is nob 
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possible to send these codes to the printer in the 
normal way. 

ff his printer supports one of the special codes 
that allow you to set the most significant bit, then 
he may be abie to redefine the codes in Protext to 
send this code, followed by the character he 
wants to print, using the Re-define character 
option Pretext's SETPRINT command. 

The third enquiry was how to redefine the func¬ 
tion keys in Masterfile III so that he can use Ctrl 
and F key to send sequences to Masterfile, 

This is quite easily done with Masterfile and 
requires a short bit of Baste writing and an 
example is shown in Figure 1. It is a two part 
process. First of all you have to allocate an 
'Expansion String Token' to the appropriate func¬ 
tion key, using the KEY DEF command, then 
using the KEY command, define what you want 
the expansion token to contain. 

The Amstrad User Manual gives fuK details on 
the use of these commands. The new lines of 
Basic in the Mast erf lie loader should be inserted 
between lines 150 and 200 and the modified 
loader saved to disc. From then on, every time 
you load Masterfile the function keys wits be re¬ 
defined automatically. 

Tms is an extremely useful function and can be 
used to reduce considerably the number of key 
strokes required for common tasks such as 
searches you frequently carry out, 


155 KET flEF 15,0/2$/,Z&,til: 
KET HI /"Pressing CTRi-fU 
■ LL dH r; this message 
3EK tise foltaxing lire re¬ 
defines CTRl-F? to Loac a 
dsta ti te calLed'f’1 ter-ame' 
165 KEY DEF 3,0/37/37/42: 
KtY 142,'Lf i leneme +CHR3 £ 

13; 


Figure I: Lines required to re-define function keys 
in a Masterfile ill loader program. 


More on Microspacing 

Gary D'A Walters writes 
from Japan saying that he 
found the explanation in an 

earlier column of how to ipi_ill 

use the microspacing fea- 
ture of Protext most Inter Hl'Blilllllffim 
esting, but that unfortunately it d'dn't describe 
the requirements for his Brother HR 15 printer and 
in particular, he cannot find the Brother code to 
send a space. 

The answer to that problem Fs very simple. The 
Ascii value for a space Is 32, so either put the 
number 32 in the string of codes to be sent to the 
printer, pr alternatively, just type a space, 
surrounded by quotation marks," ", I think that if 
Mr Walters uses the settings described for the 
Guendata in the earlier column Microspacing win 
work. 

Re-defining characters 
with DMP2000 

Gordon Steel has written to 

say that even though he 

tried my example in an ear- M j 

Her column on how to B* *B | 

redefine characters using 

Pro text, so that he can print 

Greek and unusual characters, it does not work 

with his DMP200G printer. 

He also comments on the fact that the 
QMP2000 printer can only redefine Che codes 
from 0 to 31 and that it is not possible to display 
these on screen with Protext, as Protext uses 
these as control codes, 

The solution to this is actually quite simple. 

> 
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Select a rarely usee* character, say the tilde, 
obtained with Ctrl and the number 2 key and, 
using the Redefine character option in SET PR I NT, 
redefine it to produce the required code between 
0 and 31. 

If that character is then used in the document it 
will appear as the normal character in the docu¬ 
ment, but when printed, will be converted to the 
designated code between 0 and 31 and the 
redefined character will be printed. The >OC 
commands at the start of the document, to 
redefine the characters, should refer to the code 
value that is to be defined (0-31}, See Figure II. 

There is no need to define and wrap printer 
control codes round the character on screen to 
turn on and off the redefined character set in this 
case, ff you want to, you can also re-define the 
character on screen, using the SVMBOL 
command from BasiC- 



Figure li: >OCCodes requiredto prints box with 
a plus sign inside on a DMP2000 printer using 
/Protext. 


Protext and Basic 

A.R. Baker has written with 
a tip on using Pretext, Inci- 
dentally, he has even 
redefined some of his 
characters so that his 
signature is automatically 
printed at the end of his letter. 

His tip refers to the fact that If you save a Basic 
program while text is still in memory, after using 
Protext, it will be saved as part of the Basic pro- 


0 


gram, making it unnecessarily long. If the pro- 
gram is re-saved using the Ascii Save option 
from Basic, as SAVE "filename",A, then loaded 
and saved again as a normal Basic program, all 
the excess text will be removed and the program 
will be the correct site once more. 


Loading printer drivers 
automatically 


Mr Baker also wants to 
know whether it is possible 
to reformat text after using 
Frospellj using an external 
command and also whether 
it is possible to load a 
printer driver at the same time that Protext is 


0 


loaded. 

The answers to those questions are that the 


whole document may be re-formatted by using 
the FOR MAT command from within Protext and it 
is possible to load a printer driver as part of the 
Basic loader routine that loads Pretext. 

f PRINTER,"filename" AS® "filename": IPRIN 
AS on the CPC464} will load the printer driver, if 
used immediately before using the I P command 
to load Protext, 


Qualitas and Masterfile III? 


O 


Mrs D.M. Brown is having 
problems using Qualitas 
with Masterfile III, in spite 
of the fact that she says 
that the Qualitas manual 
says it works with it and 
assumes that either there is something missing 
from the manual or they must be contravening 
the Trade Descriptions Act. 

Well, my Qualitas manual doesn't specifically 
mention that it will work with Masterfile, merely 
that it will work with other programs. 

In fact as far as I can see, it is not possible to 
use Qualitas with Masterfile III, for the simple 
reason that Qualitas requires HIMEM to be low¬ 
ered by a minimum of 6.5k, in which case there is 
insufficient memory available for Masterfile to 
load and it gives a warning to that effect. 


More Printer Problems 

BJ Wells is trying to get his 
OKI Microline 182 printer to 
print in NLQ, or for that 
matter any other typeslyle 
other than the default. 

I haven't used the printer 
concerned, so don't know whether it is Epson- 
compatible, but as he doesn’t have the necessary 
manual, having bought it second hand, I would 
suggest that he contacts X Data (telephone 0753 
72331} to obtain a manual. 

Once he knows what codes the printer 
requires, it should be a simple task to insert them 
into the printer drivers for his word processor. 
Both Tasword and Pretext use similar methods to 
change printer control codes, Tasword from the 
Menu and Pretext via SETPRINT from Command 
mode. 

The print style is then changed in the course of 
a document by inserting the appropriate printer 
control codes into the text and this is fully de¬ 
scribed in both manuals. 

Arthur Scott has the same problem as Gwen 
Kitchener in an earlier column, in Chat he has a 
Silver Read EXP50O daisywheel, which doesn't 
support bold and underline, other than by 



backspacing and printing the same character, or 
an "underline", over the first one. 

tf he hasn't seen the answer, then I suggest that 
he tries to obtain a copy of the January 1988 
issue of ACU, which gives a partial solution to the 
problem, using Protext Unfortunately, there isn't 
a really satisfactory answer, other than changing 
the printer, as it is just not capable of doing what 
is required. 


Return to Protext 
from Prospell? 

David Holman is having 
trouble returning to 
Protext, having carried out 
a spelling check with Pros¬ 
pell, using the disc ver¬ 
sions of both programs. 

There should be no problems, as the programs 
are written to work together. It is important to 
load Protext first, then Prospell, in the order 
described in the manual. 

Typing SPELL should then carry out a check on 
the document in memory and, on completion, 
automatically return to Protext, with the modified 
document in memory. 

The only exception is when a document in 
memory is loo large to be checked in this way. 
when you are advised to save the file and check it 
from disc, 

If SPELL filename is used, a check will be 
carried out on the document called filename on 
disc, and again a return to Pretext command 
mode should follow. 



File transfer with Masterfile 
'User Basic' 

Finally, a long letter from 
Keith Kimber has been 
passed on to me, in which 
he comments on the fact 
that one of my earlier 
columns, on Masterfile and 
Pretext, prompted him to buy ACL/ for the first 
time, as he uses both. 

It appears that the article encouraged him to 
explore the User Basic facilities of Masterfile, in 
order to try to import data into Masterfile from 
another database and save himself a lot of 
typing. After a number of false starts, he man¬ 
aged to sort out the required Basic and transfer 
the data. Spurred on by this, he then went on to 
import all sorts of data from text files as well 
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=== BijEPflirM -= 

Stop Press' outs you right at the heart of the Desktop Publishing 
Revolution. Utilising dynamic WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You 
Get) facilities, Stop Press' makes it simple to create professional 
newsletters, leaflets, flyers, forms or in Fact anything where text and 
graphics are required. 

Stop Press' is the ideal publishing software solution For home 

enthusiasts, schools, societies and small businesses. 

= ~ 

Documents may be prepared using any of the superb selection of type¬ 
faces (12 or more) supplied or alternatively a typeface of your own 
design. 

Text can be entered bom within 'Stop Press' or imported from your 
preferred word processor with fully automatic on-screen text formatting 
as the fife toads. 

Centering, ragged right, and literal justification are all available. There 
also is full pixel resolution control over character size and spacing. 

As well as tne ability to import digitised images there are outstanding 
facilities for drawing, spraying and painting using either the patterns 
supof;ed or you r own pattern designs, enabling you to produce graphs, 
charts, diagrams and pictures. 

These can then be pasted, cropped or re-sized to fit any layout, and for 
those finishing touches a fantastic zoom is available. 



At anytime your pages can be previewed before being output to a wide 
range of E pson or compatible dot matrix printers 



‘Stop Press' can be used with a joystick or keyboard but the AMX MK III 
Mouse gives you the control and flexibility which you would expect from 
the most accurate pointing device available. Produced in Switzerland 
the AMX Mouse has a unique patented design which includes high 
resolution movement (D P I.) and superior ball technology to ensure 
that contact between the 
Mouse and surface is 
constant at all times. 



=§§==:£* rfld' EXTRA! 

Complimenting 'Stop Press', Extra! Extra! is a superb collection of 
ready made clip art and new typefaces coven-ig a wide variety of 
subjects and styles 


■STOP PRESS' IS AYAiLABLE FOR 

SOFTWARE 

ONLY 

WITH AMX 

MK. Itl MOUSE 

EXTRA! 

EXTRA! 

acorn- b&c/b + . -master 

£49.99 

E79 99 

£24 99 

AMSTRADPCW B25Bffl5ia 

£49.99 

£39.99 

- 

AMSWDCPC61W 

£49 99 

£79-99 

£24.99 

COMMODORE G4' J 2B 

C39-99 

£69.93 

— 


These superb products are available from all good computer dealers or 
direct by cheque, Access or Visa. All prices include VAT, postage and 
packing. Become your own publishing baron with StopPress 1 and start 
the presses rolling. 


m&iugm 
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ADVANCED MEMORY SYSTEMS LIMITED 


^ Imagination at your fingertips __ 

FOR INSTANT ACCESS OR VISA ORDERS TELEPHONE: (0925) 413501 M3E 
ADVANCED MEMORY SYSTEMS LIMITED 166-170 WHDEHSPOOL CAUSEWAY WARRINGTON W A 4 0 Q A 
TELEPHONE {0025} 413501 TELEX. 62S672 AMS G FAX 0925 50039 

TL'BELINK DN VICFIONET 300 ‘TL'BELINK t SuPPOR- 5 r H E: AW* MOUSG AmL> AlL AMS SOF TWaRF 
































































































Link your Amstrad CPC to the outside world with, 

miooliDh 



Electronic mail - The cheapest 
and fastest form of 
communication possible. It costs 
the same to send a message to 
one mailbox as to 500! 

Telex - Link up with 96,000 telex 
subscribers in the UK and f.5 
million worldwide. You can even 
send and receive telexes after 
office hours or while travelling. 

Telemessages - Type in your 
message before 8pm and 
delivery is guaranteed by first 
post the next day (except Sunday), 
anywhere in the UK and USA, 

Tele-booking — Reserve train and 
theatre tickets, check flight details 
worldwide, or order from a vast , 
range of products - from flowers 
to floppy discs. 

Advice - Call on a team of 
professional legal and financial 
advisors as and when you need 
them, for both business and 
personal problems. 

Company searches - Obtain facts 
about any British limited 
company in seconds, and fully 
analysed financial information on 
over 100,000 major companies. 

Translation - Access the biggest 
and most up-to-date 
multi-lingual dictionary 
in the world, with 
over 380,000 words. 

News - Use the powerful sea ref 
commands to pinpoint vital 
business information from the 
world's leading news services, 
newspapers and periodicals. 

Radiopaging - If you also have a 
pocket radiopager you'll be 
alerted each time an urgent 
message arrives in your mailbox. 
So you're always in touch. 

Gateways- Get through to New 
York in just five seconds - or key 
into the EEC computer in 
Luxembourg, which links you to 
600 databases throughout Europe. 


When you join MicroLink you've got 
the whole business world at your 
fingertips - 24 hours a day. You'll 
have immediate access to ALL the 
facilities offered by Telecom Gold 
... and a great deal more besides. 



Typical comm; packages 


Cirkit: Acoustic V23 modem + 
RS232 interface ft tape or disc 
comms software (£35.40) 


KDS: Minimax V21, V23 
autodial modem + RS232 
interface ft comms rum (£39) 


Pace: Nightingale V21, V23 
manual dial modern + RS232 
interface + Commstar rom 
(£153) 


Pace: Linnet V21, V23 autodial 
modem + RS232 /rtfefface + 
Commstar r pm (£213 ) _ 


All you need - apart from your Amstrad - is a 
modem, which plugs into your telephone wall 
socket, an HS232 interface and suitable 
communications software. 

We have provided a list of possible combin¬ 
ations (left}, ranging from the very cheapest to 
ones'which can automatically dial the Micro- 
Link telephone number and connect you 
directly to the service - all you have to do is 
type in your personal security password. 

Whichever equipment you use, you will be 
able to call MicroLink, open your mailbox, 
save to disc any messages waiting for you, 
and disconnect in as little as two minutes. 



More than 
90 per cent 
of subscribers 
can connect to 
the MicroLink 
computer at 
local cal) 
rates. 
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TO FIND OUT MORE 
Fill in the coupon and 
send it to the address 
below. Toil will receive 
full details of services 
an d costs, together with 
an application form. 
Complete this and 
within days you and 
■your Amstrad will be 
able to use all ihc 
services of MicroLink 
and Telecom Gold, 


i 


Please send me full details about MicroLink, antf information 
sheets about the following hardware and software options 
I pi ease circle): 

A B C D 


Name. 


Address- 


Postcode. 


/ i-- 


Send to MicroLink. Eurapae House Adlington Park, 
Addington, Macclesfield SK1G 5NP. 

ACU3 
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REVIEW 


/ / 




How much can a language be cut down 
and still bear the name of the original? 
Jeff Walker looks at an implementation 
of Pascal which has gone too far 


A FEW days later, after the nice man at the other 
end had made sure the CPC user's cheque was 
sitting snugly in his cosy bank account, the Pascal 
Rom arrived, 

Computer languages don't come cheap; £40 is 
usually the lowest price around, so this particular 
CPC user was a still a little sceptical of a £20 
Pascal especially one on- rom, even as he was 
opening the small, piain brown package it arrived 
in. 

The first thing to check out when buying a com¬ 
puter language is the documentation. Nobody 
expects a comprehensive tutorial on the lan¬ 
guage, but a clear and concise explanation Df the 
implementation is imperative. You would at least 
expect a list of all the built-in functions and re¬ 
served words, with some examples of how each 
works, 

After I had picked out the staples, sorted the 
pages into their correct order, and resiapied them 
together (wasn't I lucky!I, the documentation for 
this Pascal rom consisted of a slim, 24-page, 
photocopied booklet. 

The first half of the booklet informs you of 
some of the less severe limitations of the pro¬ 
gram, and attempts to teach you the basics of 
Pascal programming - something more revered 
authors have written 300 page books about - and 
the second halt is given over to page upon page 
of undocumented, confusing., and, in places, 
smudged listings. 

After reading the sechon About Pascal I was 
left wondering where the documentation about 
all the other Pascal reserved words was. Only 
slowly did it dawn on me that this version 
supports less than half of the functions you 
would expect from a "standard" Pascal. 

Pascal is a strongly "typed" language. In Basic 
we have four types: INTEGER. REAL (floating 
point!, STRING, and ARRAY. In Pascal there are 
more. For a start there should be things called 
RECORDS and SETs, and, along with INTEGER 
and REAL, there should be a CHAR type, a 


BOOLEAN type, and maybe even a STRING type. 

Pascal Compiler Rom has only one type: 
INTEGER. It seems you can have CHAR types and 
STRING types, but you must declare them as type 
INTEGER I?), 

The lack of a BOOLEAN type is a serious omis¬ 
sion, Because of this, the Pascal identifiers TRUE 
and FALSE are missing too. Boolean functions 
are among the 10 most useful things in the uni¬ 
verse when it comes to ease of programming and 
debugging. 

The lack of a REAL type means there Is no 
floating point arithmetic available, and this rules 
out the standard Pasca functions like SIN, COS, 
SQR, EXP, and any other function that may return 
a floating point number. 

The tack of RECORDS and SETs makes this 
implementation little more than an expensive 
toy. After all, Pascal was invented so that pro¬ 
grammers could structure their data in a clear 
and logical way. RECORDS and SETs are the data 
structures that enable you to do this, but not with 
this effort from John Morrison. 

Pascal Compiler Rom supports ARRAYs, but 
only single-dimensioned ones, John Morrison 
says this “is not much of a handicap". Maybe not, 
but it's one hell of a restriction. 

InpuhQutput is controlled solely by the READ' 
WRITE functions. Strangely, the BEADLN and 
WRITELN functions have been omitted. This 
alone will cause enormous problems when trying 
to convert standard Pascal code from the books 
you will no doubt buy or borrow in order to “earn 
the language. 

There are no built-in functions for reading/ 


writing to file from within a program. Library 
procedures are provided for saving and loading 
Binary files. Routines for Ascii files would have 
been more useful. 

Other important features of standard Pascals 
that this version omits are pointers, a FORWARD 
facility for procedures and functions, and facili¬ 
ties for compiling long source code files from 
disc. 

Pascal Compiler Rom cannot compile from 
ordinary text files, only files saved by its SAVE 
facility. This forces you to use John Morrison's 
awful built-in text editor. 

The verdict 

This implementation of the Pascal programming 
language is useless to beginners and experts 
alike because it is so far removed from the agreed 
standard. If you learn this version, you'll have to 
start all over again when you gel hold of the real 
thing, 

I've go* nothing good to say about this piece of 
"software". Do yourself an enormous favour and 
steer well clear of John Morrison's Pascal 
Compiler WOM. No that's not a misprint,.,it 
stands for Waste Of Money. 


The Pascal Compiler Pom costs £19.95 and is avail¬ 
able froirt Job rj Morrison, 4 Rein Gardens. Trngley, 
W. Yorkshire, m UR. Tel. 105321537507 
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Slow line to 
Hacksville 

Vox - steamin' and rollin' - follows 
every cheat's train of thought 


W HAT a start to a hackers column. 

Sol, the world's one and only literary 
cat critic, passed her verdict or my 
prose while it was in the micro¬ 
writer. She also passed a large amount of re¬ 
cycled, liquidised cat food over it 
After a frantic wash down, rubbing with 
surgical spirit, scraping with a dinner knife and 
boiling in disinfectant, Sol is beginning to feel as 
if she shouldn't have done it. 

This month's Hairy Hacking spot is, in fact, 
being typed in on my microwriter in a recently 
vacated railway carriage on a train that is cur¬ 
rently heading out for Brentwood, The time is 
already five minutes past nine, and yours truly is 
going to be late as usual. 

In order to explain my extreme lateness to 
those concerned, I have compiled a translation 
sheet for use by newcomers to the British Rail 
fiasco, which the cutting department will prob¬ 
ably tag on the end like a badly fitting guards van 
Idon't peek now!). 

Still, British Rail has its good points, and its bad 
points, but why do they all have to be fraen? Mo 
matter, here's something to take your mind off it. 
This is for the secret squirrels among you, who 
want an encryption program. 

Useful eh? No? Well what about the save and 
load screen calls from February's Assembly Point 
put in R$X form then ? Come on, there must be 
something in there for you somewhere, 

Oh yes, fhere r s another version of speedlock 
(spit!) to crack, and the Arch-Hacker Justin has 
got it off the production line already. Still, on with 
the show. 


Got a Cray? 



Richard Martin from Swansea has sent in just 
such a pile of proggyettes (twice, actually) and 
left me to construct a loader for them, The en¬ 
cryption scheme is remarkably simple, and effec¬ 
tive. What's more is that it doesn't matter a bit if 
you know how it works, you'll still be unable to 
crack it without the key (unless you have handy 


access to a Cray or similar!, So then, this is how it 
works: 

You type in I ENCRYPT/'filename","encryption 
key'' to encrypt the file and I DECRYPT, 1 ' 
filename","encryption key" to decrypt it. Humble 
464 owners have to use AS=''filename ri , 
BS-^encryption key' 1 and then (ENCRYPT 
ffi A$/d BS as they always have done with few 
complaints. 

Oh. all right, a more detailed description then. 


Every character in the file is XORed with the 
result of the last mucking about, It is then XORed 
with the next character of the key. Simple eh ? 
OK, smart alec, you write one like it then. 

The encrypted file is sort of illegible but more 
so; a bit like the H.H, column really. 

This listing {where even the checksums have 
checksums) creates a proggy on disc/tape called 
ACU.BIN with all the good bits in it: 
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HACKING 



13 OPENEWT 'IflUEftQRf HI HEM-1: CLOSEOUT 
20 HEhQK'f B3fFF 
33 nsi003:it = V 
40 t = B4000:C =0 

50 SEW at: 1F a$- v THEM 206 

(0 i=VAL(T<-aS);tM.+« 

70 POKE i 

S0 IF i H&D 8<>fl THEN 50 
90 □ i=g t+1:READ »S 

100 IF toVALCS'+aJ) ™EN PRINT'ERFvR 
in Lin«';n;' of the 
data‘:END 1'3 n=n+1:t=B:GOTO 30 
m READ a:IT K>gx THEN PRINTS rave 

missed a Line . 

scme^here.-ltMO 210 SAVE’acus',o,i4000,i 
III PSINT'Thst s a L. 4 oLks 1 

1WMMA 21,3B,96,01,3f,96,(3,01,366 

1001 DATA Bt ( rE,B?,21,7.4,93,t2^-,3D5 
1032 DATA 90,(D,6 Ej 98,D8,CO,&0,BC,54F 
1003 DATA 3M5 f FE,1A,C2,FF,98,FMA3 
1834 DATA AE,A8,C1,23,B7,ED,52,30,460 

1005 DATA 84,ED,5A,18,03,2A,E5,96,3 i0 

1006 DATA CD,95,BC,38,[0,00,92,60,55 

1007 DATA [3,7O,BC,FF, 0 2,28,06,21,5 J tB 

1008 DATA 92,9B,C5,21,9B,CD,65,98,'*' F 
1309 DATA 5 ) 8 ,CD,80,BC,38,05,FE, iA,4io 
Ifl’B DATA C2,FF,96 ,AE,a 8,47,23,B7,400 
1011 DATA ED,52,31,84,ED,5A,18,03,2D5 
'012 DATA 2A,E5,99,CD,95,B(,38,E1,4E 
1613 DATA CD,92,eC,C3,7D,3C,CD,7A,55E 

H 0K DATA BC,CD,SF,BC,DO,6E,00,DDj“F. 

1015 DATA 66,81,C5,00,23,DD,23,CD,419 

1016 DATA 2C,96,C5,E5,11,6D,9C,C0,4$8 

1017 DATA 77,BC,38,0E,2',D6,9B,CD,3D8 

1018 DATA EA,9A,Ei ,DD,E1,CD,FD,9A,68f 

1019 DATA 37,C9,22,E5,9B,E1 ,C1 ,E5,as9 


DAU 


l l >«* V,'?J' ET '«.59i 

3 »*« CM,,|, ij', C !'7f'* ( ' JT ,«r 

4 WM 5a,E3 U'd'il’t*'**' 19 ' 3 *? 

! MM 2J,V U f 

& 6TA E9 
£y MTU £1 u 

:i «:M ,M 3 ;,T7,'L S '5I' ,s '»* 551 

M3 < kcimm S'!!'! 

MU ft7a 01 

; 0 i;^; fl c 0 & ; c T s ? ; - 51F 


041 DATA 
0A2 DATA 
fltj DATA 
044 DATA 
045 DATA 

1046 DATA 

1047 QA T A 

1048 DATA 

1049 DATA 

1050 DATA 

1051 DATA 

1052 DATA 

1053 DATA 


99,AT,CD,95,3C 

78, CD,95,60,79 
06,10,30,00,05 
&C,75,C6,95,60 
B0,F1,C1,3C,V3 
Bt ,21,EE,96, CD 
TD,77,01,77,23 
01, CD,07,99,04 
f 6,34,80,77,23 
F0,77,8'i,28,I* 

D4,06,9A,D0,tD 

36,9A,CO,06,9A 

F8,99,30,05,18 


(■77,358 


;,(!),3S,B(,52A 
,0D,95,60,52D 
,(5,CD,35,310 
,79 ,CD,95,52D 
,EE,03,&F,4FA 
,07,99,00,563 
,FD,36,00,342 
,25,94,00,49' 

,FD,BE,01,387 

,[0,07,99,3E3 

,6E, 01,00,400 

,28,[A,0D ,3 F B 

,E7,00,07,519 



04 Si 9 J r ■'! -' fl Ffi ' 5 E ' 0 M 68 
J,B,CB,39,03,39,CBJ? r 5 t a1 

“I,04,78, F|,50 3fl 5 7, 

34,00,340 


1064 DATA FD,7E, 

1065 DATA F0,46, 

1066 DATA EE,9B,7i 
' 047 DATA F9,C1,F1 

1068 DATA 7E,00,10 

1069 DATA 00 ,CB,Ff 

1070 DATA 01,00,95 

1071 DATA, 35 ,00,Fl 
1071 DATA 06,0';,38 
1013 DATA FI,09,3D 

1074 DATA 96,CD,2C 

1075 DATA CD,77,B0 

1076 DATA CD,EA,9A 
1377 SATA CD,80,60 
10-78 DA T A 00,FD,21 
1079 DATA 97,20,26 
ICBC DATA 80,BC,^F 

1081 DATA 3E,E0,C5 

1082 DATA [0,80,B0 

1033 DATA B0,FI,01 

1034 DATA BC,4F,47 
1036 DA r A 06,CD,60 

1086 DATA 76,E6,07 

1087 DATA 67,6A,E5 
1068 DATA 3B,C9,3B 

1089 DATA 29,29 ,29 

1090 DATA 79,20,05 

1091 DATA FD,7E,02 

1092 OA'4 53,20,03 
1 093 DATA 18,8B,F5 

1094 DATA CD,5A,B5 

1095 DATA CD,5A,BB 

1096 SATA F5,3E,BD 

1097 DATA CD,5A,BB 
1094 DATA 38,06,FE 

1099 DA T A CD,5A,8B 

1100 DATA 9B,E5,21 

1101 DATA El,03,rD 

1102 DATA DD,66,01 
1 '.03 DATA 6f ,M ,C9 


,FE,7f,03,F5,C6,54A 

,78,00,95,B0,21,3TA 
,23,00,95,60,10,458 
,C9,FD,34,00,FD,5A2 
,7F,DS,F5,FD,7E,543 

,Ct,95,8t,F0,7E,563 
,9C,f 1 ,t9,F5,F0,5CB 
,{t,3E,9A,F5,78,438 
,03,00,3E,4F,47,1EB 
,21,00,90,02,21,456 
,9B,E5,11,6D f 9C,42E 
,38,0A, 21,06,96,304 

El,03,Ft,9A,El,660 

,[0,BE ,BC,11,00,301 

,E.9,9B,CO f 80,90,440 

,CD,S0,0C,47,00,41 A 
,CD,38,BE,06,16,362 
,F5,CD,80,60 ,47,448 
,4T,Fl,F5,CD,32,530 
,3C ,10,EO,C3,7A f 4E3 
,CMM0,7F,28,447 
r 6C,FD,77,02,D5,4iA 

,87 f V, 87,06,03,483 
,16,00,(0,30,06,390 
,D5,El,29,29,19,362 
,29,Dl,19,EB,CS,344 
,[D,80,0CJB - ,®3,2C2 
,12,tt,H,7A,FE,360 
,16,80,10,10,07,17( 
,7£,O9,7F,20,06,386 
,23,lS,F5,CB,BF f 49C 
1J F1,C9,CD,EA,9A,5ED 
,CD,5A,BB,3E,0A,36A 

,F1,09,7t ,FE,6l,579 
,76,30,02,06,28,2DF 

,23,10,EF, 03,30,307 

,72,90,CD,EA,9A,4TF 
,9A,F5,BD,6E,00,57B 
,46,23,7E,23,66,264 
,00,00,00,00,40,276 


104 DATA 96,03,09 ^ f3 3fi <M 
;« ««rc «,M ,tj 1J 994* «' 

J; 59,50,04,5; 4 j' 5? ', s ' 

? •«'< *E,Zf,*r ,U » t(5?' 
09 0ATA 52,45,45,46 21 IT if 

s SK 111 

!ss$$!pxii 

! as 

™ "ffii&g’ji'Sii 

;;;; 


Finally, this little loader hauls it ail in to the 
right place fn nnemory (provided that you haven't 
got too many roms in there): 


10 Leader f or RSA's ENCSTPT, DECRYPT, 
SCREEN,LOAD, SCREEN,SAVE 
20 SY1BOI AFTER 256 
30 1EH0RY £97FF 

40 LCAD acu.bin ,05600 j CALL £9800 
50 ST1BOL AFTER 248 


As mentioned 3 little while back (or a long 
while if you've just typed that lot in) two other 
commands are now available: I SCREEN.SAVE 
and I SCREEN.LOAD. There should be some bar 
characters in there, but typesetting tend to loose 
them in the cracks between the keys. 

Any road up, these new commands (when 
followed by a filename) will load or save a screen 
in a compressed format. Real neat for sending 
piccys to your friend, 'cos one compressed 
screen AND this program lakes up less space 
than a normal screen. 

The drawback is that it can get a bit too over 
enthusiastic with a screen that doesn't compress 
too well, thus creating a file larger than the 
original. This don't happen too often though, and 
I look forward to the next dispatch from Swansea. 

Meanwhiles, all you video junkies can get your 
greasy mits and brain cells (greasy brain cells?) 
round infinite fives for a tape version of G remlin's 
Jack the Nipper 2 by good ol' Justin, This Is a 
PASTEjR! job, which means: Rewind the original 
tape to the start, RUN this little program, insert 
the origina.!, press play and then any key. See 
why I shorten it 7 


10 

MODE 1:MEMORY 12345 


70 

tot=e 


30 

FOR n=l80 TO 49S 


40 

READ a$:a=VAL("!>a$) 


50 

POKE n,s;tot-tot+a 


60 

NEXT n 


70 

IF tOt<>2185 THEN PRINT 

Tcu ve irade 


£ mitsake in the data.,': 

END 

80 

LOAD ',44180 


90 

CALL £80 


100 

DATA F3,21,00,41,11,08 

,91,05 

110 

DATA 01,00,B2,ED,36,21 

,94,00 

120 

DATA 22,05,B r ,C9,AF,32 

,5C,7£S 

130 

DATA ^3,00,40,43 



And now a phone phreak special, brought to 
you by Vax and Christopher Price, He suggested 
the Original program, but managed to get a few 
bits wrong here and there. I fiddled with it until it 
worked, and the results are here for anyone to 
type in: 


10 

SOUND- 64, 

,1:REF 

1 Kill 

scjrd qu< 

*ue 

40 


“O 

f-f-i 

*&■ 

1 —j 

7^ 

m 

*** 

knl 

—n 

at=" THEN 40 

45 

PRINT at, 

f; 




50 

t= 

50 :v=5 





55 

IF 

a$=T 

THIN 

P s 90;p 

=S2:5DT0 

150 

60 

IF 

±j 

Ik 

•V 

THEN 

p=90 in 

=47:S0TD 

150 

65 

IF 

ai-'3 

THEN 

p s 90 :o 

s42:S0T0 

150 

70 

IF 

ata'f 

THEN 

p=fi 1 :o 

■52:S0T0 

150 
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464 


664 


612 S 


Learning CAN be fun 


• Use your Amstrad to teach and amuse 
your children at the same time. 


• Three packages crammed full of 
educational programs - and 
so easy to use! 


• Each program has been 
educationally approved 
after extensive testing in 
the classroom. 


Ages* 2-5 


Alphabet 

Colours 

Counting 

House 

Magic Garden 

Matchmaker 

Numbers 

Pelican 

Seaside 

Snap 



PELICAN 

Teach your c/iifdnen to cross the 
road safety at a Pelican crossing 



HOUSE 

Select the colours to draw a house 
— hours of creative entertainment 




Ages 5-8 


Balance 
Castle 
Derrick 
Fred’s Words 

Hilo 

Maths Test 
Mouser 
Number Signs 
Seawall 
Super Spell 



NUMBER SIGNS 

Prowide the correct arithmetic 

sign and aim to score ten out of ten 



BALANCE 

Learn maths the fun way. Type in 
the answer to balance the scales 


Ages 8-12 


Anagram 

Codebreaker 

Dog Duck Corn 

Guessing 

Hangman 

Maths Hike 

Nim 

Odd Man Out 
Pelmanism 
Towers of Hanoi 



HANGMAN 

Improve your child’s spelling with 
this ft tn version of the popular game 



ODD MAN OUT 

Find the word that does not fit - 
before your time runs out 


Send toi Database Publications, FUN SCHOOL £fl,95 
FREEPOST, Europa House, Ag* 2-5 6077/60 .. I. _J 

Adlington Park, Adlington, Agf 8 T 2 608 Z ( <jOhI [ -- 

Macclesfield SK10 5NP> 'Add £l for Europe ‘‘Add £2 far Oiwreeus 


Order at any time of. the day or niffht 


Telephone Order*: 

0629 676326 

Orders br Ptesfol: 

Key *66. then 6141)66363 

MieroLin ft.-T etecnm Gold 

72:MA«001 

ENQUIRIES ONLY: 0625 B70640 9am -5pm 


Don't forget ifi give your name, arfdress and credit card number 


Fayment; please indicate method ) 

| | Access- Maslerchaige/EuroraTd / Barclaywtid/Vija 

Card No. L_1 _J_ J_ j L_l_ t I I L-l—I—i—> I—>—I—I—I 

^ Cheque PO made payable to Database Publicatrons Ltd 


Expiry date 

/ 


Name_ 

Address 


Signed 


Tel: _ 


A277 j 


Please aibw up to 28 days fur de fruery 









































































































75 if *i=’5- tH tN p =6 lQ ;^;^ J.; J 
80 If at=-6 T«E« P a ;i 10 ;g:S55 ill 
85 IF aJ- 7" r m f^V C .:,7 GOTO 50 

90 IF sS*'f THEN P*XV -il'-rOTO 50 
95 IF at=y THSN p=73:oM2,<iOTO 151 

m IF *S='ff THEM P^^lrS 151 

ns if i*-v mu p-*i !o ; 5 .5‘. 8 "; JH 

m n ^ the* p*j} :o :g:S!S S 

115 n -it then ■>-; ;S 

120 If ^ THEN P=J; = °-S'mi!| 50 

1? C r F aS :t THEN p-75;o-38 :GOTO J 

a j F all ;,EV 151 

135 IE aJ--T THEN ESiD 

U5 GOTO 40 

110 REN DTFN tone subroutine 
155 SOUND 17 ,p,t,v:REN Pi Lai tar , 
iinked '.Mr ■".esct spend. 

160 SOUND UfOftjY'.RES Over tone 

165 GOTO 40 __ 


What is it ? Well, you know the funny tones 
made by most American phones, Vodaphpne' 1 
Cellnet, and some PABXs ? The sort yoo need to 
get on to certain phone services (like Cubby 
Russel Is' Horoscopes! 1 these days 7 Well, these 
are called DTFM tones, and the program up top 
makes your humble straddy emulate them, 

It is, however, a tricky business, It involves 
making sure the value of V in the program (line 
50) is about half the maximum volume for your 
machine 13-6 for a 464, 6-10 for a 6128). Also, you 
have to have the volume turned to about 75 per 
cent, and some mouthpieces need to be tilted a 
bit. 

Make sure that the mouthpiece is not too close 
to the monitor or it will pick up a lot of hum. 
Sometimes it helps if you stand on one leg and 
chant mantras. Get the picture 1 
Apart from that, it works, and you can actually 
dial with it through systenvX exchanges and 
most PABX exchanges. Maybe you could write 
yourself a phone directory proggyette ? 

Now we'll give the typesetters another chance, 
and try Justin's relatively successful infinite 
energy and time for tape Starlight's Red LEO, 
You can PASTE[ft| or forward past the first file 
and run the routine, take your pick, A side effect 
of the infinite energy poke is that the energy bar 
is a wee bit erratic. Ignore it as it isn't a problem, 
Well, not much of one anyway: 



7 


HACKING 


7 


The bar really isn't a problem, you know. 

Now a poke from Justin that was really popular 
with me old moggie Sol after she'd cleaned out a 
plate of baked beans. Yes, infinite lives for the . 
tape version of Elite's Thunder Cats. And by now 


you will have all forgotten about that problem 
with the bar in Red LED, which lyou may remem¬ 
ber) isn't much of a problem really. 

?J :? fl 70 S7C? 

50 Jo}? f :a£ ^ U "^4S) 




30 LOAD 
Jf CALL S7st? 

WA 21 bg g 7 33 , 

«» DATA «$"' a ' U 'K-IUS 


Can you cope with more ? Good, now for infin¬ 
ite energy, lives and energy again for all the bits 
of Mastertronic's Agent X II. 

This is a weird poke because of the fact that this 
game is a multi load- The program will bury itself 
in the game and decide when a new section has 
been loaded and make the pokes accordingly, 
Quite clever methinks (head swell, widen the 
doors!. 

Oh by the way, if you don't want to use the 
pokes here are the passwords to the different 
levels: 

For Level 2-LOUDHAILER GOOSE 
For Level 3-PIT1FUL LOBSTERS 

You are given a password at the end of level 3, 
but it seems to have no use at all. In case you 
wish to know what it is, here it is. 

For Level ????-5MALL CHANGE GOT RAINED 

ON. 

That just about wraps it up I think, pheew. 


10 ml 

20 tot=3 

^ for 

i0 REAfc &+aSJ 

56 tot~tot+aiPQKE iiji 

% l“l«o57U 

you’d better Shetk the ds-* 
80 LOAD ",04003 


Vhosops 



100 DM* 1 i'ni'“Zha’71 20 a 
110 DMA 
120 DATA V 

130 DATA 65,0V^ 7 ' 03 ' C p J' 
U0 DATA 
150 DATA 
HI |ATA 

170 DATA da, 5c, c9,32,9^ 


Oh no, we've got two mere to come. Infinite 
lives for Electric Dream's Firetrap, Tape again, 
PASTE[R]. Getting predictable, isn't it ? 


II 1^.J 4 5 

20 tot-0 

I! 2L-?* fC 

5, n!° • t ’”Hi(TA,t) 

ctrL fTJ; 33 ’ r,E " nil > 7 '° 1 ' <«r 

33 LOAD tor ,":£nd 



Last one this, Can you stand the excitement ? 
Well, this is for Domarks' Star Wars, tat your 
heart out Ronnie Reagan. 

Forward past the first file and run the routine. 
While it J s loading, go out and see Spacebars at 
your local flicks: 


20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 


110 

120 


J £ .?E«W tlFFF.'flMDFR 0 
FOS itg JO l 5 :H£ji|> c: i Nk n 
load T,g£iaa ' c - 

LOAD ’I ,82000 

fj" ™ TiilIK J, 0 ;AIEXT a 
LOAD T,iC 000 } 

■°°*f 

POKE B63C5,0 
POKE mtij 
POkE S65C7,0 
4 ALl fi£lE6 


NeXT i 


T3, 


Unfortunately another version of Speedlock 
(spit!) has just arrived on the scene. As with the 
previous version, which still isn't redundant, it is 
possible to write a routine that can be used for all 
games using this type of speedlock (spit!) with a 
few extra lines added on to the end, 

Justin Has entitled it the PR ODDER, as opposed 
to the poker. It therefore follows that the code 
tacked on the end -s the PROD. Keep this one 
safe, 'cos well probably be using it a lot in the 
future (until they change speedlock (split! I'm 
running out of brackets and spittle] j again}: 


5 

10 

20 

30 

40 

58 

60 

70 


90 

100 

110 

m 

130 

T40 

150 

160 

170 

180 


* 1 * Me 'PRODJEtT V2.fi ( 
''ODE 1:Alti1DAy 12343 
LOAD " 

Suiti 0 ;jodr- 43 E 00 
READ ai;a=VAH"flMa 4 > 

'F a >256 THEN G 070 Sfi 

POKE adffr y a; su(n= S guf a 

addr=eddrM, f GQ70 40 
IF s Linos THEN PR in TDfi 
tetter chett the data, 
CALL &BE 00 

“ TJ - f3,21,0f,b e ,3 s ,e3 
MTA Dt, 22 , 33 ,he,c 3,33 

0 J i.A 37 , 50 , 2 f,fb,bi?,22 
HAM c 3 , 0 f, 34 / dd, 2 a, 5 ? 
data 56 , 59 , 66 , 2 a, 5 h,be 
0 AM 2 f,be, 7 i, 32 ,j 0 , be 

H6TA 00,2a,5d,6e,n,3e 
MM 23 , 72 , 2 a, 5 f,b P ,e 9 J 


c.) ACU 1987 


Nc: 7(!g 

END 

,32,32 
,32,cd 
,Sc,34 
,be,ea 
-76,32 
■ cd,00 
■se,73 


lt»(f 


Now to whet your appetite land justify the use 
of this routine), here is a PROD for Freddy 
Hardest. Have fun: 


,3a,00, 


67 




is r. 

10 L 0 HAT A ab, 85 fa^ 2 _ a . - 
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HACKING 



Now, afore ye go, here's that BR to English mini- 
dicfionary I was on about: 


''Bing! Bong! We apologise for the late 

a rrival/ca nee Nation of your train, this is due 

to: ,r 

No guard being available 

He is available, but drunk. 

Shortage of rolling stock 

Excess of laughing stock. 

Operational difficulties 
Train crash. 

Severe operational difficulties 
Big train crash. 

Fault requiring fitter's attention 

The guard is very drunk, very heavy 
and we need help to shift him. 

An incident at 

Someone got squashed. 


VAX'S GUIDE TO BRSPEAK 

An earlier incident at... 

And he's taking a long time to scrape 
off the rails. 

Engineering works 

Oh no tt doesn't. 

Earlier difficulties at... 

That one was late too. 

Leaves on the line 

Where the hell is that train ? 

Points failure 

Eric just got 21 points on the pools 
and has jacked in his job. 

Line failure 

A Sine of white powder, a mirror and 
a straw caused driver failure. 

Overhead power failure 

Changing the fuse is way over the 
electrician's head. 



Vandalism 

Bored passengers have smashed up 
the train. 

Vandalism to overhead lines 

Bored passengers have strung up the 
driver and guard. 

Our mind-boggling inefficiency 

This is my last day in this crummy 
station, and I don't care if I do tell 
the truth. 

"British Rail wish to apologise for the delay, 
and any inconvenience it may have caused. 
Bing I Bong I Christ, Brian. Look at all those 
mug commuters. Will they never learn ?" 

See y'afl next month, if the train has pulled into 
Brentwood by then. Vax V Suz 


Wl 

m 


DkSCDUilT SDFTUJflfiE 
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DISC GAMES 


A*r Music Syitom . .-.- 25.95 

Adv An Studio ...19 95 

6 Pack Velum* 2 ......— ,11-95 

Sallow fit 2fl.....10-95 

Blue War ...™.11-95 

Cotas&ut Che&s 4. 11.95 

Drill&f ....—..... 1 4.95 

Epy* Epic*,—... 16.93 

Elto .. 10.03 

Exetofl....... . .. 1 1-95 

F« SI** Eagle .... 11 95 

HaPyw«d HMlrtu... 20-95 

Indana Jones ....„.. tl.93 

GryZH.....11-95- 

Gama §et £ Malch ..1 4 95 

Live Ammo ... 11 95 

Me&nmsi 81 ZB . ..: r .20.95 

Magnificenl 7 . 1405 

Match Day 2...11.95 

Out Rim .........1193 

Road Runnw .. 11.95 

Solid Gold....... 1G 95 

ScfafeWo Oaluj* . .-.12 95 

Stanglider . - 1G95 

Tranter ...... ..T1,95 

Thun^feali ..... 11 95 

Trivial PuremB... 16.95 

Tai Pan . ....119* 

Th# Pawn 8128. . .-.16.95 

Wizball...11 95 

Xo*.. 1195 

Wortd LeadBrboard. . ... 11 95 


DISC SERIOUS 


Matrix......._ r 20-95 

Maxam {a&£/d&*) ..21.95 

PmteJd ....-.-..21.95 

Prospeii. .. 2C0* 

Promsf-ge. .20.95 

French ..-.1-6.95 

German Master .... 16 95 

Tatwort 6T26.. -—19.50 

Tasv^rd 4fi4D... .19.03 

Tsspall.......12.0* 

Tasp rim...rum ..1095 

Tasc Qpy .-. 10 95 

Tastfsry..-...1°-0 S 

Tas Sign 6128. 23.95 

Ma&tertite ill...32 95 

Maabarealc 12B. ..--2B.95 

Mini Office II . 15.95 


cpm based 


Suporcslc 2... 

Mrtsam II. 

Dr CBasic . 

Dr Pascal MT* 

Dr Dtew. 

Dr Graph. 

Nevada Fortran 
Nevada Cobol.. 

Devpac 80 V2.. 

Pasta* 80 . 

His oft C. 

Two FHrg&ri Typing 
Crash Cduraa Typing 


CASSETTE BASED 


5B& 


■Garnish Master.. .14 95 

French Mistress.....14.95 

Spanish Tutor....14.95 

Mini Office ll ....H 95 

PfOlevI......16.95 

Tasword 464.... 15.95 

TaEjprinl 464..-.... 8 50 

Tascupy 464 ,, a . , ...0.50 

Maxam... M .„.16 95 


ROM BASED 


iitiillf 

.41.95 
. 30.05 
.34.95 
.34.95 
.09.95 
.39.95 
. 35,95 
.35.95 
.35.95 
.35.05 
. 35.05 
,.21 05 
.31.05 


Write-. 

Maxam ......- 32.95 

PfflteXl .*.„«....32.95 

refill.-....32.95 

Utopia. ...£4.05 

PratftelE .....,............ £0.95 

Pfcmer^e*... 20.95 

Rndoa.....28.95 

Rptn&a Rsrn Beard .. ,, .,,,.33.95 

Refute wish any Ftem ... 20.95 


BOOKS & MANUALS 


Mastenng M^Codfe ... 8 0* 

Anatomy of Sha CPC ....14.05 

Programming Ihe ZJW....19 95 

120 Firmware SpfrC. .... . .. . 17 0* 

DDI Fimnwara Spec......9 50 

Amatfad CPM* Bock ..12 9* 

IritrO to CPM# ......7 96 




ACCESSORIES 


Oil Cassette Lead . S.W 

Printer Lead 1m... 8.95 

Pnmer Load i 5m . 0.95 

Printer Lead 2.0m . 10.05 

RS232 Leads VaS.. 11.95 

DMP 2000 Rihborii . ..3.95 

DMP 8« Buffer Kit ...—. 6 95 

Mono Sc,-een Filter. .12.05 

Colour Filtef . 14.95 

Gunshof Joystick .. S-95 

Spike Proieaor . 11.95 

Ofickshol Turbo ... . l£.95 

Com^ Pro 5000 . 14.95 

4-64 Monitor EjcE Leads . 6.95 

128 Monitor Laadi .7.96 

1000 Fanfold labels. S.0* 

Single CF2 Disc........ - .2.95 

Second Dm* Lead . .-.7.95 

64* Memory Exp. {464)... 3*9* 

Doc Box Hokfe 20. .-.11 95 


HARDWARE 


AmsJrad Modem . .fi6.95 

RS S33 Imerisc* .55 95 

LinnM Modem .....,,139.95 

Hew DMP21M Pimter 1 SOCPS.159.95 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 

BOX OF 10 JUST £25.95 


All Drices include oostaoe oackinq and VAT in the U.K. Overseas orders welcome - Please write for prices. Please send Cheques/P.O.'s to:- 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (ACU) 


a 


40 Queen Street, Hitch In, Herts SG4 9TS 
Call (0462) 32897 for enquiriesVAccess orders/callers welcome 
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REVIEW 


1 / 



Are you afraid to admit your foibles 
to your computer? Rupert Goodwin isn't 


F IRST there was adventure to tax your 
intelligence. Next in line were the arcade 
games that tested your physical reactions. 
Then came Trivial Pursuit to plumb the 
depths of your memory What attributes of the 
human persona remain untouched by the com¬ 
puter game? None, as of now. 

Scruples has made it to the small screen to test 
and expose your conscience. Any claims you 
might have to being an all-round good guy (or 
gal) will be severely strained. 

The original Semples is a board game that can 
be more embarrassing than misspelling chrys¬ 
anthemum in Scrabble, more divisive than the 
aforementioned Trivial and more revealing than 
Monopoly-inspired rampant greed, 
ft involves friends and loved ones posing the 
sort of questions that sitcoms are made of, For 
example, if you were in a public building and 
desperately needed to go to the loo, and only the 


ones for the opposite sex were open, would you 
use them? 

More to the point, would you admit it to your 
mother? Even more to the point, would your 
mother admit it to you? 

The mechanics of the non-computer game 
ingeniously incorporate Inquisition, indecision 
and social interaction. The questions come in a 
set of Dilemma cards, which are dealt out five to a 
player, Each participant also gets an Answer card 
which can be Yes, No or Depends, 

Every turn, a player picks a Dilemma and 
chooses another player who has to answer the 
question. If the second player's answer matches 
the quizzer's Answer card, then the first person 


wins and can throw away the Dilemma card. 

If the answers differ, the first player merely 
exchanges the Dilemma card tor a different one. 
The winner is the one who manages to get rid of 
all Dilemma cards first, 

Not nasty enough for you, huh? Whatever the 
result of a question, the asker can challenge the 
answer if he felt the victim was a little untruthful. 
He then has to give an answer he considers 
correct, and the rest of the players vote. 

If the challenger wins, he gives a Dilemma card 
away to the person who gave the incorrect 
answer. If the vote goes the other way, the loser 
gets a card from the winner, A lot depends on just 
how plausible an answer can be made, 

No doubt you can see how, with questions of 
an appropriate squirm factor, the potential for 
discomfort is pretty high, But with so much riding 
on human interaction, how can a computer ver¬ 
sion of the game have anything to offer? 

Leisure Genius have programmed the machine 
with what Douglas Adams called Genuine People 
Personality (Arthur Dent: "Sounds awful" 
Marvin: "It is'l, Within the game live 64 different 
opponents for you to choose from, and each has 
a reasonably complex set of traits. 

There are 12 aspects covering such things as 
trust, honesty, integrity and personal relation¬ 
ships. These are re presentee as a bar chart from 
5 (strong) through 0 (average! to -5 
I non existent). 

Once you've selected your computerised foes 
by face and named them, you have to enter each 
human player by setting the 12 traits. The com¬ 
puter checks that there's nothing obviously amiss 
(honesty +5, trust -5, for example! and smooths 
out any anomalies. 

Up to eight players can participate, any or all of 

► 
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which (whom?) can be run by the computer. 
Their faces are lined up, wanted poster-wise, on 
the right hand side of the screen. 

One of the weirder aspects of the game is the 
twitching that goes on here; eyebrows wobble, 
mouths grimace and bra ws furrow. All part of the 
GPP, folks, and during times of stress it can be 
quite heartening to see the computer look wor¬ 
ried, Serves it right, too. 

By the way, the physogs tend to represent the 
personality; someone who winks incessantly at 
you is going for the adult options (there is a little 
wife swapping here), and those who wear dark 
glasses are not to be trusted. Know your cliches. 

As can reasonably be expected from the com¬ 
pany that produced a true classic in Computer 
Scrabble, the graphics are clear and distinctive. 
There are a few signs of a disappointing lack of 
attention to detail - sorry if I sound like my 
mother but having "beleive" in one of the main 
game prompts isn't very impressive. 

Likewise the bar charts that appear to show 
personality have no keys on them to show what 
reading is what trait. Not even a number. As 
you've only got three seconds to see them, this is 
a useless feature. 

A joystick suffices to control everything except 
typing in names, and providing you can move a 
pointer over a picture you will have no problems 
in running the thing. 

There are only two points of annoyance. One is 



the lack of oops options - if you make a mistake 
when answering a question of filling in a per¬ 
sonality you never get a chance to alter or retract, 
And the second is that questions vanish at 
inconvenient times during the challenge stage - 
the state some people get in during this game 
ruins their memory and not being able to refer 
back is genuinely frustrating 

Out to get you 


The computer does its best to be real people, If 
you consistently reply out of character, it updates 
its internal idea of your warm, outgoing, friendly 
personality you told it about to include the dis¬ 
tressing signs of paranoia it can't help but notice. 
Yes, even your computer is out to get you. 

And if any of the computer-controlled people 
get too many cards because you're getting close 
to understanding them, then they start to answer 
out of character until the odds even a little. 

Initially disturbing it might be, but seeing a 
grandmother admit to bribery and a liking for 
blue videos broadens the mind if nothing else. 

Does it work? It's a valiant attempt. The things 
a computer should do well, like managing the 
cards and keeping everyone in order, are done if 
not with panache then with aplomb. 

The subtler aspects of psilicon psychology are 


more difficult to judge, bu t there's enough depth 
in the computer-generated personality to give 
more than a few good games. Don't expect them 
to add anything of substance if you've got more 
than a couple of live humans to play with though; 
the genuine article is much shiftier. 

Perhaps the real weakness is in the questions 
provided and the reasons you can choose from to 
back up a challenge. There are about 300 ques¬ 
tions and each has about 12 reasons to argue. 

More than once I wanted to pick a bone with 
the computer about a choice, and my reason 
wasn't on the list. For example... well, the ques¬ 
tion *s too outrageous for a family magazine, but I 
wanted to say no for health reasons. The com¬ 
puter insisted on dragging morals into it, 

I quibble. Scruples is a fine program, and the 
perfect excuse to get the computer going during 
a party. Less fun in the quiet solitude of the tra¬ 
ditional hacker's bedroom, but get a few friends 
around the table and things will get interesting, 
Guaranteed. Just make sure they are either very 
good friends or ones you wouldn't mind lasing... 

Scruples is available from Virgin Games 2-4 
Vernon Yard, Portobeilo Hoed, London W11 
2DX. It costs £9.35 on tape and £14,95 on disc. 




( NOW I HAVE 'fl&SWE 
1 Til NEVER SPEND 

ANOTHER evening* 

- (N ALONE! A 


WVYUO COULD THAT ^ 
have BEEN?.. SOUNDS 
tNTEPZSrtNG! ^ 


f 'DESIRE' LETS ME CONTACT 
HUNDREDS OF NEW FRIENDS 

.J NEVER THOUGHT A 

COMPUTERS COULD BE Jt 
SUCH FUNI 


^l reckon ILL ^ 
STAY IN ThUS EVENING. 
. fVE GOT A FEBUNG 
\j50MaiWNGtS GOING 
_\ TO HAPPEN! jrz 


HOW DEBBIE MET A STRANGER! 


‘Desire’ is like an intimate conversation 
on your PC screen! Just phone in and 
join in for hours of enjoyment. There’s no 
enrolment fee — just one phone call via 
your modem puts you through to a new 
world of handy services and fun things to 
do. Take a look at the menu ,.. 

Change Rate 38p inc. VAT peak & 25p inc. VAT 
per min. off peak. 

LONDON E14 9TW PHONE NOW 


CHATTER BOX The interactive message board. Say what you want to say — 
stir up a hornets' nest, start up a friendship! See the immediate response! 

MAILBOX A handy way to leave messages with friends. 

DESIRE GLA55IFIEDS The perfect place to sell your old computers, or find 
a top computer job! 

GRAFFITI CORNER Whatever you want to say, here's where to say it! 


DEBBIE DESIRE'S PROBLEM PAGE Personal, emotional or sexual 
problems answered. 


OlrsMirsl [51151(51 [51 [5 
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Family fortunes 

David Foster traces his ancestors with 
the help of David Computer Software 


G ENEALOGICAL,,, tracing family descent. 
That is the definition given to the word 
by the Concise Oxford Dictionary. 
Genny is a database, but not just an 
ordinary database for keeping Abba before the 
Beatles or other records. It is specifically for the 
purpose of assisting with the popular pastime of 
tracing your (or for that matter anyone eise'sl 
ancestry. 

I'm no expert on genealogy, though it has inter¬ 
ested me for some time. I have relations who, 
over the years, have sweated away and produced 
Family Trees for both sides of my family, doing it 
the hard way, with index cards and reams of 
notes, 

Genny, is supplied on a single disc and comes 
with a 20 page manua;. The program will run on 
any of the CPC models as long as they have a disc 
drive. With a single drive you are limited to 1.DOO 
records on each side of the disc, but with two 
drives, you may have as many 1.000 record files 
as you wish. 

It is not possible to inter-relate data from one 
database with that from another, except by 
making a note of details and loading the other 
database and then searching for the information. 
Generous provisions are made for up to 10 mar¬ 
riages and (perish the thought!) 19 children for 
each person. 

The manual has been composed with a word 
processor and printer, rather than being typeset, 
bur it is well produced and printed, W : th only 20 
pages, the lack of an index is no real handicap, 
The first half of the manual describes the oper¬ 
ation of each module and the remainder the form 
in which data should be entered, a description of 
the extra programs provided on the disc and a 
tutorial that makes use of the demonstration data 
file. 

The program is written in protected Basic and 
consists of a number of separate modules. It isn't 
the fastest program you have ever seen and 
undoubtedly the speed could have been 
improved had it been written in machine code. 

Having said that, delays are only relatively 
short whiie it is searching and sorting through 
data and probably are of lithe consequence to 
most people. 

There is nothing flash about the program's 


presentation. You won't find any pop-up win¬ 
dows or snazzy graphics, but it is neatly laid out 
and arranged. It also appears to be well trapped 
for errors and the overall impression is one of 
workmanlike efficiency. 

Before seeing what it does, perhaps it is worth 
considering what is required when tracing ances¬ 
tors and the problems involved with doing so.. 

It appears that over the years two distinct 
methods of charting families have evolved. The 
first is to take a person and then list their off¬ 
spring, and, in turn, their offspring and so on until 
you reach the present day. This is known as a 
generation chart. 

The second method is the reverse. You take a 
person and trace backwards through their 
parents and. in turn, through their parents and so 
on. This is known as a tree chart. Genny can 
produce both sorts of chart. 

In most cases it is not a simple task to collect 
full details of every member of a family, It might 
require a considerable amount of travel to study 
registers of births, marriages and deaths in far 
flung places, and frequently you might find 
people's names that appear to tie in with certain 
dates, but for whom insufficient information is 
available to categorically state that they are a 
relation. 

Given time, and a iot of research, you may 
eventually gather sufficient information from dif¬ 
ferent sources to positively tie them in. Doing this 
by hand, using card indices ana notes is a slow 
and laborious process - and inefficient in that it is 
not an easy task to make sure that you have 
collected ah possible references to a person or a 
date. 

This is where Genny comes in. Once you have 
entered all the information you possess about 
people, you may search the records for details 


that might link them with someone else, perhaps 
a date, a place of birth, or a link with a common 
family name. This is a very simplistic view of 
what is involved, but should give some idea of 
the processes, 


The main suite of programs consists of Geninit, 
Genwrite, Genread and Genchert, which deal 
with initialisation, putting in information, reading 
existing information and displaying it. Modules 
may be called from the main loader program 
Genny and any of the other modules can be 
called from within any module. 

Because the whoie program is not resident in 
memory at the same time, there is a considerable 
amount of disc accessing when another module 
is loaded. It is best to try and adopt a logical 
approach to minimise the swapping between 
programs. 

A number of extra programs are provided on 
the disc. They are not an integral part of the main 
program, but provide useful extra facilities. 
Printset allows you to set the print style to be 
used by the printer, before entering Genny, Gen- 
nbrief allows you to create a five generation chart 
from information keyed in to the program 
directly. Useful if you just want to produce a chad 
from known information, rather than have to 
enter it all in to the main database. 

Genlist provides ana Ip ha bed cat print out of all 
subjects in the database and Setkeys lets you 
configure the function keys to produce words or 
phrases at a single key press, 

Having first created a new database with the 
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Geninit option., you may specify if two drives are 
to be used, in which case all data is stored on the 
disc in drive B, You may also enter common 
names or words into the Token lists that Genny 
supports. 

Data is saved in a compacted form to make the 
most of available disc space. Genny auto¬ 
matically handies the compaction of dates and 
relationships to other people, but it is also pos¬ 
sible to increase efficiency by specifying any 
names or words that you know will be used 
repeatedly throughout the database. 

Every time these words are entered into the 
database, they will automatically be stored in 
compacted form. If new words are added to these 
lists at a later date Genny will automatically 
tokenise any existing occurrences of the words in 
the database. 

Having created a new database, it would seem 
logical to start entering information, and this is 
done by selecting the Genwrite option. On 
selecting the Write card option, you are 
prompted for details of the person, such as name, 
sex, birth and baptism dates, together with 
details of parent names and birthplace, mar¬ 
riages and children. 

The only information that is compulsory is the 
surname of the person; unknown details may be 
passed over by pressing Enter. The manual gives 
details of how you may enter certain details to 
make things easier for yourself at a later date. 

Once all the questions have been answered 
you have the opportunity to correct any mistakes 
before the record is stored in the database. From 
Genwrite you may also delete existing cards that 
are no longer required and edit any existing 
cards, to either correct errors or add further infor¬ 
mation, 

Genread allows you to search for specific 
records, either by reference number, by the name 
of the person, or by searching for specific details 
in the complete database, in which case only 
those records that match the search criteria will 
be listed. 

You can search for records by name or place 
name, If the surname was given, then all records 
of people with that surname will be selected. 
Place name is a bit of a misnomer as it also 
allows you to search for details in the "com¬ 
ments" field of records. 

If you keep a note of the occupations of people 
in the comments field, you could then search for 
all records that match a given occupation, for 
example. Alternatively, you can just browse 
through the database a record at a time 
Output from these options may be sent to the 
screen or to the printer and this may be changed 
at any time. Existing records may be edited in 

Genny is also available for the Amstrad PCW 
range and PC compatible computers. DCS 
have an arrangement whereby they wilt 
transfer data from one format to another in 
the event that you ever change to one of 
these computers, so there is no danger of 
having to key in all the information again. 

DCS also provides a free upgrade service 
for latest versions of the program as and 
when they become available. A quarterly 
newsletter is available giving you regular 
information on aspects of the programs. 
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Figure I 


SMITH GEORGE 17700000 Ref 57 
F: SMITH GEORGE ARTHUR 17400000 
M: YOUNG ELIZA 17450000 

SMITH JOHN 17930000 Ref 150 
F; SMITH GEORGE 177D00G0 
M; ROBERTS MARY 17750000 

SMITH JOSEPH 18250000 Ref 153 
F: SMITH JOHN 17930000 
M' YORK JOAN 18050000 

SMITH GEORGE 18500000 Ref 61 
F: SMITH JOSEPH 1825GQ0C 
M: PETERS JEAN 18300000 

SMITH MARY 18520000 Ref 65 
F: SMITH JOSEPH 18250000 
M: PETERS JEAN 18300000 

SMITH ERNEST 18550000 Ref 119 
F: SMITH JOSEPH 18250000 
M: PETERS JEAN 18300000 

SMITH ANNIE 17950000 Ref 151 
F: SMITH GEORGE 17700600 
M: ROBERTS MARY 17750000 

JONES ALBERT 18250000 Ref 159 
No data 

No further data 


TREE CHART IBIRTH BRIEF) FOR 
061 SMITH GEORGE 18500000 


057 SMITH GEORGE 17700000 
| 149 ROBERTS MARY 17750000 

150 SMITH JOHN 17930000 
152 YORK JOAN 18050000 

|_154 UNKNOWN OtffiOOOOO 

155 UNKNOWN 00000000 


53 SMITH JOSEPH 18250000 
160 PETERS JEAN 18300000 


000 UNKNOWN OOOQOOOO 
000 UNKNOWN OQOOOOOG 


61 PETERS ALBERT 17990000 
162 BELL AGNES 1807000 


000 UNKNOWN OOQOQQOQ 
OQ0 UNKNOWN 00000600 


FigU($ II 


much the same way as with Genwrite. 

The final module is Genchart. Again you have 
the option to select between listing on screen or 
to the printer. The main uses of Genchart are to 
al owyou to create listings in a variety of formats. 
In all these options you must select a starting 
point for the listing by specifying a reference 
number. 

Listings may be made following the male or 
female line of descent, in which case full details 
of each person will be provided, or you may elect 
to create a generation chart which will list out 
brief details of all persons descended from the 
target record, over a period of four generations 
ISee figure II. 

The final option with Genchart creates a tree 
chart (see Figure II for an example!. Having spe¬ 
cified the person to start with, the program then 
creates a tree, working backwards, covering four 
generations. Once the tree has been printed, you 
are offered the opportunity to print out the full 
details for all persons in that tree. 

Sufficient detail is given in both generation and 


tree charts to allow you to continue by specifying 
a further reference, to expand the chart. 

That covers the main features of Genny. If you 
are a keen genealogist, it has got to be worth 
considering, as there is no doubt that while some 
features could he handled by a normal database, 
there are many others that are specially written 
for the purpose and which could not easily be 
reproduced. 

It isn't cheap, but it is written specially for the 
job and it would appear that a good support 
service is available. 


Name Genny - Genealogies! Datalfese 
From- David Computer Software 
38 South Parade 
Btamhali 
Stockport 
SK73SJ 

Tei; 0614394841 

Cost: £35 inclusive (£27.00 to members of family 
history societies! 
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The Best Software from HiSoft 


HiSo/t has been producing languages and utilities far the popular heme computers Jbr the Iasi 9 
years and ice have a very wide experience in this area. Here is cast oaHecttori of cteuetopm^it toots 
on a sefecOan of Amstoads; please feel free to ring our friendly sales staff if you manf any more 
in/bnriatfon or actofce on which language to use. We ckwi'tjust sell jxogram s, we use them 

OLaseives every day. 


i|8S: 

I® 


Amstrad 
PCW8256/ 
6512/9512 & 
CPC6128 


FTl Modula-2 interaOive oomprter/editor £54.96 

FTL Editor Toolkit complete sou ice code £39.95 

FTl Editor Toolkit itfien bought with compiler £34.95 

HiSoft Pascal®) fast, interactive, GSX graphics £39.95 
HiSoft DevpecdO version 2 full Z80 development £39,95 
HiSoft C integer K&R with GSX yaphics £38.95 

Aztec C’ Prime professional, floating-point compiler £79,95 
HiSoft FORTH compiler with GSX graphics £19.95 

Knife Rub full dsc recovery and editing £19,95 

Nevada COBOL ideal for learning £39.95 

Nevada FORTRAN close to ANSI-66, easy-to-use £39.95 
ZBAStC interactive compiler. 600 page marital £69.95 
HiSoft LISP Easy-to-use interpreter, many functions £49,95 






High Quality Software 


Special Offers for CPC464 

HiSoft C compiler an cassette £19.95 

Font64 font builder, screen dumps, tape £4.95 

Also aixi&able on the CPC464 with disk are Devpac80 
PascalSO, HiSoft C, HiSoft Usp. Nevada COBOL & 
FORTRAN and ZBASIC. See prices tn panel opposite. 


Butty progmm thal wr acll la either wrlttoii or cardutty selected by our 
team of ln-house who arc h^gfll/'tir&lned professionals; 

don't be fooled by lesser, nonstandard pKJ^mrtrfr^p products, 
i’rtces Include VAT and, postage within die UK Order by tdephone 
luring Amaa*/VIsa or #nd a chsqne/postal order to the address below. 

We despatch by first class post ami delivery Is usually within 5 
working ckys. Please write or phone for a full catalogue, trade details, 
export Infomiacbn etc. Rmiertiber to stale your computer when 
onJeritig or requesting a catalogue- 


HiSoft The Old School, Greenfield, 
Bedford MK45 SDE 

Tel: (0525) 718181 Older Hotline: (0525) 718271 


THE OFFICIAL AMSTRAD USER CLUB 



ltp*Y* 


y&SB. 

HP*** 0 



DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. JOIN THE CLUB _ SCOOP THE SAVINGS 





ttp*y* 



ft 


to 


A AMSOFT AND MORE 

BY JOINING the Oifaai Users Club you can buy a ■whole range 
ol new software at fantastically low press to make your Amstrad 
even more versatile and useful than ever. 

By.tahlra,9frafHaflfifl[ifM savings you wHI rwaiB vwir 

members WP lee to cmN weeks! look what else you net: 

A The widest range ol branded Amstrad approved 

products stocked in depth all at substantial discounts. 

A HELP HO lLINt tor any technical ac-vice you need 

a 12 MONT HS FREE subsenpfan to Amstrad Computer User. 
A 24 hoi/ telephone ordenng laolity. 

A FREE monthly newsletter, packed wijtt harts, dps and 

reviews. 

A Exclusive products lor dub members. 

A Privileged previews of new praoucls 

A Big prize competitions. 

A Products oeimred direci a your door 


CLUB MEMBERS 
ALWAYS SAVE 

A CPC OWNERS A 

We always Rave in stock a large selection ot products at 
rvghly ojmpebiive prices including, the complete AMSTRAD 
range, Fie Tip 20 games, ptus a huge catalogue ol bargain 
games, and exclusive special otters at discount prices. 

A HAHEMARE ft UTILITIES A 
When ir? time to widen yourcomputlnghonzoris-lriedub 
has printers, modems, toads, interlaces and complementary 
software at inc r edit*e discount prices. 

PLEASE RING FOB SPECIAL OFFERS 
ON ALL AMSTRAD COMPUTERS 


FREE 

INTRODUCTORY GIFT 

When completing your application form below, ptease slate 
your machine type and choice cl ONE free gtfl from the 
Following li&t wtiich we will despatch along wi&r your 
exclusive membership Wa+rtfrflePat*.' 

1. Two superb mystery lape based games. 

2 One superb myslery disc ba&ed game. 

3. One dank esc 

4. Te^i Wank cassette* (For *64 orty). 

5. One oenerar CPC compuier Wooing kij. 

6. One tPC W Weaning kit. 

7. Magazine Binder (holds up to 12 issues) 


ORDER ACTION LINE - DIAL 091-51Q B787 NOW! 

For extra-last aiten&rsn, order now by phone cwot ng Access or Visa number. 

Orfrlt in the coupon belowand send to Die 
OFFICIAL AMSTHADUSERCLUe. ENTERPRISE HOUSE, P.0 BOXlQ, ROPER STREET, PALUON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. SUNDERLAND SR48SN. 


r- 

| A HOW TO JOIN THE CLUB A 


Simply III! In me coupon and return 
it to ua at the address shown together with your 
remittance. Walt send you your extrusive 
membership discount card, e ’Welcome Pack' and 
your FREE Introductory Gift 


“I 


Yet?, i wtini b ri rpjy iht bteftdfib at Arsxri User Cub Membership - Ptoasa (nrrj re I arckK-u dmuflfP.O. w £lB.95. 


ACCESS VISA. 


i i i 


MQ 


My dicks of FREE gift is:..... 

MV machfw mwlei is..... 

Name..., : t'—ri- 


i.Mase wile deWMfHt^) 


FOT OFFICE USE ONLY 


| ACULKFJa 




....PflELEDtfe: 


POST TO 

OFHGillL AltSTflAQ USER OJUB _ 

EMTEflFttlSg HOUSE PO POX H HOPClR STREET 
PALLION INDUSTRlAi ESTAT l Su NL! f hi. A NL> b :i N 
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P RINTER buffers are the only peripherals 
that are as boring as their name sug¬ 
gests Worthy devices, not without their 
uses, they sit there and do nothing No 
fleshy graphics, nary a beep of audio, three 
switches if you're lucky and the deluxe model 
might even hae a little red light or two. 

They are so boring. If you put one next to a 
Jethro Tull IP the record would- make an excuse 
end leave. 

let me explain, therefore, why printer buffers, 
like the Microstuffer, have a right to life. Their 
function, is simple - they lake any information 
that the computer might want to send to a printer 
and store it, passing it on as the printer needs it. 
A good description of a printer cable, you might 
think. 

But printer buffers have two staggeringly unin¬ 
teresting advantages; they have a capacious 
memory and they are fast We are talking ele¬ 
phants on rollerskates, 

A normal DMP 2000 type of printer is slow 
compared to the computer, it can manage maybe 
30 characters a second, or 30 in a Decent quality 
typeface. The computer can send characters to 
the printer much faster, but as the printer takes its 
time to-commit the pearls of wisdom on to paper 
the computer ends up hanging around, doing 
nothing except waiting for the printer to finish. 
What a waste of a computer. 

The Microsiuffer solves this problem, It sits 
between the computer and the printer, and t3kes 
information just as fast as the computer can send 
it. It simultaneously sends the information to the 
printer, And as the Microstuffer has 64k of 


Like watching 


the paint dry ... 


Untie your computer by letting it print to ram, 
and then print from the ram to the paper. 
Sounds exciting? Rupert Goodwins doesn't agree 


memory, it can take fair-size documents. 

When rhe computer has finished sending the 
information it can- go away and do something 
else, and the Microstuffer gets on with printing. 
You can even turn the computer off. 


A!l lit up 


The Microstuffer comes with a power supply 
(one more thing to find a plug for), and has a 
captive lead which plugs into the printer. It's also 
got a Centronics-type socket into which you plug 
youT computer's printer cable. Three switches on 
the front, and three (no expense has been spared) 
red LEDs t mn^ r,t of features. 



Aptly finished in a tedious Sight beige, the Micro- 
stuffer is small and light enough to be velcro'd to 
the side of your printer. 

The three switches on the front are power 
onfpff, CLR and REPEAT. Ones again the forces of 
vowel ophobic darkness have triumphed: no man 
has yet explained to me why the CLR button isn't 
called Clear. 'Cos that's what It does. 

It is not unknown, even among the highest 
powered computerfolk in the land, to send 
something to a printer and immediately regret it. 
So the Clear button allows you to junk the stuff in 
the buffer's memory without wasting paper. (I 
suspect we've al! got so used to CLR that if we 
saw the word Clear on a computer we'd have 
forgotten what it means. Is this progressive Eng¬ 
lish? - Ed), The Repeat button,,. repeats. Press 


I 


Mi 
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this, and you'll get a second copy of everything in 
the buffer, Useful for form letters, or multiple 
copies of a document where you don't want to tie 
up your computer (! like tying up my computer, 
but then I'm weird), 

Inside the buffer are two 64k by 4 bit ram chips, 
together making up 64k bytes of ram, There’s a 
microprocessor, and a few bits and bobs to keep 
the whole thing going. It's sturdily made, albeit 
without a screw or nut and bolt in. sight. Glue and 
plastic only, The LEDs on the front are PWA (the 
power LED - see diatribe above), Repeat (comes 
on when a repeat is due} ano Full. 

The Full LED is the only remotely interesting 
item in the entire Microstuffer, tt blinks. When 
there's only a k or so of text in the buffer, i? blinks 
slowly, and as the Microstuffer gets more chocka 
it blinks faster. At 60k it goes frantic, and if you fry 
and send more than 64k the Repeat light comes 
on and the buffer doesn't accept any more 
characters until the printer takes the pressure off. 

The buffer works, The handbook (untranslated 


from the American - it talks about plugging in to 
110 volt mains, tut tut tut} claims that the Micro¬ 
stuffer can accept data at 3000 characters a 
second, a speed few computers can match. My 
CPC 664 and Protext managed 1,000 characters a 
second, and my AT clone 2,000, so a 16k docu¬ 
ment took 16 seconds to leave the Arnold, 

Not so bright 


The only thing I would worry about, and it's a 
major problem, is the power supply. It's an exte¬ 
rnal box with a built-in 13A plug, but it's one of 
the very cheapest Hong Kong multivoltage types. 

As a result, you can set a switch on it to 12 
volts. That's 5 volts more than the buffer is 
designed io use, and might cause problems. 
Similarly, you can swap the polarity of the lead 
over if you pul! it out of the power supply (easily 
done!, and this would be much more serious. 

If you do pull the lead out, there are no mark¬ 
ings on .it to show you which way round to plug it 
back in again, Nasty. The UK distributors of 
Microstuffer should find a more appropriate and 


safer power supply at once. 

Apart from that, the Microstuffer does its job 
well, The only question is whether you would pay 
£49.95 for the benefits you get from a printer 
buffer, 

As the buffers built into printers get bigger, the 
additional time saved by external'buffers 
becomes less important, And if you only printout 
a few documents a week, I wouldn't think a buffer 
would be useful. 

But if you have a laser printer, or do lots of 
graphic dumps (both of which can involve the 
transfer of huge chunks of data), then the Micro* 
stuffer could make your life a lot more bearable. 
The same goes if you have a very slow printer 
(likes daisywheel 

I'm going to take the standard reviewers' 
cop-out clause, if you think that a printer buffer 
would be useful to you, then the Microstuffer is 
as good as any, If you don't, then the Microstuffer 
won't change your life. 


The Microstuffer costs £49.95 end is available from 
Frontier Software, PC Box 113. Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire. England. HG2 CBE. You can call (hm on 
1 0423) 67m '. 
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TURBO-CHARGE YOUR AMSTRAD 


WORD PROCESSING 

PROTEXT 

Pretext is without doubt the most sophisticated word processor you'll find on 
any home micro. Its ease of use and advanced range of features are 
normally only found in business systems costing many times more, Widely 
praised throughout the Amstrad press. Pretext is rightly acclaimed as the 
No.l word processor for Amstrad CPC owners. 

* Super fast * Works with any printer * Flexible find and replace * 

* Layout stored with text; normal & decimal tabs, left & right margins * 

* Wbrd count * Versatile print options; ind headers/footers, page nos. * 
"Extremely powerful editing features ... superb search and replace" AA 
7 can’t emphasise how good it is" PCW 

rom: £39.95, disc: £26.95, cassette: £19.95 

PROSPELL 

Typing and spelling errors are simple to make and frustrating to miss. But by 
using Praspall, you can produce documents that are error-free. Prospeli is an 
automatic spelling checker that points out any odd words or dubious 
spellings. 

* checks Pretext text in memory * 

* checks file on disc from Protaxtrrasword/Amsword/NewWo rd/Word Star * 

* over 33000 words ■ room for thousands more * up to 2000 worde/min * 

* find words and anagrams ■ great for crosswords * 

"Fast, efficient, easy to use" YC 

rom: £34.95, disc: £24.95 

PROMERGE 

More than Just simple mall merging for multiple standard letters I 

* integrates perfectly with Pretext * read data from keyboard or file * 

* conditional printing to create personalised letters * 

* use the built In maths functions to produce invoices etc * 

* microspacing - to even out the spaces between words * typewriter mode * 

* link files together at print time * Reformat while printing * 

disc: £24.95 

PROMERGE PLUS 

Ail the features of Promerge, plus: 

* Edit two separate files In memory at once; copy blocks between them " 

* Background printing - allows you to print and edit at the same time * 

‘ * Box mode ■ cul and paste any rectangle to create newspaper columns * 
-You’ll have a set-up that can thrash any 8-bit word processor for 
speed...and even some 16-bit programs for power" PCW 
rom: £34.95 

UTOPIA 

SO new commands available without having to load a program, including: 

* Text screen dump * Graphics screen dump to Epson compatible printer * 

* disc utilities - disc format and copy, copy files, sector editor * 

* useful function keys automatically set up; easily define your own * 

* BASIC programming utilities * ROM management commands * 

"UTOPIA is by far the best utilities rom.it’s worth buying 
a rom board just to plug it in" AMSCLUB 
■Utopia seems to be in a class of its own" am™ 

rom: £29.95 

ROMBO 

Ail mm software requires a tom expansion system, its benefits include zero 
loading time and maximum memory available for text, data, programs etc. 
Remember; Utopia and the extra commands of Pro merge Plus are not 
available on disc. Fits CPC464/664,6128. 

3 socket rom box: £34.95 


CPC 464/664,6128 

MAXAM 

The classic Assembler/Monitor/Editor for developing Z60 machine code. 

* Plain English error messages * Disassembler * Memory editor * 

* Menu driven full screen editor * load/merge/save/print/fi nd/re place * 

* Mix BASIC and machine code * or assemble directly from editor * 

* Use the editor to edit BASIC programs saved in ASCII * 

"This piece of software should be held up as an example of what 
can be done by programmers who care ... buy one now!" E d C 
rom: £39.95, disc: £26.95, cassette: £19.95 

BCPL 

Flexible, fast, general purpose programming language. 

Comprehensive I/O libraries including graphics and sound. 

Example source files supplied, including a space invaders game, full screen 
editor and all the libraries. 60 page manual covers the language and gives 
details of the libraries. 

"Designed for humans, not computers " CWTA 
disc: £39.95 (Includes free rom) 

MODEL UNIVERSE 

Create and print your own designs in throe dimensions. Zoom into your 
object, rotate it through 360 degrees or view from any angle or perspective 
"An ideal introduction to the world of 3D graphics" CWTA 

disc: £19.95, cassette; £15.95 

C (6123,CP/M+} 

Integrated C programming system. Full Implementation of K&R standard. 

* Boating point * 32 and 16 bit arithmetic * Optimising compiler * 

* Linker * I/O and maths libraries * Conditional compilation * Macros * 

* Editor Is program mode of Pretext * 

7/1 typical Amor fashion, they’ve taken their time and got it right" au 

disc: £49.95 

MAXAM II (6126,CP/M + ) 

, Enhanced version of Maxam for CP/M + . Extras Include: 

* Single stepping * conditional breakpoints * symbolic debugger * 

* Editor is program mode of Protext " Macro assembler * 

"Now the best gets even better * CWTA CPC 
"Maxam II - others nil" AU 

disc: £49.95 

POCKET PROTEXT (6128,cp/m+) 

An enhanced version of CPC Protext running under CP/M+ with: 

' * unlimited file size * foreign languages, accents on any latter * 

* microspacing to give equal spacing between words * two file editing * 

* proportional printing with right justification * disc utilities * 

"Deserves to be the system by which all other WPs are judged" YC 
disc: £39.95 

PROTEXT (6128.CP/M+) 

Combines all the features of Pocket pretext, Promerge Plus and Prospell into 
i one program. German program and dictionary also available (Prowort). 
Protext Is aleo available for IBM PC compatibles including Amstrad PCI 51 21 
PC1640 at the same price. 

' Protect is just so fast and versatile once you have used it - it is 
like putting Nigel Mansell against a C5 " pyatw 


disc: £59.95 


Releasing your Amstrad's potential — 


t9?wl 


Amor, Protext House, Wainman Road, p ^terboroughf^2 0BU 

Ail prices include VAT, postage and packing. 54 hour Access/Visa {0/33/ XoitUil rntJUrf rwuer 


Fraducwi on PraLwfl 
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A game in Basic and 
machine code by D.L. Lau 


IE REN Treasure Hunter 

22 REN By i.L.Lsu 

30 REN Ccmpietea on 17/08/87 

40 REN 

50 SPEED Kf* 5,1:<EV l38/*adt 1:pen 1:L 
lst :<ET 139, edii " 

60 NEN0RT S7FFF :DEFIN" a-z 
70 INK 0,8:BORDER 0;(NK 14,9:1NK 10,3:1N 
K 14,1,26 


30 GOSUB 

2-90 


90 SOSJB 

1960 


103 

pchr 

=83700:psc r=S6729 

: f lag=88300 

110 

toun 

t=6331': j f ‘.g=58?02:nodi =58312 

120 

not= 

83313 


130 

m 

f=58656 TO 88667: 

POKE f ,1:NEXT 

140 

ENV 

1,25,30,5,25,-2,2 

:ENT 1,20,5,1,2 


5,-5 

,1 


150 

ENV 

2,25,20,10,25,-2, 

2:ENT 2,20,-5,1 



10,5 


160 

ENV 

5,25,16,1 :ENT 3,50,-20,8 

170 

ENV 

4,15,1,5;ENT 4,50 

,2M 

150 

ENV 

5,50,2,2:ENT 5,50 

,5,2 

190 

GOTO 

2080 


280 

POKE 

nst,0;scr=1:Li=5 

:di f=0:sc=0 

210 

CLS 



220 

04 s 

er GO SUB 960,970, 

980,990,1000 

230 

adr= 

88512:FOR f=0 TO 

17:READ byceS 

2£0 

FOR 

B=1 TO 18:POKE ad 

r,VAL(HIJ)S(byte 


s,g, 

1)3 


250 

adrs 

adr+1 :SI£XT g,f 


260 

REN 

**** Initfati *jng 

variables »*** 

270 

sc = s 

c+PEEMnoc) 


260 

FOR 

f=88253 TO 83272 

STEP 7;POKE f,t 


40:POKE f+1,588:NEr 


290 

POKE 

83200,23:POKE 88201,10:POKE 882 


02,0 

:POKE 88205,££C:?0KE 88204,886 ■ 


I MAGINE a piece just full of diamonds, All 
you need to do is run around collecting 
them, Sounds a hit too easy doesn't it? 

Well there are one or two haaards - rocks 
which drop from above, balls which fly side¬ 
ways, and evil hunting balls which cor climb 
down ladders. Still the glittering jewels are 
worth the risk. Dare you take It? 



I m poke mu, 3; P£) 

| ^10 POKE noc,0 
I 3?0 Rffl ********* 

(JX^LLpsc, P 
Jfj sestore m 

U?f F °* 70 □ if■ r 

560 WJJE SS2E0+f*7"h 
I <£ i3?52*f* 7 c'p, 
«256+f*?,/ ‘ 

Tin ^ Ll PC ^ r / s ,-i),S6£ 

JJJ fiS 3l0, aif 

i3B W 75:LOCATE 2 4 - 
nM(TS4)j 

0 ipCArf ?,2J;P(lJi7 

n Z j ;i ™ hw 

■ rLOCATE 


£30 RESTORE 440:PEN 12:E0R f=1 "0 4:READ 
a,b,c:LOCATE a,b;PRINT CHftS(c>cHiEXT 
£60 DAT A 1,4,150,20,6,156,1,2S,H?,20,2S 
,153 

£50 LOCATE 1,1:PRINT CHR$C11) 

£60 CALL pchr,13,23,88000 

£70 PEN f2:LOCATE 3,1;PRINT’Hi SC 

£80 LOCATE 5,1:PEN 4:PRINT USING ':###';! 1 

i:LOCATE U,1;PR!NT OSINS't##*';»« 

£90 PEN 2: LOCATE 3 ,2:PRINT'S-:refn'; :PEN 
1:PRINT scr 

500 F0J1 1 = 1 TO ii;CALL pchr,f*12,2,18000 
: NEXT 

510 iTEN ********* na-n Loop *********** 
520 POKE flig,0 

530 LOCATE 14,1;PRINT USING' :###';sc+PEE 
K(noc) 

540 If {1NKE*C69)=0 OR JOH0) = 1) AND PEE 
KCjfLg)=0 THEN CALL 88771 
550 IF PEEKCf,ag)=1 THEN 710 
560 IF (1NKET(36)=0 OR JOYffl)=85 AND PEE 
KfjfLgJM THEN CALL 5879B 
570 If PEEK!f .ag) = 1 THEN 710 
580 IF {INKEV(71)=3 OR JOH0)=2) .AND PEE 
K(jfLgJ-I THEN CALL S87C1 
590 IF PEEKtkagM THEN 7TB 
608 IF (INKEF(45)=0 OR JOY(0I=4) AND PEE 
KtjfLgD = fl THEN CALL 887E8 
610 IF f*E€K<fLag> = 1 THEN 710 
620 IF INKET(47)-fl OR JDT(0)=1fi T“EN CAl 
L 83847:1F PEE<Cflag)=2 THEN 800 
630 IF PEEKCfLag) = 1 THEN 710 
640 CALL SS817:IF PEEK?fLag) = 1 THEN 710 
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ORDER DIRECT TO; School Software Tail Busmans C-finlre. 
Dominic St.. Umermn. frwznd. 

FREE Catalogue Amstrad CPC, PQW, PCI SI 2, 

1 Commodore, BBC, IBM PC, MSOOS. 

Additional Dealers Wanted, 

24 Hr. Vism /Access Hotline. juanoi 

Ring UK 010353-Gf49477 fOff'« Hours} (M. 06f-453Mf. 
I Direct OH 010353 - 61 453Sft (24 hr.) 

I ORDER HOW ■ See Below. 

MAXI-MATHS (Age 9-15), Amstrad PC. IBM PC. 

I Amstrad CPC 1. Triangles ? Angies. 3. Sin Cos Tan 
1 4. Rectangles. 5. Cirdes. 

I prtnyiflV?.? a very rearing anvift?nrnanr. 

MAGIC MATHS (age 4-0K CBM 64, IBM PC. 

Amstrad cpc. pcw. f*c „ „ 3sC 

Addition ana Subtraction A serous CAeDongW resimr^r BBC 
programs and a good e*ampte of its type ■ p TM fUKJ 

MATHS MAHIA (age 8-12). CBM 54.-1BM PC.Amstrad 
I CFO PCW, FG 

1 iWuftipJica(i[)n and Division "ft appeals Id the age group My son 
I Mas been sn@alufl 0 downstairs before breakfast to play 
I BBC CEEFAX 

BETTER SPELLING (eg® B-adult). All Amsitad* 

CBMW/SBCfIBM PC- .. 

-IMT Drgadiwd Lessons ■ A proper course wbvh aopvMtoa 
Spelling problems wirn specific exercises BS r (u.n.f, 

BETTER MATHS |age 12-16). All AmEtrMfcvCBM 641 

IBM PC 

1 Haled in the top Mire , : .i an eduaffonor Survey. 

I CHEMISTRY (age 12-16), CBM GA.'BBCmBM PC/AII 

ArratradsCPC.PCW.PC, . 

"Very arnWtrouS m ierujsOi tne range ot topics. Hr^h at ii# . ■ 
cju^ii&ns." 

BIOLOGY (aQ» 1SE-16J. 411 AmsUadSi'CBM ^.BBC.'iyiv PC 
7 goon 1 excuse To pi 3Y ’*rit? yduF computer have fun white 

I revising 1 ". Ybur Computer 


MAH# 

■Mi 




MAPWORK Oiiiz fd>Adult)r Amstrad CPC-. CBM £4. BBC. 

ExcbUQP\ graphics and sound ip fihig program coving mrai asserts of the Geogrsp ^ 0- 
Er.f^irji and Ireland, Great fun toraJl JhC fomity. 

PHYSICS (ag0 12-1 6)- CBM 64. Amstrad. GPC, PCW & PCI 512. IBM 
■4 r-ntourfu-, 1 wry Of revising tor GCS&O-Lmal fframinVour Computer 

PLAYSCHOOL PATHS lug* 3-7}. AmstraO GPC. 

S ix pi JPe deal proems for £hG fffe-schOOi flnd young ohflfcTrw4 

GEOGRAPHY (age 13-17), Amstraa CPC- * CBM 54 
Comprehermve coverage ot aspects pfgecQ'ap hy. 

THE THREE BEARS - Amitratf CPC. Oi«c. A supttt- flraph** wtvenlur* 
flam-a tor diitoin&ri 5-1Q - Disc only CIS.® 


OflDER D1HECT TO? School Scrftwfire ll(J . <Ait R-usin^ss Centre, 
j nomimt Si. I i^rick Breland T & (UKy 0 1 035T 5 1 ■iSOn? 

K~.. -. 


Education Discs £14.95 
Cass 69.95 (61.00 p.p-| 

P” 1 flccess.'Mastercardi'Ewrocard.'BarClavcard'Vi&S 

Card No. | I III I_I_L J—I L. J—L 


U L 


Expin/date \ \ J 

u 


|~| Cheque.’PD made payabis \o School Software Ltd. 
My Machine,....-. T,tles . 


STOCKMARKET 

THERE'S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO BUY! 

STOCKMARKET enables you to record details. of purchases, sales arid 
dividends of shares, unit trusts etc. Current share prices can be entered very 
easily at any time for an automatic folio revaluation.. Values of share prices, 
indexes etc' can be recorded, listed and plotted along with moving averages. 
Practice buying and selling shares. Sec if your intuition is right. 

PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of Stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practice buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

"Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs, 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter as necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price earnings ratios. 

* Update, prices and automatically update yields and P/E ratios and 
automatically recalculate individual share and total folio values. 

+ Recond dividend payments and total dealing costs. 

* Kocp records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* List your folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 

PRICE ANALYSIS 

* Record share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

* Store up to 260 prices per share (e g. weekly prices for 5 years). 
p Floi price 5 and moving averages on & logarithmic Of Linear scale. 

* Real paces supplied as a demonstration (ine, FT 30, B. Telecom). 

* Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling op port unit tes, 

Comprehensive forty page manual 
Complete with demonstration account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, IBM PC & compatibles £49.95 

AMSTRAD PCW and CPC (disc) £ 29.95 


Price* are hSI InriimJvt workJwldE. Send diFBue ur credit curd number 
or L-efcpIioifl Tor Immediate ddlY«rjr by flrfl clasi 

MERIDIAN ES 


s® 6 f^y©[P® 


38 Balcaskie Road, 
London, SE9 1HQ 
Teh 01-850 7057 


Name 


Address 


ftllRTB ¥©11 HKT A JOTIW 

...Then climb out by learning to use your 
computer to its full potential for business or 
personal applications with our unique Open 
Learning Courses allowing you to... 

• Use your own computer 

• In your own home or office 

• At your own pace and times 

• Morning, Noon and NlghtlH 

- With courses from, Only £29 

• To suit your own requirements 

• With our expert personal support 

For all CPC - PCW - PC Computers 

For details of courses and FREE introductory offer 
please telephone (0206) 560783 (24 Hour) or return 
coupon, NO STAMP REQUIRED, to: 


SflE<SIE®WH©® OTK 

FREEPOST, Colchester C03 4BR 


Name .. -... . Computer. 

Address......— -....— 



Cflsaa 


ACU3 


FAX OH tie PS 010 353 6144 315 


Acue 
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PROGRAMMING 


£tg enR 1=1 TO CS-s^rl*'33:«EXf 
f 6 fl CftLL 1B8A6,INT(RHD*1SM6:IF P&tKtfH 
\ j i "Y M- E S 71E 

6 rB [AlL SS 913 ,lNT{RJiD*lSHZ:IF PtEKH La 
j|s1 THEN 716 

i80 CALL PtEKm>9) s 1 rHEN 1 10 

696 GOTO 520 

706 9ER ********* flan killed *********** 

710 SOUSD 5 # 156,Sfl, l,U , ft m r 

720 FOR 1 = 1 TO 26-.L«« V: F0 * 9 = T ° J0> 
KEKT 5,1: INK 1,24 
710 CALL pchr,13,2,68000 
740 H = LM:1F 1i'=0 THEN 760 

763 PEN "in LOCATE 7,14 :PR1NT’£AHE OVER' 

770 FOR 1=1 TO 550fl:NEXT 
760 If sohi THEN hi = st 

790 GOTO 2656 \ 

306 SEP. ******* screen CoapLeteC ****** 


810 INK 0,26,0 

820 FOR 1=1600 TO 20 STEP -30:S0UND 1,f, 
10,0,1,1:NEXT 
830 SCr=SCr+1 
040 INK 0,0 

850 IF scr =6 THEN scr-S:dif=dif+2:IF dif 
=6 THEN 530 

860 Li = H + 1 : 1 F Li =6 THEN li=5 
870 GOTO 210 

880 MODS 1:PEM 1:LOCATE 13,1 :PRlNT'That 
s it folks!' 

890 FOR o=1 TO 10 

960 FOR f = 1 TO 23(LOCATE 1 , 1 :PRINT C*R1E 
11): ME Jf T 

910 FOR 1=1 TO 23;LOCATE 1,25:PRINT CHRS 
{13):NEXT 
926 NEXT 

930 sc-&c + PEEKL(roc5 
940 SOTO Tg 0 

950 REP *************«*»**********tM** 
960 INK 15,24:POKE nodi,15;RESTORE 1020: 

RETURN 

970 INK 15,‘6;POKE nodi,18:RESTORE 1210 
RETURN 

930 INK 15,23:POKE nodi,20:*ESTORE '390 
RETURN 

990 INK 15,18: B 0KE ncdi,21:SESTOR£ 1580 
RETURN 

1000 INK 15,26:POKE nodi ,24;RESTORE 1770 
: RETURN 

1016 REN ********* screen 1 ************ 


1026 

1036 

1040 

1050 

1060 

1070 

1030 


1106 

1110 

1120 

1110 

1140 

1150 

1160 

1170 

1180 

1190 

1200 

1210 

1220 


DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

SATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

DATA 

REfl * 

DATA 

DATA 


040000040000000400 
000500060000108063 
11121H11111211112 
060206960000208002 
040230800640708462 
300330003000306663 
211111112111*11112 
203630002060006062 
263400602043630342 
300000033000300303 
2H1111111112M111 


530308006636360630 
f 11211111111211 HI 
680200360600203080 
400206360640200400 


******* screen 2 ************* 

004034000840000463 

033030003600036000 


L 


7 


1230 

DATA 

121111112111121111 

1240 

DATA 

620800062636323030 

1250 

data 

020646002634023040 

1260 

DATA 

030600303636033030 

1270 

DATA 

17HHH2H1111H1 

1280 

DATA 

870606002636003036 

1290 

DATA 

420600642606403040 

1360 

DATA 

030603063606603033 

1310 

DATA 

111112111111111112 

1370 

DATA 

036607000806003032 

1330 

DATA 

634307066436604032 

1340 

DATA 

630303086330003633 

1350 

DATA 

111112111121111111 

1360 

DATA 

636807600626003036 

1370 

DATA 

430402060326403634 

1380 

DATA 

636303060330603636 

1390 

SjffH kkkkkrkTkx S-C^GEr! 3 kkkkfkkkkkk 

1400 

DATA 

436343030400603640 

1410 

DATA 

600363610306660603 

1420 

DATA 

111111121111111112 

1430 

DATA 

606363670306060602 

1446 

DAT A 

640343670304604602 

1458 

DATA 

006363610008300603 

1468 

DATA 

111112111111211111 

1470 

DATA 

636382080306200606 

I486 

DATA 

604382046304260460 

1490 

DATA 

338301000300360803 

i 1506 

MTA 

211111111111111112 

: 1516 

DATA 

703303636303600062 

! 1520 

nu 

748063634364000342 

1530 

MTA 

361063036303300301 

1546 

MIA 

11211111H1121111 * 

1556 

MTA 

307080666363260836 

1560 

MTA 

402060400004200040 

1576 

MTA 

361030636003360636 

: 1586 

11$ > 

* A * ir * A * A M gcriff- £ kkrkkkfciikkii 

1596 

DATA 7140400430043060646 


1111H121111121H1 


211111111111111112 


1608 DATA 
1610 DATA 
1623 DATA 
1636 DATA 
'640 DATA 
1656 DATA 

■663 DATA ..--- 

1670 DATA 204868040004063^02 
1680 DATA 360633003030030303 
1690 SATA 11111211112*111111 
1703 DATA 308002000626006000 
1710 DATA 40634200002400406'* 
1720 DATA 060033800030606300 
1710 DATA H111211111 HI 12H 
1 740 DATA 
1750 DATA 
1766 DATA ... 

1770 REN ********** screen 5 
17S0 DATA 

1790 DATA _ 

1806 DATA 112111111111111112 
1810 DATA 
1326 DATA 

1633 DATA _ 

1840 SATA 111111111211111112 
1658 DATA 060030800200000002 
i860 0AT> 034300400206340042 
1673 DATA 363030300363600303 
1830 DA r A 11111121111H1VH 2 
1696 DATA 3E000020006B000 03 - 
1900 DATA 640004200430040042 
1918 DATA 008000500363000033 
1920 DATA 1HH1H121H1HL2 
1930 DATA 

1940 DATA - 

1956 DATA 000000636300060603 




I960 RESTORE 1980 

1976 FOR f=IMM TO 8811F:READ a;PQKE f 
a:N£XT 

1938 DATA 0,17,34,8,6,54,57,0,0,17,34,0, 
64,192,192,123,128,64,123,64,0,12, 
2,0,8,8,4,3,68,136,68,136 
■993 DATA 40,6,6,20,40,0,0,20,124,252,25 
2,188,40,0,0,20,40,0,0,20,40,0,0,20 
,124,252,252,183,46,0,0,26 
2060 DATA 17,51,252,34,51,118,51,51,57,1 
•3,51,51,57,118,51,51,57,118,60,57, 
54,40,185,54>51,51,185,51,17,252,51 
,34 

2313 DATA 17,51,51,34,118,51,54,57,1tfi,5 
1,57,51,51,252,57,51,51,54,252,51,5 
1,54,51,185,54,57,51,185,17,51,5T,3 

4 

2@20 DATA 0,3,0,6,0,12,8,0,4,48,36,0,24, 
96,'44, 8 ,4,48,1J2, 6 ,0,24,3, 0 , 0 ,4,0, 
0,0,3,0,0 

2330 DATA 204,204,204,204,192,196,192,19 
6,204,204,264,2E4,196,192,196,192,2 
04,204,204,204,192,196,192,196,204, 

264,204,204,0,0,0,3 

2040 DA T A 68,136,207,8,206,207,206,138,6 
9,143,143,267,69,79,199,264,207,207 
,7 , 06,143^266,207,136,69,206,71,13 

8,0,08,69,0 

2050 DATA 6,0,0,0,0,0,8,0,192,192,129,3, 

144,48,129,3,14 4,4-3,123,0,144,36,12 

8,0,64,192,0,0,0,0,0,0 


7060 DATA 0,128,0,0,64,96,0,3,144,48,12 
3,0,144,48,96,0,64,24,96,2,0,144,12 
3,3,3,64,0,1,0,3,8,8- 
2070 RETURN 

2080 RE*1 *********** Title ************* 
7090 NODE 0 

7100 PEN 1;LOCATE 4,4;PRlNT'Treasure hun 
ter’ 

7110 PEN 2:PRINT:PRINT:PR1NT" By j. 
L.Lau' 

2170 PRINT: PHI NT: PR I NT: PEN 3:PRINT' A- 
Up L-r i g ht H 

2130 PS I NT: PRINT Z-donn Meft' 

2140 PRINT:PEN 4:PRINT' Space bar to ju 

rp' 

7150 PRINT:PEN 7:PRINT:PRJNT" Or use a 
joystick' 

7160 PEN 12:PR!NT;PRINT:PRINT;PRlNT J Pres 
s S.Bar to start' 

2170 WHILE IRKEn47)O0:NEND 
7180 GOTO 238 

2190 REN *********** NIC *************** 
7230 CLS: LOCATE 0,0: PRINT'PLease uai t 


■ Fill! 


2210 RESTORE 7310:Lh=3090 

2220 FOR adr=4B700 TO 8BBB9 STEP 13 

2230 READ brttS:c"k=0 

2240 FOR i=3 TO 12 

2250 ^VALC'V*HlW{bytei,i*2*t,2)] 

2260 POKE adr+i,vteJbk=thD*v 
2270 NEXT 

2260 IF [hJ«>VAL("S>RIG»;T$(byteJ,3n TH 
EN PRINT'ERROR m LINE"; Ln:STCP 
2290 Lr=In*10:NEXT 

2300 RfTURN 

2310 DATA OD5£06tD5fi6lDD6E0?DD660425528 
2320 DATA 2DC&1ABC06046E0SC5E51AAE774D9 
2330 DATA 231310F9E181B00809C10DC2155D7 
7340 DATA B7C92E067607111785E51AFE31452 
7353 DATA 231FFE022B22FE03281EFE0428402 


> 


Amsirad User Marcn 7 988 


Pag# A3 
























































PROGRAMMING 
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2340 DATA 
2370 DATA 
2388 DATA 
2390 DATA 
2400 DATA 
2410 DATA 
2420 DATA 
2430 DATA 
2440 DATA 
2450 DATA 
2460 DATA 
2470 DATA 
2480 DATA 
2490 DATA 
2500 DATA 
2510 DATA 
2570 DATA. 
2550 DATA 
2540 DATA 
2550 DATA 
2560 DATA 
2570 DATA 
2560 DATA 
2590 DATA 
2600 DATA 
2610 DATA 
2620 DATA 
2630 DATA 
2640 DATA 
2650 DATA 
2660 DATA 


^E51>5ll208010flTB5D51 1 00&^63 

ijffimMiwS 1 '*®'", 1 

SSS 51 HSIK" 


actD5EMC0lEB®W®3j z {JJ 2 J*5| 7 6 

SfflSffifflSS* 

BflS205CD5E8BDD0E8fi2A03BZ7B47A 

Hi!! W1»255«H»11«"« 

2A0962t30CS73A0787T000t; FEMj 

s*s& 
sssss 

02T82l9^StD^ e ^^??!fl3a?4A0 

SS?S!g 5 SSiiSg» 

?IB!?hSS 5 i®!S‘« 

!155S"Sb»3112«FEHCI4SB 

S?iHZHB3C93Al6«fEMg«5« 

3&ED5B08S7ZA05B77597£D57.a5t8 

SSSSgJ 


2473 DATA 7BFE002805110081180311E0803C4 
2688 DATA ED53&7&2O0E87DD7E003Z0582533 
2690 DATA 3E1432068221E&802207&2E62A44D 
2700 DATA 0582CD0C872tA88BD3AABCfl3E683 
2710 DATA 01320083C9E197320682C93A1HC5 
2720 DATA 82FE00CA4489ED5B00822A108259D 
2730 DATA 2397ED52CA078911C0S02A1082560 
2740 DATA E5CD0tfi7El7DFEt7(A5D892(226B4 
2750 DATA 10821 U0S0C30CS7DD7E0032114D7 
2760 DATA S2673E0532108211C0806FCD0C489 
2770 DATA B721918BC3AABC97321182C9976C9 
2783 DATA 3211332150322215S32152822238A 
2790 DATA 17832153822219332155822210383 
2800 DATA 832A17S37EFE01CAE689FE05CA6D0 


L 


2810 DATA EC39FE06EA8F8ATE03CA&T8AFE83E 
2820 DATA 002803C3418A3EE1772A1B633E37 
2850 DATA 2477233E85772A15&33E07774F3E5 
2343 DATA 235E0277472A19S35E235669603&7 
2850 BATA {Dec873Al0B3473Al183BBC83£4FE 
2860 DATA 3211832 A158301070009221S&3253 
2870 DA"A 2Al783092217832Al98309t219293 
2580 DATA 632A1B8309188F2.A15835E2356394 
2890 DATA 7AfEl3CAD08A < :42A00829 ( ED^6o 
2900 DATA CA07892A19835E23561AFEB3CD4I0 
2910 DATA E58A133E2432338A2.A1BB3 i 323t3 

2920 DATA 722A1 5835E2356EBE52A19835E4FF 
’930 DATA 2356EU5D5CD0C87DICB0A8BE1788 
2940 &*r A 247EED4B158303021D0CS7C3C1559 


2950 DATA 
2960 

2970 BATA 
2960 DATA 
2990 DATA 
3000 DATA 
3010 DATA 
3020 DATA 
3050 BATA 
3040 DATA 
3050 DATA 
3040 DATA 
3070 DATA 
3080 DATA 
3090 DATA 
3100 DATA 
3110 DATA 
3120 BATA 
3130 DATA 
3140 DATA 
3150 DATA 
3160 DATA 
3170 DATA 
3180 DATA 
3190 BATA 
3200 BATA 
3210 DATA 
3220 DATA 
3230 DATA 
5240 DATA 


892Al5835E235fiU?A008297EB‘*6E 

52EA07B92AlB83H2354lAfE03466 

C C1B8BEE1011200B96B2A1B637349 F 

5E2356Ell5D5(D0D87DltD0A8B705 

2AE0B297ED52CA07892A1B63 : - 

ggiJSSSX" 

?I 5S677C3C1B96B620VU46C 

fl0097EFE02C02Al7837EFE0538U 

Oii.^Rfl177£9E^EI)Sl : FE6iB02Al7623 

KTCKUn f E«28;W5C 

ttSSSSSSSSESL 

SMSSK^* 

ggS®ww“ 8 S»« 

S2H6Fl3lA6797ED42CAfl6B9E&5A9_ 

sis^7960000073700010^^ M .^ 



NEW! 


£ 39.95 

IlflWIlUj—I iirui™— m —-—- !n C l VAT, P&P 

For all PC compatibles, such as Amstrad PCI 512 Also available for Amstrad PCW computers. 

Financial management software 


For Small businesses ^ elf ' e ^^ veCl Clubs^ Charilies 

Sates Executves Journalists Home accounts Etc. Etc. 

Company ^®P^ en ® TwHiSeymJ to record andanalyse all your linandal transactions, so that you know exactly 

Money Manager Plus isan easy-to-useChL bank statements, monitor cash How. analyse uounasol income and expenditure, make 

sasssa:jsESS 5 ^JSS 52 ^^ 


Up to 300 Sipflf Bte Tr^isadjo™ may t» wltsrsd p*f month. 

Ext\ wtry oanasi* erf: 

TTrtdwofihB mwrth, eg.23ri<* Jura 

Aiscurt! nuntoer, dfli ot upto 9(MW* fry you 1 £> youf cittimil W«* 

yg I* Rac dayj; VisJI, 3= Cash SBt 
Chsout or wlerent* number, 09 ABCl 23 

Class own, 0T» 0! Up 10 50 Ue*n« by 10 «m your «eumstanew 
« ot-Or«hwos, ol=- Rsm. u2= Hwt/bghHing. «2» Sratonwy ate. 
or mO. Motoring, mi r^- Fta*» T«. riS* at. 

DM^vs»Xl»g,^aitR*b8la^ ■HeWflaratorelc. at 

Optimal singifr^fiafactof mark as an exira idstfUriar, eg, btiwnes , p p™ 

jfefflouflt rfleoncilalBri frarKef. 

Tha aniHinfl ^ tfrii iWiSKSion, dsW w CtvM- 

23S*tf«*■». *9 zero. Ul or pafi«tBd. It VATK »l it me* 

be ignored. 


Voun^ rtwaoateaofiBsrienSiflaacOTdirigtaaceourTt. dess and mart lag all bank 

account antriw, or ell motoring Mpwism, Of all sash aswurfl hjsxiasi oxpensas MC.) 

and pronjee reports on the screan W printW as 10<OWS- _. 

• peiaihed stHtamants cowenngamy penod. snowing e«*i quatiiying nanssction witfi a 

sticking input and output transactions sawraidy w«i 
OOkeirnt tor axempt, zero rated. VATabte, VAT pad and gross amounts, and a 
auTmary with all uieraitwani rata». 

Tables ahuteng iha mat arruuntstor aadi dass mon#i by month, and totals tor 
itowtateyur 

Tabs* Showing the totals tor Bat* crass in aach awourtL 
TabM Showing th« monthly maximum, nwiimum and amraga balances. BumtwW 
and cash Bow monlh by month and tor m* whole year. 

Bsrgmphs dt any category morth by month. . 

is* chans angering any pehod tar trarious caiegories ct entry [PC vwsionarty}^ 


Connect Systems r visa 


3 PlaneMord Road. London W12 &ND 01- 7439792 Bam-iOpm Tdaye a week 
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From MR BG SLATER 




Amster's cage is an area of Preste! where Amstrad 
computer users congregate. It is a melting pot for 
ideas. Ask a question and someone is bound to 
know the answer, Ian Hoare acts as referee and has 
selected some highlights. 


I like doing hardware enhancements and realise 
the problems,, but the benefits can be enormous. 
As well as upgrading my rom I've fitted an 
increased printer buffer, a through connector on 
the disc \ff t and connected the computet power 
supply to the Cirkit modem, 

All of these were tips via Micronet and have 
made communicating more of a pleasure. Oh 
well, III have to admit l quite like Am sword, Very 
good when customised, 

• I'm very glad that one neiter feels his sub has 
done him some good. I agree wish what I detect 
as a hidden comment behind your MBX. 

I rather wish Amstrad would be a bit more 
forthcoming for that kind of mod. I'd like to see 8 
bit port mod, rom upgrade mod there. Remem¬ 
ber though, that you'll need power from 
somewhere. The DIN is J red, 2 green, 3 blue, 4 
synch, 5 ground, 6 Luminance. 


From MR M APPLE YARD 


Here are details of Scart connector: 

I R audio out 2 R audio in 

3 L audio out 4 Chassis audio 
5 Chassis video 3 L audio in 
7 Video in 8 source switching 
9 chassis G video 10 data bus 

II 6 video in 12 data bus 

13 chassis F vie! 14 chassis data bus 
15 R video in 16 fast video blanking 
17 chassis comp vid 18 chassis fast vid 
19 composite video out 20 composite video in 

I hope th3t helps, 

§ Thanks, Mike. Odd! I can see video red and 
video green, but where's the video blue? I think 
what one needs to know is which pins in the Scart 
plug need to be connected and to which of the 
pins on the monitor socket, EG what happens to 
luminance? 


From J P PRATT 


Please tell me how to get my video recorder to 
take frames from my 6128, Any one know the 
connections please? Regards to alt, 


From M SALLEB fit R TGUW 


Re John Pratt CPC frame to video, Here is my tip, 
John,! hope it helps you. I have never tried it r but 
it just came out of my mind. 

First you get your TV and video recorder ready, 
then use a modulator to power your computer. 
Now, instead of plugging straight into the TV try 
plugging the output into the video aerial input 
and the VCR output socket to your TV. 

Switch everything on and see how it works. 
Adjust your video channel to grab the picture, h 


am sure it will work, as the VCR normally records 
anything coming from the aenal, so CPC signals 
should not be different. 

No w set up the VCR to record, and then display 
any frames that interest you. Of course, you can't 
edit the recording, but you can press the Pause 
key until you get to the frame you want. 

to recap simpiy. Connect from CPC to 
modulator, to VCR aerial input. VCR out goes to 
TV. With a bit of luck, it ought to work, 


Mr A P KEELEY 


I think Mphamedfs idea about connecting 
modulator to video RF might not work. Most of 
the newer videos I've used will not record a 
signal on channel 36, presumably to stop people 
pirating tapes. 

Most older models will do it though, but 
through RF the pictu re is terrible. Scart is the best 
answer if the VCR has the facilities. 


From ASROK 


Can you help me, please. I want to get a daisy- 
wheel printer for about £200 or so, Can you 
advise? 

§ Before I give any advice, can I warn you that 
whatever you get, you will have to have a suit¬ 
able printer driver installed, so be sure your word 


processor can either create one or that a suitable 
driver is available. I suggest that you have a look 
at a Juki 6000. 


From DAVID FOSTER 


Ashok 'would be better looking at the Juki 6100, 
rather than the 6000, which doesn't support 
proportional spacing and f think is somewhat 
slower. A fine machine, built like a tank land 
weighs as much). 

You can sometimes find second hand ones for 
D50 or less and I defy anyone to wear one out. 
Ribbons and wheels are readily available. 

• Agree 100 per cent, I thought I was being asked 
about rrew printers though. Ashok, do think hard 
about David's advice. 


From DIGITASK BUSINESS SYSTEMS 


Ashok asked fora daisywheel printer for his PCW, 
Well I can suggest the Juki 6100 las opposed to 
the 6000. Yes I know it's 132 col, but you only 
have to use the first 80 if you want to I. 

The 6000 is around £147 with the 6100 la much 
better beast) at £255. Now a real bargain rs a 
Dataproducts DP20 at £200, serial i/f only. Where 
from 1 wonder? 

§ Thanks Dave. I do agree with you re the 6100. 
Ashok, do see if you can get a second hand one, 
or think hard re £255. 
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Untangling 
the syntax 


String, string - everybody loves string, but 
few use INSTR. Jeff Walker points the way 


I NSTR is a useful keyword that gets very 
little publicity. Some hooks, including the 
CPC manuals, describe its use without 
giving any practical examples, but the great 
majority of books simply ignore it. This has led 
to the misconception that it is another of those 
keywords that only experts or specialists would 
use. Not so. 

For a start, INSTR is extremely useful for 
validating user input. Take a look at this: 


10 'Single keypress validation 
20 ' 

100 NODE } 

TIB GOSUB 4000 initialise 

120 60S LIB 1000 ask nosey questions 

130 GQ5U3 2000 print results 

140 PS[NT:END 

996 ' 

999 'Ask nosey questions 

1000 PRINT Are you:' 

1010 pttSNT'Hale or Female? fH/Fl 

1020 vilidS='HF - :GOSUH 3000 

1030 male=keypressed 

1040 PRINT'fla-red or Not? <H/N> 

1030 valid!-"HU":SOSUB 3000 

1060 married s keypressed 

1070 PHIRT"Bald or Hairy? fB/H) 

1033 valid*=' 8 H : SCSI) 3 3000 

1090 bala=keypres$ed 

1100 PRI!lT‘Clever or Thick? (C/T)'; 

1110 validE-'CT':G0S5JB 3000 

1120 clever=keypressed 

1130 RETURN 

1996 ' 

1999 'Print results 

2000 PRINT 

2010 PRINT'O.K. Kou are a '; 

2020 IF laarried-NO THEN PRINT BSS; 
n un"; 

2030 PRlNTTnamed, 

2040 IF oald =VE.S T«EN PRINT oa.d ar 
d ELSE PRlNThauy, '; 

2030 If cleversKES THEN PRINT'tleve 
r ELSE PllRT"ihlck 
2060 IF irisiE=T£S THEN PS [NT'sian/ E 
LSE PRIHIVomar.," 

2070 RETURN 

2996 ' 

2997 'Set single keypress. 

2998 Enter with valid! ho Idir Q 

2999 the legal keypresses. 

3000 keypressed=0 

3010 WHILE keyoressed=B 
3020 inS=UPPEtl(1HKEVS1 
3030 IF inS-‘'THEN 3020 

3040 keypressed-INSTRlvalidt^i ni) 

3030 WENS 
3060 P31INT in! 

3070 RETURN 

3998 ' 

3999 Initialise 

4000 r£S=1;MO=2t 

4013 sS!=ChR#(£> 'backspace 
4020 RETURN 


The subroutine of greatest interest >$ at 3000. 
Once entered it cannot be returned from until the 
user has pressed one of the keys the program 
wants pressed, The valid keys are held in the the 
variable validS, 

At the start of the subroutine key pressed is 
initialised to zero, and it will remain that value 
until line 3040 sets it otherwise. 

This line. 3040, tries to match the string in$ - 
the key you pressed - with the string validS. If it 


finds that inS is part of vaiidS then it assigns the 
value equal to the position of the first occurrence 
of inS to the variable key pressed. 


Readable constants 



In terms of this program, that means that if, for 
example, valid$="YN' r , then if Y is pressed key- 
pressed will equal 1, and if N is pressed it will 
equal 2. If any other key is pressed, keypressed 
will equal zero. Some other examples would be: 

ini=T: uaUdl-'ABCDEFG’ 
l 

keypressed=5-' 

i nS='B‘: va Li d*="ABCBEFG 

i 

keypressed^ ----- 
inS-'Z': vslinS"'A8CbEFG 
keypressed=0 

When we get back to the main program we 
store keypressed away in another variable for 
future use - see line 1030 for an example. 

In the initialisation subroutine two constants 
have been set up, YES and NO, to hold the values 
1 and 2, and these constants are used instead of 
numbers in the results subroutine at 2000. They 


make the program far more readable as it is obvi¬ 
ous at a glance what is going on in a line like: 

IF male=YES THEN... 

whereas 

IF mate=1 THEN... 

is totally confusing to anyone except the original 
programmer, 

The subroutine can be used for as many valid 
keypresses as can be held in validS - even nunv 
bers from a menu: 

y alidS~ '"12345678ST: G 0 S U B 3000 

would return with keypressed holding the exact 
number the user has chosen and could therefore 
be used directly in an ON GQSUB statement if 
wished: 

ON keypressed GOSUB 1000,2000... 

What we are going to do now is see how INSTR 
can be used to split up a sentence into its separ¬ 
ate words and do a rudimentary parse, 

To isolate a word we need to know its 
boundaries, or delimiters. Words in English can 
be delimited by quite a few punctuation marks, 
but at the end of the day each word in a sentence. 
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PROGRAMMING 


Z_^7 


except maybe the first, will be preceded by a 
space character This is the character we w- !| look 
for to show us where a new word starts. 


IE 'SpLiting a sentence 
20 

100 G0SU3 1000 initia. •se 
1sfl SCSU 8 2063 split sentence 
130 fiOSUB 3000 print results 
130 EM) 

998 • 

999 'initialise 

1000 HU HurdJ<10) 

1010 in$ = Gst the hat .ear 1 1‘ 
1020 RETURN 

1998 

1999 split sentence 

2000 t S =in£ 

2010 sp=INSTR(tS, ) 

2020 count -1 
2030 «HILE sp>0 

2040 wordS(count > s L£FTS<tS,sp-1) 
2050 rS=RlGH1S<ti,LEN<tS)-spJ 
2060 couni=count +1 
2070 sp-IHSTRltl,' ’> 

2080 kENfr 

209E nord*<count)*t£ 

2100 RETURN 
2996 ' 

2999 print results 

3000 PfilMTtPRINT ’nS:PRINT 
3010 FOB Locp'1 TO count 

3020 PRINT loop; nOrdS( : .ood) : NEKT 
3030 PRINT:RETJRsj 


The above program shows the technique. The 
splitting subroutine is at 2000. Enter it with the 
sentence to be split held in inS. and the routine 
will exit with the separate words of the sentence 
held in the word$ array. 

Note that you should dimension this array to 
the greatest munbe r of words you would would 
expect the user to use n one sentence. In the 
initialisation subroutine I've put it at 10. but 30 or 
40 would probably be a safer figure. 

In the splitting routine the sentence is first 
assigned to a temporary variable, tS, then we 
look for a space character n it and set up a 
counter for use in the WHILE loop, 

In the WHILE loop, line 2040 assigns all the 
characters up to (but not including! the first space 
it found to wordSicountf, and then line 2050 
knocks this word (and the space) off the sentence 
before it increments the counter, checks for 
another space and goes around the WHILE : oop 
again. 

After the loop has executed (or not if mS con* 
tains no spaces - a single word), one word is still 
not assigned to the wordS array, This is either the 
first (and only) word of the sentence, or the very 
last - line 2090 completes this (ob. 

The routine is a still a shell, mind you, checks 
for empty strings and punctuation marks need to 
be added really - but now you have the hasics. 
I'm sure you can do the rest. 

So much for detecting single characters, but 
IMSTR can also bs used to detect the presence or 
not of a shorter string within a longer string. 
Again, the value returned will be the position 
where the shorter target- string starts within the 
longer searched-string, or zero if it is not found. 
This is where INSTR can help us do a bit of 
parsing. 
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Before we move on to this, though, let me 
introduce you to the extra parameter in INSTR, 
the "start position": 

Hhere=[N$TRf 9 J seartaedJ,target! ) 

I 

. ..snc lock 
for this 

start searching / string 

fron the 9th 

character of this string.«. 



9:h character 

sean:hedS=THE CAT SAT (IN THE MAT" 

targetis'SAT' 

m he re*9-- 

c a rge t £=' TH E" 

where = 16 ——-- 

tsrgetS= , £AT' 

uhare'0 

Notice that because we've designated the 
search to start from the ninth character, when 
searching for THE it finds the second occurrence, 
not the first. Had we designated i as the start 
position, the first THE would have been found 
instead. Very useful feature this. Must think of a 
way to use it some time. 


A few assumptions 



Anyway, back to our programming. Keeping our 
adventure scenario going, now we know how to 
split the sentence up, we can make some 
assumptions; the main one being that the first 
word, wordS(l), will be a verb: GET, DROP, 
CLIMB, etc, 

If we pack all the words we want our program 
to understand - or, at least, the first four letters of 
each word-together into one long string, we can 
use INSTR firstly to tell us whether the word is 


understood or not, and then' to direct the pro¬ 
gram at a subroutine to deal with that word, 


10 'R-jdinentary parsing 
20 ' 

100 G0SUB 1000 initialise 
113 G0SUB 2000 sec a yard (ini) 

115 tvordslfl) = i-'S 'for exanple 
120 G05U8 3000 parse it 
130 END 

998 

999 'initialise 

1000 knohJ^GEUDItOPtLlflSPEABA&T' 

1010 RETURN 

1998 

1999 get i word 

200B PRINT'Enter « «ord"; 

2010 INPUT i n$: i nJsUPPERSfirS ) 

2020 RETURN 

2998 

2999 parse the ^irst word 

3000 tJ=uOfdS(1) 

30*0 IF LEN(tS)<4 THEN 
0TQ 3000 

3020 nhatS=LEFTl<tM> 

3030 wher#=INSTR(k''OHi,'nhatJ) 

3040 IF uhere-3 then RETURN 
3050 branth'iNT(where/4}+l 
3060 ON branch GOSUfi 4000,5000,6000 
,7000,8000 
3070 RETURN 

3998 

3999 Get 

4003 PRINT'tou Iskt it.":RETDfZN 
499fi ' 

4999 Trap 

5003 PRINT’OK. Dropped.TREim 

5998 

5999 '{limb 

6000 PRINT‘Wot? Up tbere? ;REruRN 
6994 

6999 Speak 

7000 PRiflT Soeak to who?':RETURN 

7998 ' 

7999 'Naughty *ord 

8000 PRINT'So are you!':&ET(JRN 

i _*_— 

The program's vocabulary - the first four set¬ 
ters of each word - would be held in knowS. If a 
word is less than four letters long, fill it out with a 
dummy character; I've used a hash (#), for 
example, to fill out GET in know$. 

The second line in the parsing subroutine 
(3010) does the same thing to the temporary vari¬ 
able tS so the program doesn't crash when line 
3020 tops off the first four letters of the word in 
order to process it. Obviously, if we hadn't filled 
the word out, and if the word was only three 
letters long, line 3020 would crash because it 
would be looking for four letters in a three-letter 
word. 

Line 3030 is the one that checks to see if the 
word you enterefl is in the program's vocabulary. 
If it isn't, the variable "where" comes out equal to 
zero and line 3040 simply returns from the 
Subroutine. In practice you would deal with (his 
by GQSUBing to a special "I don't understand' 1 
subroutine. 

The next fine (3050) does a calculation on 
"where" because in its present form it can't really 
be used in an ON GOSUB. In the example pro- 

> 


Page 4 7 











































gram, "where" will be equal to either 1. 5,9,13. 
or 15. 

We need to convert this sequence to 1.2,3,4,5 
for ON GGSUB, and this is done by integer- 
dividing ''where" by 4 and adding one. If your 
program's vocabulary consisted of the first five 
letters of each word r then the division would be 
by 5; if it was just the first three letters of each 
word, the division would be by 3. Whatever you 
divide by, though, you will have to add one to the 
result. 

The variable branch holds the new value (either 
1 ,2,3.,4 or 5K and this is the value, in line 3060, 
that will send control of your program to the 
subroutine which most closely understands the 
word under investigation, 

In these special subroutines you could use fur¬ 
ther tests to avoid ambiguity - SPFA, for 
instance, could either be SPEAK TO FRED or 
SPEAR THE PIGMY. The original word is still held 
in wordSIU so there's no problem there: 

IF wordS(11="SPEAK" THEN GOSUR ... 

IF word$111=''SPEAR" THEN GOSUB ... 

These subroutines are also where you'd want 
to begin to investigate the rest of the sentence - 
you know, the words held in the word$ array 
from the routine that split up the sentence, 

H the verb, for instance, is GET, then you know 
there's going to be noun Ian object) somewhere 


£ 


PROGRAMMING 


T 


J 


n the sentence, so a second parsing routine to 
deal with objects needs to be executed if there is 
more than one object lying around. The tech¬ 
nique would be almost identical to that whtch we 
have just been through. Away you go. 

Oh yes, in passing, don't forget that words like 
THE and AND are useless, so they can be be 
ignored, And the word IT will always refer to the 
previous noun in the sentence: 

GET THE HAT AND ROCK AND THROW IT 

What should get thrown is the rock, not the hat, 

INSTR is a powerful tool for investigating the 
contents of strings, particularly if the contents of 
those strings lLocations? Objects?] are constantly 
changing during the program. Think about that. 

And while you're thinking about that, here are a 
few other ideas that you could use INSTR with: 

• A program that counts the number of words in 
a document. 

• A program that counts the number of times a 
certain word occurs in a document. (Don't forget 
that INSTR on the CPC is case sensitive). 

• A program driven by multi-word typed-in com¬ 
mands instead of menus. 

• A chat program, where the computer talks back 
in an intelligent manner, 

• A program that translates a document into a 
foreign language. 

All these ideas,In one way or another, are look¬ 


ing for shorter strings within longer strings; from 
Idea (1), where you would be looking for the 
spaces between the words - to Idea 151, where 
you would possibly, amongst lots of other things, 
be looking for groups of words and endings of 
words in an attempt to understand the tense. For 
example: 


it HAS happenED 


PAST 


it IS happe-nIMG 


PRESENT 


it IS GOINS TO happen 


FUTURE 


And don't believe those programming snobs 
who say it can't be done in Basic, 
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COME HOME TO A 
REAL LIVE WIRE 



Inject the power of a mainframe into your micro. 
MICRONET is the only product that provides 
you with:— 

Real-time interactive chatlines 


With your first annual subscription 
MICRONET will give you a free modem. 
Complete and return the coupon for your 
MICRONET brochure. ' / 


Free and discounted telcsoftware 


M.U.C:* inc the UK’s most popular SHADES ,M 
Dailv computer news and reviews 
Free PRESTEL™ electronic mail 
Teleshopping - holidays, hotels etc. 

• 70,000 PRESTEL users 56,000 Telecom 
Gold users 

National and International Telex 
Technical Support and Help Desk 
PL : Access to PRESTEL and Telecom Gold, 
and there’s much more - all for one low cost 
subscription. Modem owners call us now' for an 
on-line demonstration. 




/ \ I 


/JL 1 _.L / .1 


MICRONET, Din-rant House, 8 Herbal Hill, 
London. EC1R oEJ. Telephone 01-278 3143 
Please send me a free MICRONET brochure. 

N ame- 


Address. 


I 

Micro¬ 


Age. 
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A SUBJECT close to the heart of many 
Amstrad computer owners is their wallets 
- so the promise of free software is one 
which often makes the ears prick up. 
Public domain software and shareware - also 
sometimes known as user supported software - 
has a reputation for being third rale. Whether you 
agree depends on what you're looking for. 

If you're a games fanatic into zap-pow graphics 
and sound, then look elsewhere, on the CPC 
machines at least (PC owners ere slightly better 
off herel. On the other hand, if you fancy text 
adventure games, programming languages, 
machine code programming aids, word process¬ 
ors, communications software, and utilities of all 
kinds, then look no further. 

Most public domain (PD! software runs under 
CP/M, and being designed to work on all CP/M 
computers, has no graphics or sound. Very few 
UK software authors seem to have been witling 
to put their work into the public domain - those 
authors with programs which are of commercial 
standard have naturally chosen to sel ! them 
commercially. 

Most PD programs have been developed in the 
USA by programmers who had to write software 
to do a job for which a commercial equivalent is 
either not available or too expensive. In a bid to 
help other users in similar situations, and to 
advertise their talents as programmers, these 


authors have released their work for all to use. 

Gradually, by means of modems and bulletin 
board systems, as well as user groups amd PD 
libraries, the mass of software which has built up 
has migrated around the world, and eventually 
landed in the laps of users of the first affordable 
home CP/M system in the UK - the Amstrad CPC 
range. 

What do we mean by public domain and 
shareware? Well, there is a dear distinction 
between the two. Copyright of software in the 
public domain still resides with the original 
author, but he or she has decided that computer 
users may have the program free of charge and 
make as many copies as they like and give them 
to whoever they choose. 

Commercial 


The software may not be sold commercially, 
although it is permissible for PD libraries to make 
3 reasonable charge for media, administration 
and distribution costs. 

Shareware, or user supported software, is on 
the other hand quite definitely a commercial 
product, A system originating in the United 
States, the shareware concept briefly allows you 
to make copies of the software free of charge, 


and distribute them in similar fashion to PD soft¬ 
ware, with the proviso that if you like the pro¬ 
gram, and intend to use it regularly, you should 
send a fee (usually varying from $10 to SI00) to 
the author or company, for which you will often 
receive an updated version and (in the case of the 
larger fees! a printed manual. 

Now we know what PD software is, what sort of 
program can we expect? To illustrate this, III 
briefly describe a selection of the better pro¬ 
grams available, in fact some real gems. 

" For the games fan, as I said, there are few 
attractions, but there are two classic games 
which are always popular - the perennial Star 
Trek and the original Colossal Cave Adventure. 

Star Trek is an involved strategy game in which 
you must boldly go where no man has gone 
before and rid the Universe of Klingons. 

Played on a large grid, of which you can only 
see a small area at a time, Star Trek enables you 
to interrogate the computer, provide a short 
range and long range scan of local star systems, 
use phasers and photon torpedoes on the das¬ 
tardly Klingons. and generally dash about the 
Universe on warp drive, creating mayhem as you 
go. 

Most versions run in Basic, and can often be 
used with out CP/M, under Locomotive Basic. This 
is entirely unrelated to the mythical Beyond 
game of the same name. 
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Colossal Cave Adventure is an almost exact 
copy of the original mainframe adventure created 
by Crowther and Woods. A massive 100 plus k of 
adventure and data means a lengthy and 
absorbing session of puzzle solving and combat 
beneath the ground. If in doubt, take everything 
you can see. and remember the magic word 
XYZZY. Several commercial companies are still 
marketing their own versions of this game, so it is 
obviously still a popular choice for adventurers. 

Those interested in machine code program¬ 
ming will undoubtedly find Z8E indispensable. A 
truly superb symbolic Z8G debugging monitor 
with animated display and single step features, 
ZSE is of truly professional quality and an 
essential machine code programmers tool. 

The massive documentation file Imore than 
100k of text) contains a full manual with instal¬ 
lation details. 

Text editor 


VDE231 is an excellent CP/M based text editor 
and word processor, which is Wordstar file and 
key-compatible. It is very easy to use, and has a 
comprehensive help screen, Its one limitation is 
the restriction on file size imposed by the use of 
memory resident files only. 

A vital accessory to VDE231 is its installation 
program which enables you to customise The 
program for your system and printer, 

NSWEEP is an essential utility for those of you 
who, like me, need a swift and accurate file man¬ 
ager - its many facilities, apart from error 
checked file transfer from disc to disc, include 
compression and decompression of files (per¬ 
haps to save space on little used text files or 
programs!, printing and viewing of text files, and 
alteration of file status. NSWEEP (latest version 
NSWEEP207.COM) can reprace haf a dozen other 
CP/M utilities in one go. 

Far communications fans, MEX (Modem 
Executive) is a superb terminal program 
including Ascii text file transfer and Xmodem 
error corrected program up and downloading. It 
can even be programmed to mg on to your 
favourite Email service or bulletin board system, 
send your password, go to the required area, 
send a message, receive your mail, download a 
program, and log off again, afJ on its own. 

Jewel in crown 


MEX comes with a detailed manual in text file 
form and extensive Help options from within the 
program itself. It does not support viewdata , but 
is invaluable for all text-based services and for 
transferring files from user to user, or via 
RS232C. 

finally, the jewel in the crown of PD software is 
perhaps JRT Pascal version 3.0, This language, 
the predecessor of Nevada Pascal, was once a 
commercial product - and it shows. A massive . 
manual (over 150 pages,) is supplied as a text file 
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FEATURE 
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processing a 
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file 
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,v-tetk cOT 
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NSWEEP File 



for printing, and the system comes with various 
utilities and example files. 

JBT Pascal uses the intermediate, or P-Code 
compiting system, whereby the compiler 
produces a file with the suffix INT from your 
source code lie TEST.PAS becomes TEST.INT) 
which is then run using the EXEC.COM program 
supplied. 

Sadly, JRT Pascal is only suitable for CP/M 
Plus, due to the small TPA-of CP/M 2.2. A text 
editor, such as VDE231, is essential to edit your 
source code, and is often supplied with the 
system, though it is best to check. 

So then, just a small sample of the often 
excellent software available to CP/M users. But 
where do you get it? Well, if you have a modem, 
you will be able to download some of the smaller 
programs from your favourite bulletin board. 


User groups often have a library available to 
their mem bers, or you may take advantage of the 
offers available from the various PD libraries, 
some of which advertise in ACU. 

Now you know what's out there, go get it. 


jourceso f public domain sofr w^T 
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FI A TURF 


^■XACTLY what is educational software? 
L More importantly, what ought it to do and 
r is any available? These were questions that 
Hi was prompted to consider when a fat , 
parcel of educational software arrived for me to 
have a look at, courtesy of the editor. 

I am not a full time educationist, but I do 
leach computing one day a week at a local school 
and spend half a day a week working with the 
disabled and computers at a Cheshire home - a 
highly recommended and satisfying pastime, I 
also have two children aged 10 and 12, so I have 
had some varied experience of ''educational 

software. , . 

To date, the vast majority of educational son- 
ware has been produced for the BBC computers 
simply because it was the machine adopted by 
most educational authorities. As a result, a lot of 
educational software for the BBC has been whi¬ 
ten with school use in mind, as this is where the 

largest market has been. 

Amstrad made a half-hearted attempt at 
breaking into the educational market via North¬ 
ern Computers fno longer with us), but the 
number of Amstrads actually in use in schools is 
very small and must provide little incentive to 
software houses to produce educational soft¬ 
ware. And a lot of the software that is available 
has been converted from the original BBC pro¬ 
grams. 

There would appear to be two different mar- 


The computer 
classroom 


David Foster looks over some of the educational 
software that is now available for the Amstrad 


benefit from using such programs and what is 
more, they enjoy it as well. 

Much of the available software appears to have 
been designed by teachers who wanted pro¬ 
grams that could be used as a subject teaching 
aid, in much the same way as they might use an 
overhead projector to illustrate something, or a 
schools' television broadcast to assist in 
explaining the subject being taught. 

Some software has been expressly written in 
the form of ,J aids to revision’' of particular 
subjects and a veiy small amount has been writ¬ 
ten to help with actually teaching the subject of 
computing in schools. 

Unfortunately, programs that might be 
excellent subject teaching aids in a school are 
often of limited value in the home environment 
The reason for this is that few of them have any 
staying power. 

In a school this will be of little importance, as 
each class will probably only ever use any one 
program once or twice in the year and each child 
will only have a few minutes actually using the 
program. The situation in the home is very differ¬ 
ent and a program should be capable of being 
used repeatedly by a child without losing its 
interest value. 

Many programs take the form of asking a ques¬ 
tion arid require the answer to be selected rom 
three or four options displayed on screen, A child 
wifi very soon learn which answer to select, 
without ever learning or calculating the answer 
and programs of this sort will soon lose their 
appeal unless there is a vast store of possible 
questions and answers incorporated into the 

^Programs written specifically to help with 
learning to use a computer, or as simple 
introductions to word processing, databases and 
spreadsheets are thin on the ground, particularly 
for the Amstrads. But luckily there are a number 
of simple programs, which, though not specifi¬ 
cally aimed at the educational market, are quite 
suitable for the purpose. 

There are a number of companies producing edu¬ 
cational software in Amstrad versions and 
received a selection from Bourne Educational 
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kets for educational software - use in schools and 
use in the home. There also appears to be some 
conflict regarding what actually comprises edu¬ 
cational software. 

Many parents are fondly going through life 
believing that because the school has computers, 
their children will be learning about computers 
and how to use them. In my experience, this is 
rarely the case and most are used merely as 
subject teaching aids. 

The reasons for this are probably that most 
teachers are not trained in computing. And while 
the BBC may be a good machine, its operating 
system bears little resemblance to those that 
people will come across when they leave school 
and little of the software is typical of the appli¬ 
cations software used in the real world. 


Basics needed 


From a personal point of view, I regret very 
much that more emphasis is not put on learning 
the principles of using word processors, spread¬ 
sheets and databases as part of the school cur¬ 
riculum, as there is little doubt that most people 
will come across them once they start work. And 
they can prove extremely useful even before that 
time, in further education. 

What better way to do your final thesis than 
with a word processor? From experience I have 
found that even young children can learn and 
























































Software. Fernleef Educational Software, 
Kosmos Software and School Software of Limer¬ 
ick, Ireland. 

Most t)f the names will be well known to 
anyone who has used the BBC and most of she 
programs will be equally familiar. One advantage 
of this is that it may well be possible to buy an 
Amstrad version of the same programs that your 
child uses at school, for use in the home, 

I shall not review each program fully, as there 
are too many of them, but I shall attempt to 
describe the type of program they are and at the 
end give a personal opinion of whether they 
might suit the needs of someone in the home 
environment. 

Bourne seems to provide a variety of programs 
for children of different age groups, with those 
for the 3-6 age groups being mainly of the "Help¬ 
ing to learn to spell", "Helping to learn to tell the 
time" type, with those for the 5-10 or 12 year olds 
requiring more in the way of thought and 
deduction, 

World-Wise is one of a number of programs 
where the computer learns ; rom the user. The 
idea of the program is very old and has been 
available for many years under a variety of 
names. The supplied instruction booklet is small, 
but describes adequately how the program is 
used. CP/M and Amsdos versions are supplied on 
the same disc, which means it can be used on the 
PCW range as well as the CPC. 


Twin failing 



World-Wise is a geography program and you 
have to select from a range of features, such as 
river, mountain or town, You then think of the 
name of, say, a river and the computer asks you 
questions which you have to answer, as it tries to 
guess what you are thinkigg of. 

If it fails, you teil it what you were thinking of 
and describe a question to distinguish it from 
another answer. It adds these details to its store 
of knowledge for future use, The program is rea¬ 
sonably well produced, but is provided with very 
little data. It seems to go through menus need¬ 
lessly every time you want to have another go, 

There are two main failings with this type Df 
program for home use. First, if you are the only 
person using the program, you quickly learn 
what words the computer knows and second, it is 
dependent on the correct information being 
entered when the program asks for details. 

If rubbish or incorrect answers are entered, it 
makes a total nonsense of the program, Unfor¬ 
tunately, children frequently know the name of 
something, but not the details, so incorrect infor¬ 
mation is a common problem. 

Come on down 

Answer Back Quiz Junior from Kosmos is, unsur¬ 
prisingly, a quiz game. It is available on disc or 
cassette and Data for a number of quizzes is 
provided. It is described as being suitable for 6-11 



year olds. I have to admit to getting off to a bad 
start with this program, as the initial loader is 
supposed to check whether a 464/664 or a 618 is 
being used, before loading the appropriate ver¬ 
sion, but instead it returned to Basic with an error 
message when used with a 464. 

Having got round that problem, the next one 
was that I had to load data for a quiz, but there 
was no way to get a listing of what the quizzes 
were called, or what they were about, so back to 
Basic again. 

Having CATted the disc before reloading the 
program, I at last managed to get into the quiz. A 
graphics screen displaying a castle is presented 
for all quizzes and questions are asked across the 
top of the screen, with all answers being entered 
in a window at the bottom, 

A correct answer results in you having the 
opportunity to rescue a "beautiful princess" by 
dropping a sandbag from a hot air balloon on to 
the head of a dragon that is trying to kill her. 

You can opt for random questions, or they can 
be asked in data file order. The number of ques¬ 
tions to be asked may be selected and whether 
questions should take the form of Y/N, fill in the 
spaces, or choose from a selection of options, 
answers. 

Fifteen quizzes are supplied, on different 
subjects, each containing 50 questions and it is 
possible to create your own quizzes and save 


them for future use. 

The idea of the program is quite good, but its 
biggest failing, apart from the slightly sloppy pro¬ 
gramming at the start, is that children have to set 
their own levels of answering the questions and 
invariably they pick the easiest so that they can 
save the damsel. 

The Fern leaf program supplied was called the 
Amstrad Educational Software Selection and is a 
compendium of six programs, Fernleaf spe¬ 
cialises in problem solving programs intended 
for use by groups of children who can discuss 
moves and actions before entering their 
decisions. 

As such, they are more suited to use in a school 
environment than the home, unless you happen 
to have a house full of similarly aged children. 
Having said that, the programs are well thought 
out and it is quite possible to use them or your 
own, 

The supplied programs vary from The Raiders, 
where you have to lead a raiding party to the 


Amstrad User March W88 


Page 53 






























THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION 

• MASSIVE DATABASE Ptwlswuiner is a*ofihisticat«H ,CloL3 
prijdaraioriakl. It ct?ttu£ 9 comptew with the largest dalabase 
available 22000 matthea over ye*rs. 

ft PREDICTS Not just SCOREDRAWS. bait AYfAYE, HOMfS 
and m SCORES 

# SUCCESSFUL SELEC rm aiafiiee thal PppIgwiniitBT pcrtan me 
iignilicantly bfttieT ihan chance. 

ft ADAPTABLE Probahilmea are givfcet on every ri*mre - 
chmwc *3 many seLraltfina &fl ytm rmfcd Eor y-oui bet. The 
progi^e p: edicr.Lon fc-rmola can iw ^et by the n*esf - V™ can 
dgvekip and tesl ywt own uiugpws method 
ft SIMPLE DATA ENTRT ^ 11 e am n anw s <ii e in ^he program. Sim pi yiype Lath e rate renoe 
numbers fr wti the aciean. Or use FffiGEN ro produce Ibauia lilt autameunaL,y (we below), 
ft LEAGUE AND NON-LEAGUE AM English and Scottish U*gue teams we supported. 

and also the Tion-league sides c-fteu iised on p??0Is coupons 
ft PRINTER SUPPORT Full hard copy pnnJCUt of data -J y^i have a printer. 

PRICE £15.00 (all inclusive) 


. _ . _ AT LAST: No mens- smimting tar hoursO’ 9 * the 

'IrM 07/0 fbrtuifi Ua intoIhecoaipaMf FlXOENhas heer. 

A iAvLJl Oi/O pi^ajrimed™ihal^^ 
furtiiies tor L367fl. SimpJy type in ti» date, *fldthe hdl 6xnua list is generate 
u- seconds, FvJly eompatihk vriJh Foolswmner y party update? i^adabfc. 

FQOLSW IHTfER with FlXGEN Elfr-Sfl (tor both)_ 

COURSEWINNERvi H^X^“, 

THE PUNTERS COMPUTER PROGRAM ahdtx3casicTJLlp™iarsSiJ<e I 
Tou can develop and fed your own WN*P» winning syflam by adinSUngi be 
anaJvs:! foirnoia, or 45 e rheprogrtm m E.nvpie ftiods Goursewirinei if 3 uses 
atalistie*! a-iaSy Bis of major facto,* including past foitn, speed latmdl, course 
statistic?, prize mOitey. weight, godng, trailer and iocfcey -orm etc, sic. 

daiabaae ir^ludea Vila! crnuMstatiatics lor allBnlwheouraa^Toucan update 

,he database never goea out of daw. FULL PBPVTEIf SUPPORT. 

PRICE £15.00 jail inclwdTfll inclnd™ rial AMO Material Bunt 


j4i; rtViUDkULE fOFL rM^nnAD (Ki. aM^trad rew■■ 

ft ALi IBM LEWUWfiBLES. JUi BttL-|. Wi . r JT.Cmi.r>Hb-. CC*M™t?PH LH. 

an laec IJUUM& enrwn-ifc-n h AtM* - ‘=k^T* •** 1 

PCI 3 l!Z Ion dlk* - add U.QUI 


Sena Cheques'POt (or return of prat stiMeeto 


m selec 


phone 24 hra SOFTWARE pho ™ ** 2 ™ 

37 COUNCILLOR LANE, CHE ADLE, CHESHIRE SK3 3HX. S 061-486 7435 

rJyiid Jar JihV ■ l -rr ji 1 our mfrwjrcj- J __ 
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•DUST* 

COVERS 


GET SMART! 



-DUST- 

COVERS 


Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 


• In todays economic climate where equipment failure costs time 
and money protecting your hardware Irom wear and tear is the 
smart thing to do and the smart way to do it is with duel covers 
from the BBD Professional Range. 

• Manufactured in top quality dark grey washable nylon and attrac¬ 
tively finished with red piping BBD covers are simply the smartest 
protective covers available. 

• BBD covers can be washed and ironed without fear ot fading or 
shrinking and will never crack or lose their shape, 

• With all these superlative features you might expect BBD covers 
to be a little expensive. Nothing could b® further from the truth. 


COVERS FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC 464 - £7.50 
COVEHS FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC 6128 - £7.50 

Please slate Colour or Monochrome monitor 

• BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for printers from 
only £5.00. 

9 These include Am St rad DMP 2000. 3000 and 3160, Am sir ad 
DMP 4000 and LG350Q, and a selection from Brother, Canon, 
Citizen, Epson, Star etc. etc. Generally covers lor 80 column 
printers are £5.00 and for 132 column £6.00. 


GET SMART! GET BBD! 


BBD COMPUTER DUST COVERS 
The Blandish Centre, Cross Street, Standlsh, Wigan 
WN6 0HQ. 


Tel: 0257 422968 (Ext. 152). Fax 0257 423909 
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f^^QUAL |TAS PLUS 

k rjsirr»ri ££3 

I look lo newsletters, reports, price Ms, even your cum&ilum vise I just look * 

| ihese Fflalures . . . 

► Real near-tetter quality (NLG)! Prinled using (he same ™^ ^ NLQ 
Drinters- two passes with a micro-linefeed, gwlnq normal*height characters. 

I Superb fontel Five business fonts are supplied (M> pica, one elite, one rtalic 
andone proportional). Each font can be modified or new fonts created wrtfi the 

easy-to-use font designer. , Wl . 

I Several print modes! Each lont can be prinled in hall-width, doubie-wdib^ 
subscript, superscript underline and emphasised using sl-andard ps 
codes. And double-heigm Is also available! 

• powerful formatting! Lines can be justified with equal spaces between words 

{micro-justilication) and hard spaces tan be embedded. Tables can have up 
to 16 columns of proportional te*l. , . , ,. 

• co-resident with host program! Use all the powertuHaamres o younwrt 
processor, eg pnnt lormatting. character redefinition, and even i^l merg€ ttry 
Solcg this wfth a desktop publisher!) You do NOT have to save hies to disc tint I 

• Very compatible! Works with nearly all Epson^ittoalWes i^h dwbte-or 

quad-densSy graphics including me CPflO and the MTflO. bul the HR^ 
Compatible wilh Amsword, Mastedile Hi, Office ll (OP06126 only), Protest 

{except CPfM). Tasword. and your own BASIC programs. 

• Expandable! Add an e-bit printer port lor even better results 40 exlra 6-brt 
fonhs are available, including Ode English. Scnpt-. Tasword 2nd character se 
and European languages. 

Qualitas Plus cosiS jusl £14-95 (disc). Tape version £v2lft5 r^arvcl ^word 

grade from earlier verston possible. Please state V^rcompule^ pnrrtenand wort 
processor. UK orders post iree (Europe add £1, elsewhere add £2 airmail) Fast 
mail order wilh i4-day ’toll refund ii not entirely satisfied" guarantee (statutory 
rights unallotted). Trade enquiries welcome. 

-tf you want to give your printer a new lease ol m Qualitas can be recommended.' 
- CortyHJfrng wiifh frie Amstrad CPC &'8? 


L 


Seven Stars Publishing, Dept A, 

34 Squirrel HI SO, Mario W, Sucks SL7 3PN, 
Tel: 06264 3445. 



How to get 
our Amstrad 
to talk to 
i BBC Micro 


(or a Spectrum or a Commodore 
or an Atari or an IBM ... or 
ANY other computer). 


Language problems become a 
thing of the past when you join 
MicroLink. Now you can use your 
Amstrad (plus your telephone) to 
send messages to any other 
computer user, with no 
rpstriction on make of machine — 
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English Coast, deciding on where to tend, camp 
and raid, to a mathematical program called 
Market Stall, where you have to decide what 
goods to buy and the price to sell them for, 
depending on the season and weather forecasts. 

The programs use graphics to draw maps or 
pictures and at each stage you are informed of 
progress and have to make decisions based on 
this information. Each program is supplied with 
an instruction sheet containing details Df the 
scenario and where necessary, a worksheet so 
that you can keep a note of what has happened to 
date. 

The best thing about these programs Is that 
there is no ''Correct' 1 answer and you eouid 
spend quite some time trying different ways of 
achieving the objective, or best result, with each 
program. 

The final group of programs came from School 
Software, using the quiz approach, with a strong 
leaning to maths, but also with programs cov¬ 
ering geography and playschool. There are also 
programs covering biology, physics and chemis¬ 
try, as well as music. 

Each program covers a specific subject and 
there is not a lot of variation within the programs 
to hold a child's attention, although some of 
them have music!?} and a bit of graphics fun if 
you get the answer right 

School Software cover a wider age group than 
most, with programs for the 3-8 year olds, up to 
maths programs for 14-18 year olds, with the 
Music programs being described as 7-adult. 

The programs are a mixture of protected Basic 
and machine code and as a result they can be a 
little slow in operation on occasions. Some of the 
programs are better than others, but I am afraid 
that none of them really inspired me. 

They follow the "select an answer from the 
list" route and as a result may tend to lose their 


Editor's note: Educational programs always 
fall a long way short of the standards set by 
the cheapest of games. If Mastertronic tried to 
sell games which were as poorly written, 
slow to respond and graphically unexciting as 
even the best educational software, they 
would be laughed out of court. 

Just as a good game relies on content and 
presentation, a good educational program 
should be well written In addition to being 
well conceived. 

In many ways it is the schools which are to 
blame for the low standard of educational 
programs. The demand for software is lim¬ 
ited, which means that the prices need to be 
high. Yet schools are unwilling to pay realistic 
prices - say £100 per program. 

Instead the software is pirated, with the 
teacher chuffed at having saved the school so 
much money. The result is fewer programs 
and much lower standards. Perhaps the best 
thing we can learn from educational software 
is that piracy kills software. 


Conclusion 


Of the programs I looked at, most of them - if not 
all - are better suited to use in the classroom, 
which in most cases is where they were intended 
to be used in any case. The decision-making pro¬ 
grams from Fernleaf have probably got the 
greatest lasting power, though in many ways 


interest rather quickly. Some of the programs 
give quite a lot of information which might be 
found useful for revision, but nothing that 
couldn't be found in a book. I would suggest that 
most of these are best suited to use in a school 
environment, rather than at home. 


they cannot be compared with the others. Whilst 
the other programs all aim to teach you 
something specific, or check on whether you 
know specific details about a subject, the Fernleaf 
adventures are Intended to promote thinking and 
discussion, an objectiva that they certainly 
achieve. 

I think I would rather Invest in simple word 
processing, database and spreadsheet programs 
and let my children loose on those, leaving the 
traditional educational programs to be used in 
schools. 

It is amazing how popular writing "Thank you" 
letters- becomes with a word processor. And even 
keeping an address book or a catalogue of 
stamps/train numbers in a database can be 
exciting. And the end of the day your child has 
learnt the basics of something which will almost 
certainly prove useful in years to come. 

None of the programs I looked at are bad - it is 
just that I feel that they are not really ideally 
suited to use in the home. 
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Quick on 
the draw 

Jill Lawson looks at the 
software selection for 
picture producers 


Advanced OCP Aft Studio 

from Hainbird (CPC 6128, or 
CPC 664 with 64k 
expansion, or CPC 464 with 
expansion and disc drive} 


If this one is available for your system, 
then you need look no further. You don't 
even need the excellent manual to get 
started, and it offers toads of exciting 
features. 


Melbourne Draw Good ail-round drawing package with 

from Melbourne House most of the features you would hope 

for. Just a bit heavy going at first but 
fine once you have mastered its 
intricacies. 


A MX Art (with AMX Mouse) This isn't a bed drawing tool, although 
from Advanced Memory there are limitations with mode and 
Systems colour, and it is not ideal if you want to 

use drawings in your own programs as 
it doesn't use the whole of the screen. 



The Image System 

from CRL 


Parrotry Plus 

from Treasure Island 
Software 


Cherry Paint 

from Siren Software 


Mode 0 only and not a very good 
drawing utility, but lots of fun if you've 
given up on filling your screen any other 
way. One simple drawing can be 
man puiated in various ways, re¬ 
coloured and reproduced time, and 
again. Very addictive, 

A totally different type of art utility with 
lots of potential for display work. 
Economical on memory, but not the 
best choice for straightforward drawing 
on-screen. 

A Mac-Paint style utility for Mode 2 
black and white drawings only. Easy to 
operate but limited in use. 


Grafpad 2 

from Micro-Draw 


Rembrandt 

from Beebtigsoft 

Artwork 

from Kuma 


Screen Designer 

from Amsoft 


Assorted light pens 


Expensive, and not always easy to 
control. Not suitable for left-handed 
users. 

One of the older utilities, without some 
of the sophistication of later offerings, 
but a sound, low-cost drawing tod. 

An early production, adequate but 
limited in what it will do for you. But 
don't refuse if someone wants to give 
you their copy. 

The original basic drawing aid for the 
Amstrad CPC computers. Although it 
lacks advanced features such as block 
move and mirror, it is a nice program to 
use, and has the advantage of 8- 
direction plot and excellent 
magnification options, 

No one has yet resolved the problems 
with drawing over dark areas, and as 
long as it is necessary to draw in light 
colours and change them later, these 
are not a good choice for beginners. 


Amstrad Artist If someone wants to give you this one — 

from CRL refuse! 


i All the above programs were tested at the time of release, and 
it is possible that subsequent versions have been improved. 
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CYCALTD. 

287 CALEDONIAN ROAD, LONDON NlE 1EG 


TELEPHONED-700 4004 

AMSTRAD 

Amstrad PC Compatibles.................p.o.A. + VAT 

CPC 464 Green.....£173 +VAT 

CPC 464 Colour..... £260 WAT 

CPC 6128 Green.,....,..£260 WAT 

CPC 6128 Colour... £345 WAT 

DMP2Q0G Printer. £139 WAT 

DMP3000 . £169 WAT 

PCW 8256. £399 WAT 

PCW 0512. £499 WAT 

Amstrad V21/23 Modem. £70 WAT 

CF2 Floppy Disc . £2.50 + VAT 

CF 2 DO Floppy Disc .. £4.50 WAT 

Printer Ribbon DMP 2000.£4,00 WAT 

Printer Ribbon 8256/8512. £4.50 WAT 

JY2 JoysliCk .....£11 00 WAT 

R5 232 Serial Interface.....£43,00 +VAT 

R$ 232 With Software....£49,00 WAT 

CPS 8256 RS 232 (use with PCW 8256).£ 59.00 WAT 

Amstrad FD 2....£139 WAT 

Amstrad DDL 1/464 ...... £139 WAT 

MP1 ModulatOr/464.......£17.00 WAT 

Sony 3.5" S/S DD......£1,90 + VAT 

Sony 3.5" D/S DD... £2.90 + VAT 

Sony 5.25 MDl D.... £ 1.20 + VAT 

Sony 5,25 MD 2 D.......£1.70 + VAT 

Sony 5.25 MD2DD. £2.75 + VAT 

Sony 5 25 MD2HD. £3.00 + VAT 


TLX 297761 BT1EQG Relay to 01 700 4677 

CYCALTD 


287Caledonian Road, London NTE1 EG 


MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 
01-7004004 




How to get 
your Amstrad 
to talk to 
a BBC Micro 

(or a Spectrum or a Commodore 
or an A tari or an IBM or 
ANY other computer). 

Language problems become a 
thing of the past when you join 
MicroLink. Now you can use your 
Amstrad (plus your telephone) to 
send messages to any other 
computer user, with no 
restriction on make of machine - 


_ fl • i_ electron mail and 

mjtfOlJDK much, mucfi more; 


or even on 
distance. 

Details from 0625 878888 




We've brought together the very best non-games programs 
culled from past issues Of Amstrad Computer User. 

These clever programs cover animation, business, music, 
games hacks, and much more. Whatever your interest, 
there's something here for you - and at a very special price. 

in some esses you will need to refer to the issue of ACU in 
which the programs appeared, in the list below these are 
shown by * followed by the month. You can send for the 
eight issues at the special price of £6.60 by using the order 
form. 

Elite Disc Hack - add millions of credits or Elite status 
to your commander. 

Justin's Scroll - discover how the experts program a 
scrolling landscape. 

RSX Lister-list all RSXes including those which have 
been soft loaded. 

Printer Spooler - carry on using the computer while 
the printer is working. 

Epson Dump - produce hard copies of the screen 
display o n the DMP2000/3000, 

Organ - turn your micro into an impressive musical 
keyboa rd. 

2X Loader - load Spectru m binary files into you r CPC. 
★ July 1986 . 

Homespread - prepare your budget with this simple 
but flexible spreadsheet, ★ May 1986. 

Amgraph - produce bar graphs, pie charts from a 
table of numbers. * November 1985. 

Diary - bring some order to your busy lifestyle (disc 
only). A May 1985. 


Mode 3 - Mode 0 with four colours in only 8k r with 
accompanying demos. ★ January 1986. 

Animator - become the new Walt Disney. Built-in 
'tweening' facility. * April 1986- 

Trace - re-direct the trace output to a window or 
printer. * December 1986. 

Sorcery Plus Hack - modify the sprites and increase 
your survival chances. ★ January 1986. 

Chord Finder- learn the difference between a suspen¬ 
ded and flattened chord. * September 1985. 

Jet Set Willy Hack - infinite lives and a magic teleport 
facility, * September 1985. 

Double height Print - expand your horizons with 
these tall characters. * September 1985. 
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A LONG, long trrtffl "5g£i, in an 
amusement arcade far, far away, 
Atari launched an arcade machine. It 
is still the greatest film-tie in to be 
found in any arcade. 

From Soho down to Brighton it 
still gets played, a real tribute to an 
ancient coin-op in these days of 
machine fashions and super 
hydraulics. 

Several programmers have 
bought machines for their homes. 
Jeff "Llama man" Minter and Jez 
"Starglider" San, among them, So 
to produce a home computer ver¬ 
sion of the arcade classic is a 
daunting task. 

Several companies tried to get the 
rights (better informed sources say 
that Activision fought very hard hut 
lostt. After being impressed by the 
award-winning Trivial Pursuit con¬ 
version, Atari approached Do mark. 

It was not the first attempt to con¬ 
vert Star Wars, the rights were sold 
to Parker in 1983. They wrote Spec¬ 
trum and €64 versions (the Amstrad 
was still a twinkle in Alan Sugar's 


bank balance) but never released 
them. The public was lucky. 

So Do mark had the rights and 
took the project to Vektor Grafix in 
Leeds. They produced the eight bit 
versions with the emphasis on being 
faithful to the arcade machine. 

The game is split into three parts, 
Space battle, planet surface and 
trench. 

In space you take on the feder¬ 
ation's Tie fighters from your X- 
wing. They shoot fireballs at you 
which you can either blast or dodge. 
The Tie fighters can be shot and 
explode spectacularly. 

There is one indestructible enemy, 
Dath Vader's own craft, A hit causes 
it to spin and will stop the black 
baddie from shooting at you. 
Rumour has it that Oath Vader's ship 
can be destroyed with a number of 
hits. This is probably not true, 

If your X-wing gets hit by a fireball 
you lose a shield. You start with 
eight of these, effectively giving you 
a cat-like limit of nine lives. 

Control is limited. The joystick 
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moves a floating crosshair which 
aims the gun. You appear to have 
control over the movements of the 
ship, but this is an illusion. On 
completion of the level you fly into 
the Deathstar. 

If the game is played at the easiest 
level - selected at the beginning of 
the game - ^o^fly straight to the 
is for wimps, 
ice is covered 
jpped by a 
whitVIjp^bp^^Jpblast all the 

locks for sjperuT “ 

Gun emplacements fire fireballs - 
in the Amstrad version these 
emplacements are invisible, a 
necessary programming sacrifice. 
The fireballs are real enough. Once 
again they will deplete your shield 
count - as will a collision with a 
tower. 

No time to leap out and exchange 
insurance details, there are more 
towers to be shot and a time limit in 
which to do it. 

The best tactic here seems to be to 
fly in one direction, blast all the 
tower tops and then fly in another 
direction. 

Even if you fail to shoot all the 


towers you get moved on to the next 
stage. 

As you fly into the Deathstar your 
task is to plant a shot at the exhaust 
port, just as Luke Sky walker did in 
the film. 

The trench you have to fly down is 
well protected. There are fireball 
launching emplacements - much 
like those on the second level, and 
catwalks which cannot be shot. 
Dodge 'em if you want to keep your 
shields, (n fact it is better not to 
shoot at all. 

By avoiding fireballs and not 
touching the trigger you can win a 
large bonus. This is know as "Using 
the Force". When the words - 
"Shoot exhaust port 1 " appear you 
may unleash a bolt of fire. 

Mission accomplished, the 
Deathstar explodes and you are 
awarded bonus points for any 
shields left and three extra shields. 
Then it is back to section 1 for 
another, tougher battle. 
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Author DomarkA/ektor Graft* 
Price: £8.95 tape £ 12.95 disc 





























REVIEW 


Authors: Oliver Twins/Code /Wasters 
Price: £4.99 (tape only) 


SIMULATOR 


BRUCE Everiss, the wandering 
minstrel of the computer industry, is 
very proud of his new project for 
Code Masters. It is called Code Mas¬ 
ters Plus and costs £4.99. 

Bruce has been heard to comment 
that this is because the customer 
wants to pay more; it also leaves a 
bus sized hole in his argument that 
Code Masters' £1.99 games are just 
as good as everyone else's £9.99 
games. 

Unless you accept the unlikely 
theory that this new range is better 
than other people’s £9.99 games. 

If Jet Bike Simulator is not better 
than other games - some of Code 
Masters' excellent budget offerings 
included - what does it offer? There 
is a poster and badge \shades of 
World Cup Carnival perhaps?) and a 
second tape. 

I don't understand why you need 
two tapes. Some compilations get 
six whole games on one tape, and 
the Code Masters program would 
easily fit on to one long tape. 1 
suppose it is to make you feel that 
you are getting better value for 
money. 

The second tape contains extra 
circuits, a bit like US Gold's Deeper 
Dungeons for Gauntlet, The Oliver 
twins think it would be unethical to 
sell more tracks at a later date, and 
they dismiss the possibility of their 
launching a track-designing pro- 
i gram. 

If you have seen BMX Simulator 
or Grand Prix Simulator you will 
know the kind of game. The simu¬ 
lator name is a misnomer, instead of 
actually putting you in the driving 


seat an overhead view shows the 
aquatic combatants pitted in a race 
around various marinas. 

The Jet Bikes look more like smalt 
boats, pointy at the front, flat at the 
back with a very effective 'wake. 
They are pretty, but far loo small. 

A better approach is that of Street 
Machine which used a bigger sorita 
la car in its case) and scrolled the 
screen. 

Jet Bike Simulator epitomises the 
strength of budget games. Often the 
simplest things are best. jBS is not 
very complicated hut it is very 
playable. 

Control of the jet bike is much 
more precise than that of the cars or 
bikes in BMX or Grand Prix. Things 
like jumps and sand banks mean 
you have to choose between a faster 
route around them dr a slower but 
more direct route over them. 

It is two and a half limes better 
than other games of its k, and so 
justifies the higher price. 

The Oliver twins' trademark of 
digitised speech is as effective as 
ever, and there are plenty of nifty 
touches - things like a replay mode 
and lap times. I hope they bring out 
a disc version. 

Collision detection is good, you 
can only bump against human- 
, controlled boats, making overtaking 
easier. 

The thrust and rotate controls 
make the game exciting, experi¬ 
enced players learn when to ease up 
on the power. 

Practice makes perfect. And it is a 
game which you will want to prac¬ 
tice a good deal. 


)1 out a fiver, , tracks 

“**3sr» 
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SUPER sprint started it, 
the competitive multi¬ 
player game, It is a 
shame That the Activision licenced 
version was so poor. The Oliver 
twins claim that this uses none of 
the routines from Grand Prix Simu¬ 
lator. I doubt that this is 100 per cent 
true, but many things do seem to 
have been improved. 

For a month's programming it is 
impressive and a tribute to the 
Maxam assembler the twins use. 




JET Bike Simulator wil' 
be in the charts next 
month. You can be sure 
of it. I just hope that Code Masters 
are sensible enough to realise that a 
game has to be better to justify the 
higher price, not just split on to two 
tapes, 


JKb is fun when you clay by 
yourself, but really comes into its 
own when you play friends. 
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NOW FT BUSINESS 
REPORTS GO ON LINE 


THE Financial Times Business 
Reports database is now part 
of Profile Information - the 
online service formerly known 
as Datasolve International - 
which is obtainable through 
MicroLink. it is the first venture 
between Profile and its new 


/f's the 
Tory tine 

TORY politicians and party 
workers all over the country 
are being urged to join 
MicroLink. 

The Conservative Com¬ 
puter Forum, an organis¬ 
ation formed 10 years ago 
to promote computing 
among party members, is 
behind the campaign. 

Committee member 
Warwick Childs said ; "Per¬ 
haps the greatest potential 
a computer can offer - elec¬ 
tronic communications - 
has up to now been sadly 
neglected in the Conserva¬ 
tive Party In this respect we 
are well behind the other 
main political parties. 

"At present we have 
something approaching 
200 CCF members - think 
what an advantage it would 
be if they were able to 
provide a nation-wide elec¬ 
tronic mail network for the 
benefit of their con¬ 
stituencies. 

"These people are our 
prime targets for linking 
together electronically. 
Eventually we hope to see 
all constituencies, MPs, 
party officials and offices on 
the MicroLink system". 


owner, The Financial Times, 
which recently acquired the 
company from Datasolve for 
£10 million. 

Based on the highly- 
regarded FT newsletter 
service, the new database 
provides the full text of 22 
regular newsletters covering 
technology, business, finance, 
media and energy. 

Profile is best known to 
MicroLink subscribers for its 
World Reporter database 
containing the complete text 
of more than 25 worldwide 
newspapers, periodicals and 
news services. 

As well as the world's lead¬ 
ing business newspapers - 


IT's now quicker and easier to 
use the massive MicroLink lib¬ 
rary of free computer software. 

With the number of titles 
available for downloading fast 
approaching the 600 mark, 
subscribers were in danger of 
experiencing difficulty locating 
specific programs As a result 


the financial Times and the 
Wall Street Journal - Profile 
also offers publications such 
as the Washington Post, the 
Guardian and the Daily and 
Sunday Telegraph. 

Several major international 
news services such as Associ¬ 
ated Press and Asahi are 
included, along with a wide 
range of authoritative sources 
on international politics, busi¬ 
ness, markets and finance. 

Profile also offers access to 
McCarthy Online, which con¬ 
tains full text articles selected 
for their relevance to busi¬ 
ness and commerce from 
more than 60 of the world s 
top business publications. 


MicroLink has completely 
redesigned the telesoftware 
database to speed up the 
process of selection. 

Users can now choose from 
a menu a complete database 
of program titles suitable for 
their own particular make of 
computer. 


The social 
side wins 



MICROLINK subscriber Nigel 
Inwood temporarily aban¬ 
doned a career in accoun¬ 
tancy and law to help his 
parents open a business. 
Fourteen years later he very 
much doubts he'll ever return 
to the office. 

The business his family took 
over was Judges Bakery, in the 
High Street of Hastings old 
town near the harbour. 

With the addition of a res¬ 
taurant, it became the only 
bakery to be listed in tourist 
guides such as Egon Ronay 
and the Good Food Directory. 

'Tm on MicroLink for pleas¬ 
ure, because computing is my 
hobby", said Nigel Inwood. 
'Despite its international fame 
this is still a one-shop business 
- my Email communications 
are more likely to be social 
than official. 

"I chose MicroLink because 
it offered more interesting and 
entertaining features than the 
other systems available". 


Software speed-up 


Third World connection 


A LEADING independent authority on condi¬ 
tions in Third World countries has joined 
MicroLink to improve its international 
communications. 

The Overseas Development Institute was 
formed nearly 30 years ago to study and 
monitor economic and agricultural develop¬ 
ment abroad. 

At any one time it has as many as 20 
research projects underway in different parts 
of the world. As well as publishing vital infor¬ 


mation about conditions in various countries, 
the ODI also tries to influence the decisions of 
policy makers around the world. 

'T/Ve have an ongoing need to communicate 
with researchers and other institutions 
worldwide", said ODI spokesman Peter Gee, 

"As part of a project to improve communi¬ 
cations we are looking at electronic mess¬ 
aging, and MicroLink is as good a base as any 
to start with its excellent Email and telex facil¬ 
ities". 


YOUR chance to join MicroLink — Page 26 
















TASWORD 6128 


WE WORD PROCESSOR FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC 6128 





Tas-diary 

THE ELECTRONIC DIARY 


TAS-DIARY for the Amstrad CPC 6128, 664 and 
464 with disc drive disc £12.90 


Keep an electronic day-to-day diary on disc! 
TAS-DIARY features a dock, calendar and a 
separate screen display for every day of the 
year. Each year stored on disc includes a memo 
pad and several note pages. TAS-DIARY Is an 
Invaluable aid to keeping records: reminders, 
and any other data which is related to that 
most valuable commodity of ours - time! 


TASWORD 6128 

THE WORD PROCESSOR 


TASWORD 6128 hr the Amstrad CPC 6128 
disc £24.95 


Brilliant value for money. 

AMSTRAD ACTION December 1985. 
A powerful and easy to use word processor and a 
superb da fa merge program. 

AMTIX December 1985. 

TASWORD 6128 is the word processor especially 
developed to utilise the extra memory in the CPC 
6128. 

The program uses ALL the additional 64 K of memory 
in the CPC 6128 as text space. This means that text 


TASWORD464-D 

THE WORD PROCESSOR -WITH MAIL MERGE! 


TASWORD 464-D disc £24.95 


This is the new TASWORD especially developed to 
utilise the capabilities of the CPC464 and 664disc 
drives. The additional facilities include a fargertext Hie 
she andautomabc on-screen disc directories 
during save and load operations. A major new 
feature is the mail merge facility. This gives multiple 
prints of your standard letters, forms, etc. with each 
copy containing, for example, a name and address 
automabeally taken from a disc file containing the 
data. This data can be entered using TASWORD 
464-D, or created using the Masterfile Program 
Extension package. A powerful and useful 
conditional printing facility is included -pacts of a 
documentcan be printed according to user-specified 
criteria. TASWORD464-D will only run on, and is 
only supplied on, disc. 


Tas- 

THE SPELLING CHECKER 


TASPRINT 464 

THE STYLE WRITER 


TASPRINT464 cassette £9.90 disc £12.96 


A must fordot-matrix print owners! Print your 
program output and listings in a choice offive 
impressive pcin t styles. TASPRINT464 utilises the 
graphics capabilities of dot-matrix printers to form, 
with a double pass of the printhead, output in a range 
o f five fonts varying from the futuristic DATA-R UN 
to the hand-writing style of PALACE SCRIPT. 
TASPRINT464 drives the dot-matrix printers listed 
below and can be used to print AMSWORD/ 
TASWORD464 textfiles. TASPRINT464gives your 
output originality and style. Completely compatible 
with the 664and 6128. 




TASWORD 464 

THE WORD PROCESSOR 




TASWORD464cassette £19.95 


files can be around ten thousand words long. 
TASWORD 6128 includes a built-in data merge 
program. Mail merge, in which a letter is printed any 
number of times, each individually addressed to a 
differen t person, is just one of the applications of this 

jffyc " 


po werfui facility. 

The notepads are a unique fea turn of TASWORD 
6128. Four separate notepads are available. Typing 
reminders and storing letter headings are just two 
possible applications for the notepads. 

Up to one thousand characters can be stored in ten 
vserdefinable keys allowing commonly used words, 
sentences, or even paragraphs to be typed with a 
single keypress. 

TASWORD 6128 Pas comprehensive customisation 
fea turns. These allow many of the program facilities 
to be changed to personal requirements. A 
customised program can be saved a nd indudes the 
notepads and user definable keys, 

TASWORD 6128 is fully compa title with TAS-SPEL L 
and TASPRINT. It will also read in data from 
Masterfile 6128. It can even be used toenterandedit 
your own Bask programs. 

Withal! standard and many extra word processing 
facilities TASWORD 6128 is the most powerful of the 
TASWORDS, for trie Amstrad CPC computers. 


TAS-SPELL disc £16.50 
for the Amstrad CPC464and664 running 
TASWORD 464-D and for the CPC 6128 running 
TASWORD 6128 


Spelling mistakes and typing errors spoil any 
document whether it Is a private letter or your latest 
novel. With TAS-SPELLyou are free to be creative in 
die con fident knowledge that your spelling won 'tie t 
you down. 

TAS-SPELL checks the spelling of TASWORD464-D 
and TASWORD 6128 text files. TAS-SPELL has a 
dictionary of well overtwenty thousand words which 
it compares with the words in your text. If a word is 



ignore ti\ 

even add it to the TAS-SPELL dictionary. 

Please note that TAS-SPELL will only work with 
TASWORD464-D and TASWORD 6128. 


or 


"There is no better justification for buying a 

464 than this program" 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKLY, 
NOVEMBER 1984 

Your464 becomes a pro fesstonal standard word 

processor with TASWORD464. Supplied complete 
with a comprehensive manual and a cassette which 
contains both the program and TASWORD 464 
TUTOR. This teaches you word processing using 
TASWORD 464. Whether you have serious 
applications or simply want to learn about word 
processing, TASWORD464and the TUTOR make 
easy and enjoyable. 




it 


TASCOPY464 

THE SCREEN COPIER 


TASCOPY464 cassette £9.90 disc £12.90 


TASWORD 

Upgrades 


TASWORD 464and Amswotd owners: send your 
original cassette or disc (not the packaging) as proof 
of purchase and £13.90. Your oripnai will be 
returned together with TASWORD464-D or 
TASWORD 6128 on disc. 


A suite of fast machine code screen copy software for\ I 
the CPC464,664 and 6128. print high-resolution 
screen copies in black and white and also large 
'shaded' copies with different dot densities for the 


va nous screen colours. TASCOPY464also produce! £ 
'postersize ' screen copies printed onto fwo or four 1 

sheets which can be cot a nd joined to make the 
poster. 


TASPRINT 464 and TASCOPY464 drive the 
following dot-matrix printers: 
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MS WORD PC The Word Processor £29,95 

MSWOffD PC Demonstration Disc £2,00 

TASPRtN T PC with twenty five fonts *md a font designer £29,95 


PCW 


TasWORD 8000 The Word Process* £24-95 

TAS-SPEU. 8000 The Spelling Checker £16.50 

TASPRINT8000 The Style Writer (with 8 fonts) £14.90 


Aflprices indude VAT 

and post and packaging 


Available from good stockists and direct from: 

TASMAN SOFTWARE t TO, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS LS29LN. TEL LEEDS (0532) 438301 

- fi^t do not vi-dflf to cut out tht .s magazine. amply write out your order and post to. TASMAN SOFTWARE, DEPT ACU, SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, HYDE TERRACE. LEEDS LS2 91N 

■ ! enclose J cfteque/RQ made payable fo TASMAN SOFTWARE L td OR charge my ACCESS/VlSA number. 

ITEM PRICE 

NAME _ ___ £ _ 


Produce and print your own signs, posters, 
banners and large notices to get your message 
across with maximum impact. 

• Four distinctive lettering styles • Characters at any height 
from one inch to the full width of the paper • italic printing 

• Underlining • Constant or proportional letter spacing 

• Automatic kerning • Line centering • Eight shading 
patterns * Print either across the paper in the usual 
direction, or along the length of the paper to 
produce large eye-catching banners and notices 

• Print a border around the sign r in one of the 
optional shading patterns if required 

• A range of options to select 
print quality 


I ‘assign drives nearly all dot-matrix printers including those made. by. 

Admate Canon Mannesman/? Taiiy Stab wa 

Amstrad Citizen NEC Srttrtfl Corona 

Astecft Djfpcb Soitf 

Brother Epson Panasonic Star 

C itoh _JfjgJ-TjjfJ/i Setkmhj 


The ilfustra tions on this 
page are reduced from 
fuit-size TAS-SIGN 
output. 
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AMSTRAD COMPUTER REPAIRS 

Fixed Price Repairs 

From £10 irtClusiYe of VAT. PSP. ond 3 maoltl 'NO QUIBBLE' guanantei?. 
Ssna 1 your computer f o: 
me Computer Factory (Dept. ACUKl 
Analyfic Engineering LjmiteP. Unit 10a Grainger Road Indifitrial Estate, 
Southend-oo-Sea SS2 5E>P 

we will then give a no obligation fixed price quotation, if you woet to 
proceed, fine, If not. we will return the machine by the next post at pur 

expense. 

ff you prefer to tofepoone In the first Instance for on informal chat: 
TELEPHONE (0702) 610455 
Also available, massive software selection. 

TELEPHONE (0702) 615455 Tor FREE LIST 
Mott computers are covered by our comprehensive deaf. These 
include: SINCLAIR - COMMODORE - BBC etc 
TELEPHONE (0702) 615455 tor details 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Refurbished Amstrad CPC664 keyboard, including fitting. P&P vat and 
3 MONTHS GUARANTEE. £».?S 


^7 



PRE-SCHOOL, PRIMARY, JUNIOR 

Education 

By a Teacher, Tested by Pupils 
Approved by Parents and Schools 


For All AMSTRAD Computers. CPC/PCW and PC1512 
Cassette £8.00 Disc £12,80 

SAE For Lists i 'Please indicate model No and ag& of children) 

ARC (ACU3), 51 Coniston Crescent, Humberstone, 
South Humberside DN36 4BA. (0472) 312226 


From NEMESIS (The Original Meddlers) 
BONZO SUPER MEDDLER {FOR AMY CPC) 
THE dedicated TAPE TO DISC utility 

NOW including the devastating 

BONZO’S HACK PACK 

BONZO hits SOOI 

BONZO SUPER MEDDLER Is GUARANTEED TO TRANSFER MORE GAMES 
THAN ANY OTHER PROGRAM ; THE FIRST PERSON TO £JUOflE 

SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM WILL RECEIVE TREBLE THEIR MONEY BACK,. 
Sounds rsmaiaf7 BONZO always coutd Iransrer moral 
THE BIG QUESTION 

Ws QiY* detail's of how lo transler OVER &DQ top games. 

Why cannot Ouf only oomptfUlor reach BYSn half lhal total? 

BONZO SUPEh'mEDDLER is the SUPREME utility, and ALSO ii^udes the answer s n 

th& hitherto ' i^nrrnr AAj^C'I 

ZQUIQ SUF .... 

james. ALL ?ransfe*s " 5 land alflrt#' 


.. impassible" SPEEQL0CKSI , . 

BONZO SUPERMEDDLER -does l^OT u&fl a mass we "host program ta run ifansrarred 


MORE, COSTS LESS .nd Si™ R^L 
*upport to the user. _ .. . . . . 

VJb A allow yog C2.00 tor «vr Old D.P. d ISC in part ^whangel 

B5H lapas upgr*d941o BSM+HACKPACK DISC .. .£3.00 (seed inlay) 

BSM i HACKP ACK DISC £11.50. Only 

’ZzzzzzzEz zzzzzzzzznzzzzEnzznzknznznzzzzgEEZzzzzzzzzzzz zzz. 

BONZO’S DOO - DAH 

TH-Jf Ji rhe be.s> Tv* wn frl i tong wWT* ■ - ■ - I rtcomunfrd IT - Am^lrid Action, June 19&F 

Faaww BIG BONZO FORMAT 

A REALLY USABLE 233K par SIDE FORMAT, wilh all 1h* support fas lo majimuf rt's use_ 
PLUS- AIMhs d'SC housaxiBBping faalures trial you could possibly wad, inducing doning , 
Oircdcrv S Seder (dif. Disc search. Formating, Read ieetors. Fitecopy eic L 
FUNCVONS ar* efleclive cn normal, enhanced, and the vas; ma|Ority cl Tunny torfflala . 
JUANY UNIQUE FEATURES Supplied on DISC £11.50 

Tzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzmzzzzz kzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzmzzzzzzzzzm 
BONZO BLITZ - NEW SPEEDLQCK"* to DISC !l 


JACKSON COMPUTERS LIMITED 

JOIN OUR DISCOUNT CLUB! 

Life membership for £8.50 
SoUwareiHardwafe DisfiOytilS o-f 5'20% 0 ^ RHP 
All AWISTHAD and other leading makes at software available 
Complete computer system, Printers, modems, cables 
Amstrad CPC464 witti colour monitor ^■■■■■■■■irirWBh M H £287»-&0 

Amstrad CPC6128 wilt! colour monitor.. £389-90 

PCW825M1!.....■■■■■:•■.£327,75'£437.00 

The New Amstrad PCW 8512 Now available... ™ 

New Amstrad PC 1640 ECD Now available..Ring ^details 

Spectrum s 3 inc. Free Membership ........£199,95 

All prices include VAT, Postage t Packing 
Also free Lite Membership when you purchase any AMSTRAD computer 
Visitors by arrangement cr y 
TEL: 01-GS1 6244. Between Sam-SfWn 01-653 1610 
Send for lull Prica Usl S membership lorm to: 

25 Soring Lane, Woodside, South Norwood, 

London SE25 4SP _ 


A nTSTutililv lor 5PEEDLQCK5 r SlrtiglKl to DISC inpm TAPE- 

NO RE NAMING. SCREEN INCLUDED. ABSOLUTELY NO "JUGGLING/ 

WHAT CAN IT 00? _ . -flJI M u nn , Kn E1 * 

Thara'? nol manv thal it eanl dc ! BLITZ ■worHs £>n a &1andar(S 4G A AS ^ftll as 1>a |l Zf * 
expandfrd marines. All eyr claims at* bawd on^utw^ ra gortfi A M!^l?]te n !S!v~™ u r: 

CIRCUIT^IMPRESS RaVdEF XEVIOUS, TOURNAMENT LEADERBOARD, SCRABBLE, 
WORLD SERIES BASEBALL ^, fiR ^ _ |y5 , tin . M __ 


, , du,™ FU u |i,STP.UCliana Wb 5 :.« fuu "h^ Iupp(rt md I '«UI* NEWELETTIH 
Ows™ pl«“® add Ci GO 10 MiJi. OBDEn.3 w rt choduHWiui. t>r P«i 

NEMESIS (ACU} 

Tel: (09331 623967 

10 Carlow Road, Ringstead, Kettering, Northants NNT4 4DW. 


ASTROLOGY 
for beginners 

Teach y^ufsetf astrology using your Amstrad 
A Starter Pack comprising a simple program to calculate a horoscope, an 
introductory booklet and 2 self-teaching programs {how to interpret the horoscope) 

El 1.50 cassette £13.50 disc (£13.50 for 1512} 

Ho previous knowledge required 

Also many other programs for more experienced astrologers_ 

Please send foe Astroogy Starter Pack tor my Amstrad 

464f5&W6126/02567151 2 I enclose a chequefPG, UK. tor £11 -M.'EI 5 .50 jC 13.50 

(Inc pSp). Outside UK add 50p; or, I enctose a large sae for free catalogue. 

Name —--- 


Address 


ASTR0CALC (DeptA) 67 Peescrnfl Hoad 
Hamel He instead. Herts HP3 BER TaL 0442 54609 
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DAN DARE II 


YOU'LL remember that in Dart Dare 
you destroyed the evil Melton's 
hoflowed-out asteroid, the one he 
intended to crash into the Earth {or 
was it that the Earth was about to 
crash into it, I'm sure it was nothing 
to do with a Star-Goaf). 

The emerald enemy has retreated 
to a BB8 I Bigger Better Battleship), 
where, stealing a plot from Dr Who's 
Genesis of the Daleks, he has con¬ 
ducted the kind of genetic tampering 
unknown to anyone as human as 
Grant Coren. 

The result is the Gupertreen. If 
they get out, to be launched on the 
small blue-green planet we know as 
Earth, it will be bye-bye civilisation, 

Your mission ts to fly around the 
Mekon's mobile mansion and de¬ 
stroy the fledgling Supertreens 
while they are still developing inside 
the see-through plexiglass capsules 


- a womb with a view. 

The capsules are located on four 
levels, as show on the map on the 
following page. Oh, by the way we 
should thank Alexander Martin, 
ex-ACU staffer and now at Virgin, for 
the original map from which Justin 
and John put together the detailed 
map you see here. 

You float around on a Strange- 
loopesque scooter and have to 
shoot at the capsules. When you kill 
the first Supertreen a counter starts, 
It varies in speed from eve; to level 
(time is an illusion, lunchtime 
doubly sol, in a way which would 
flumox Einstein. 

You need to kill all the other Sup- 
ertreens on the level and make your 
way to the explosion-proof exit 
before the level self-destructs. On 
the fourth level you leave ;n an 
escape pod. 


you are in an evil mood you can 
rescue the Superireens by playmg 
the Mekon. He has been alerted by 
Dan's arrival, and taking on his ro : -e 
you fly in a simitar manner to Dan, 
shooting the canisters to release 
your precious aides. 

The ship's self-destruct is on, so 
you'll have to move quickly. It is 
harder to play as the Mekon. so this 
is best left for a late? challenge. 


There are force fields to destroy 
and s few goodies to pick op. The 
best of these tops up your energy. 
As in Dan Dare I, you can pxk up a 
treen disguise kit. This stops the 
treens from shooting at you. It does 
not disappear if wu die, 

YouBgAA Jfc^acn with a lim- 
amount of \ -.ii'ii.! ,:i - extr* 
scored. 

YdwMWflMps place at 
the smWRtm pleach level - 
which is a pain if you have fought 
your way near to the end of the 
level. 

The game has a special twist. If 


Author. Gang of Five/Virgin 
Games 

Price: £795 (tape} £14.95 (discj 


WIWO’' 0 ^?. . PW o' 1 
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r umely reflects the Dan 

Jw* who charm. The Mekon on his 

naS Slways P f0d ^ced good 

Sarl a S StJm ' of th “ Super- 
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cufl t0 9 e * P^ces. The first level 

Z em * ^ bY comparison it 
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MASTERFILE III 


FOR THE AMSTRAD CPC 6128 (ALSO CPC 464/664 WITH DK TRONICS 64K RAM) 


FIRMLY ESTABLISHED ... 

MASTERFILE III is now firmly established as 
THE filing system for the CPC6128. It has received 
rapturous reviews and we could paper the walls of 
our new offices with our customers* letters of 
appreciation. 

For the benefit of newcomers to the CPC machines: 
MASTERFILE III is a powerful and flexible data 
filing and retrieval system. All “database” systems 
require that your data is organised into fields and 
records. Unlike most, MASTERFILE does not 
commit you to field lengths or formats, since ALL 
data is variable-length and optional. Files are not 
pre-formatted, and only used bytes are saved to 
disc. Also, unlike the rest, MASTERFILE allows 
multiple user-defined ways of viewing/printing 
your data. And unique in its price range, MASTER- 
FILE offers RELATIONAL FILE options, where 
by common data can be entered just once and 
shared by many records. Maximum field size is 
240, maximum fields per record is over 50, and 
maximum file size is 64K. Room for 1,000 full 
names and addresses, for example. Only one disc 
drive is required, It is menu-driven throughout, and 
comes with detailed illustrated manual, and exam¬ 
ple files. 

SO VERY VERSATILE ... 

Just about ANY kind of information can be 
handled by MASTERFILE. You can EXPORT the 
data to other systems (e.g. PROTEXT/MERGE and 
TASWORD). You can even merge your own USER 
BASIC to MASTERFILE for customised file 
processing, or build new files from other computer 
sources. The speed of SEARCH of MASTERFILE 
is second to n one. Records can be sorted ascending/ 
descending, character or signed numeric, even 
embedded keys such as surnames. Other functions 
are field-to-field calculations, and several across 
label printing. We simply don’t have room to list all 
the features; give us a call if you are still in doubt 
of the power of MASTERFILE III. 



ALL THIS POWER... 

This is no toy thrown together in BASIC and half- 
tested, but real machine-coded computing power 
professionally constructed. We have had IBM and 
Apricot users beg us for a MASTERFILE for their 
machines — when they had seen the earlier CPC 
MASTERFILE. All this power is yours for ... 
£39.95. 

For those who already have an earlier MASTER- 
FILE, we offer updates; please telephone for 
details. You will be amazed at the performance 
improvements and extra functions. 

*** PCW users: be patient, MASTERFILE 8000 
will be ready early in 1987 


MASTERCALC 128 SPREADSHEET 

Wc also have one of the fastest and friendliest 
spread-sheet programs around, MASTERCALC 
128. Its special features include: individual tailor¬ 
ing of column widths and precision ; relocatable 
formulae; split-screen option; automatic cursor 
advance; text output to printer, or to disc for 
interface with PROTEXT or TASWORD; hi-res 
graphic histogram of any three rows, MASTER¬ 
CALC 128 runs on CPC6128, or CPC464/664 with 
DK'tronics RAM. The price is just £33.00 



SPECIAL OFFER 

You can save £10 by taking MASTERFILE III and 
MASTERCALC 128 for a combined price of just 
£62.95. 

Prices include VAT and P&P to anywhere in 
Europe. Elsewhere please add 20% for air-mail 
service, ACCESS / V IS A/M ASTE RC A RD welcome, 
written or telephoned, quoting card expiry date. 
Make cheques payable to "Campbell Systems”, 
Our normal response is return of post, 1st class. 

CAMPBELL SYSTEMS Dept. (ACU) 

7 Station Road, EPPING, Essex CM16 4 HA, 
England. Tel: (0378) 77762/3. 
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EXCLUSIVE 

READER 


compilations ^ 

ery best games listings f 


These two exciting compilations V fj 

bring together the very best games listings 
which have helped to make Amstrad Computer 
User the best-selling Amstrad magazine in the 
country. And we've kept the price down to thank you 
our readers, for all your encouragement and support. 


LU M e 


Roland Takes a 
I Running Jumpj 


Racer 

rssss«ssSssa ss 

Includes extra screen data. 

Racer , h - Grand Prix racing 

2 ; ,ortuous ,ea 

track, A nifty bit of programming. 


Life, Electric F defy ,G a a I 

Amthei ’°' Frant,c Fredd,e 

and Electric Fencing 



Space Mania 

Thrs machine-code megaprogram is worth the 
price of the compilation or> its own There's loads 

“*.ra“ neS0 " Ste 3 laddare and 

SpJatch 

welHlT th L s ° ne before? Balderdash, 
j n( . V e P T 1e ra t>bit get to the carrots, and 
on : forget to drop an acorn on the squirrels 
Great frun for al[ the family, 4 



ri»^«sr.a?as:^!r 

Frootee': PlumberdrI>id . c ™'ar (6128 oniy) and 


Tape (Each volume comes on two casettes)- j£7.95 

Only £2.95 with a new subscription or subscription renewal 

Disc„ ---- £9.95 

Only £3.95 with a new subscription or subscription renewal 


Alt games work on Amstfdd CPC 464 r CPC 
664 and CPC 6128 computers unless stated 
otherwise. Vot/ can hst end adapt aft the 
Basic fifes - an excellent to improve 
your programming skills- 


To order 
please use 
the form 
on page 
73 













































































Jts innovative features include: 

• A colour priority facility so you can draw 
behind or mask particular areas of 

the screen. 

• Eight random spray cans with three spray 
speeds for that professional finish. 

• Three levels of magnification with 
sophisticated editing facilities. 

• Cycle colours to produce simple 
animation effects. 


Normal Price: £24.95 

Offer Price: £18.95 


EXCLUSIVE 


READER 


The OCP Art Studio was voted Best Utility 

?I? ^ esr ‘ comes the Advanced OOP 
Art Studio with all the power and flexibility 
of its predecessor, and much more! 




Product 


Format 


Offer Including 
subscription 


You can a/so: 

Design in Mode 0 {as well as Mod^ i n ■ .*. 

display cursor x-y coordinates at all timW ci' paint 'J v,th multicoloured patterns, 
flip, or rotate them), use keybofrd jc^tlk orZuse^nd 0 ^ ,0f Squash - stre " 
rectangles, circles, filled circles ellioses and fiUoH ir dnC ^ prodlJce Wangles, rays 
add text in any of nine points?™ W,th ease You <*" ali< 

variable spacing. ' ctions, in normal, bold or italic, and 


Suitable for 


YOU 

SAVE 


reader offer 


RRP 


YOU 


CPC Range * 


SAVE 


i—_ | ■■■w uijiw Disc 

* CPC 4(h. ana 664 requires DKTromcs 64k n,n> cartridge 


£24,95 


£18.95 


£31.95 


To order please use the form on Page 73 












































































Binders 


Your Amstrad Computer 
User is the ideal source of 
reference for every user of 
Amstrad computers. Keep 
your magazines tidy and in 
tip-top condition by using 
our top quality binder. 

The Amstrad Computer 
User binder holds 12 
issues. Each binder is 
black with the logo 
embossed in silver. 

Only £4.95. 


Bundle 1: January 1986 to June 1986. 

This contains a map of Th-e Devil's Crown, pokes for Sorcery 
Plus, how to use the CPC's fourth mode and a shaded dump 
for DMP 2000 printers. Software reviews include: Brainstorm, 
the ideas processor; GAC, the adventure system; Laser 
Basic, the games writing aid and Rainbird's Music System. 
Among the hardware reviewed in this bundle is dk'Tronic's 
ram add-on, various serial interfaces, joysticks and a Teletext 
adapter. Gamesters will value the maps of Herbert's Dummy 
Run, Batman and Get Dexter. Programmers will learn from a 
collection of articles, including advice on music and the 6845 
VDP, 

Bundle 2: July 1986 to December 1986. 

Articles include an exhaustive review of assemblers and art 
packages, the first full review of the PCI 512, plus reviews of 
joysticks, printers and the Electro-Music Research Midi 
interface. Those readers who often find themselves clutching 
a sweaty joystick will appreciate the articles on flight and 
fight games, the Equinox map and the hints on Spindizzy, 
Programmers can type in programs like ZX Loader, Battle of 
the Cars, Interceptor and Double Trouble. And if you want to 
know who does what then there are interviews with Palace, 
Activision, Mastertronic and the sadly demised Mikro Gen. A 
bundle of fun. 


Dustcovers 


| DMP2000/3000I 
Printer £3-95 


Keep yo^r equipment free from dust and 
grime with an Amstrad Professional 
Computing dust cover, made from clear 

pliable vinyl and bound by strong red cotton and sporting the logo 


CPC range 
Keyboard £3.91 
Monitor £5.95 


DMP 2000/3000 Printer Cover.... 

.£3.95 

CPC 464/664 keyboard cover.... 

.£3.95 

CPC 6128 keyboard cover...... 

.£3.95 

Green screen monitor cover.... 

.£5 95 

Colour screen mon 1 tor oqvqf- .+.*...*.+«*.>p* 

.£5,95 

PC 1512 keyboard and monitor set. 

..£9.90 

PCW 8256 keyboard, monitcrand printer set 

.£1 1.95 


Beck issues 


1 9B7 - January: Janlbrea*;. Slarglidsr, 
Model Universe reviewed, PC gameSj Amor 
interview, Frost Byte mapped, Crawler listing, 
Mu Iti coloured CPC, 

February: PC Programming, PCW Pretext, 
CPC Listings Top Gun and Gauntlet 
reviewed. The Secret of the Red Boxes plus 
all the regulars. 

March: Nemesis preview, -Music Machine - 
the ultimate Sound peripheral Maying tbs 
most of Protexl, Machine Code manipulation, 
Elite Disc hack, background prmt spooler and 
US Gold interview 

April: Computer Journey -wh&1 makes your 
Arnold tick, the Mon from Micropr qhh, 
Amstrad RS232 reviewed. Sentinel from 
Firebird, back-up reminder program, 

May: Am bug - Build it yourself robot, Empire 
review, Art Studio fiom Plaint-rd. Plumber- 
droid Lilting, Pten It, the house finance 
organiser 

June: Ranarama from Hswson r smooth 
screen scrolling. Head over heels mega map, 
Maxam lb Motor racing games, Citizen MSP 
printer, Machine code triangles. 

July: Mission Gsnoctde - exclusive preview. 
Computer Journey II, what makes your discs 
drive. Amstrad Vs Star wide printers. 


DK’Tronics battery backed up clock. Hawson 
interview. Parrotry art package. 

August: Starfnx preview, CPC through the 
crystal ball, how to program. Ultra mo n and 
Devp&c machine code reviews, machine code 
breakout and Cheetah midi keyboard. 
September: Living Daylights (the game of 
the filmh 6 look at Amster's Cage, tha HFF 
home finance for CP/M + . Looking at roms, 
how to de-bug programs, plus a look at CPC 
areas on bulletin boards. 

October: Solomon - ^ Kay - guide to the 
ghouls. Protext and Tas-Sign advice. Firebird 
- who's who and why Amor C review 
Precision's super fast printer and the Cage 
Prigs view from Micronet 
November: Amstrad LG3500 24 pin printer 
Full review. RqDos the disc drive's friend. 
Gryzor preview. Using master?- e. ACU 
survey report. 

December: Nigel Mansell's Grand Prix 
previewed, Place Software interviewed. Part 
one of Jeff Walker'5 Basic Tutor. Mode Con¬ 
version routine, windows from assembler. 
Reviews c;f Survivor., Catch 23 and the truly 
thought provoking Armageddon man. 

19B6 — January: Trantor - map arid play 
guide, Basic tutor on defined functions, 
typing Tutor listing. Cherry Paint review. 32 
line screen mode. 

February; Matchday M fu review. Kermir 
comms advice.. Driller, Saracen and Jack the 
Nipper II. Basic On ... Error WWII listing. 
Printer advice and adventure help. 
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Bargain bandies 


4 


£4.95 



Each bundle costs £4.95 each, a 
substantial saving over the usual price 
of hack numbers. 

The complete works of 
1986 for only £8.35! 


4 


£4.95 



sufyieef Jo 
avaNabtifty 
Ail prices include 
postage. packing £ 
VAT. 


JNftB BUdDl 

SIfT® MfjR 

_ 

fjrat 


ORDER FORM 


All Overset flams 
despatched by 
air mail 

Valid to 31.3.aa 


Subscriptions 


Renewals 


M £p 


£15 UK 

8000 

£2S Europe irtcl Eire 

8001 

£40 Overseas 

8002 

Conmeraa with - 

- fesue 

£15 UK 

seif 

£25 Euibpa Infil Elte 

8812 

£40 Oversea* 

8813 


ACU Specials ^^ses 


ACU Anthology Vol 1 Tape 
ACU Anthology Vol 1 Disc 
ACU Anthology Vol 2 Taps 
ACU Anthology Vol 2 Disc 
Utilities Urtlirnfled Tape 
Utilities Unlinhed Disc 


Wish sub" 
£295 
£ 3.35 
£2.96 
£3.95 
£ 2.35 
£3.95 


70) 

Withoul sub 
E7..95 
£9.95 
£7.95 
£9.95 
£7.95 
£9.95 


B15&8 181 

815&51E3 

815&B1G4 

St3&$1$5 

813&BIG6 


*OfWy svaMvti if accofmapied by su&sc/^tton order °* renewal 

Pack of 9 MvizNr ££.££] a 187 

+ Add £3 lor Europe & E'j-a’EI 1 tor Overseas 


Kidsplay Backpack 


Cassette only 



£9.99 8109 \ ] 


Rainbird Advanced Art Studio 

{seepage 71) 


CPC 464, 6646 tSflDlse 
□K-Tramps 64k Ram 
Disc + Ram 


With sub" Without tub 

£15.95 £18.95 814&BJ41 

£29.95 £31.95 8MZB143 

£46.90 £50.90 S144JBM5 


4 Onty avaBabta if acoonpamed by subtcriplfan ontef or renewal 
Ado E2 tor Europe & Eira/fi* tor Overseas 

Bargain bundles 

Bundle 1 - * January flfr- J une&G £4,95 $ ISO 

Bund \* 2-* July BS-Deowrb« BG £4.95 8154 

Bund 1*3-" Jan uaiyS^DanmberBB £6.35 SI 55 

# Bundles 1 or 2 UK £4.96. Europe * Eire £6.95, Overseas £13.36 
M Bundle 3 UK £6-36, Europe & Eire £12.35, Overseas £26.35 


Back numbers 

UK £1.50, £2.00 Europe fi Elire h £3.50 Overseas 

1907 

January’ 8028 
Febnia-y 8027 
March 8028 
Apr! 8029 
May 8030 

June $031 



July 

8032 



August 

9033 



September 8034 



October 

8035 



November 

8038 



Ejece/tiber 

8037 



13*8 

January 

February 


803B 

8039 


B 


Dust covers 


CPC 464/664 keyboard 

CPC 0120 keyboard 

CPC range green screen 

CPC range colour monitor 

DMP 2000:3000 Ptinl et 

PCW *256 keyboard, monitor and printer sot 

PC 1512 Keyboard ■* colour man-llor sel 

PC 1512 Keyboard + moiro monitor set 


£3.95 

8100 

C3.95 

8101 ' 

£5.95 

8102 

£5.95 

8103 

£3.95 

8105 

£11.95 

6104 - 

C9.90 

8134 - 

£9.90 

8135 - 


Binder 

Add £3 lor Europe & Eio/£7 tor Overseas 


£4,95 


8108 


Reeders an Eu rope (irtc. Eire) A Over seas ptsau 


idd £2 per tern unteet otorari** indicated 

TOTAL 


PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS 

Send to: Amstrad Computer User, FREEPOST, Europe House 
Adlington Park, Adtingion, M a cel as Held SKiO 5NP 
(No stamp needed f posted In UK) Please aiiow 28 days for delivery 
Ordor at any lima of the day or night 


Fax Orders; 
0625 079360 

Orders hyProsigl: 

Key *69, then 614564353 

MictQUnkfTeiecom Gold 

72'MAGOOI 

Telephone Orders: 0616 S79920 


Don't forget to give your name, address and credit card number 


ENQUIRIES ONLY: 0625 S7994Q 9am-5pm 


Pleaso indicate method of payment (*/) 

| _ | Ao^&.'M^ercKerga'Eurocard'Rardaycand/V sa 

. .. .. . i n 

Sig^alure - 


Expiry date 

/ 


1 1 111 


Cheque made payable la Arrslrad Computer User 
Name _ 


Address- 


ACU3 
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The Least 
Significant Bit 

AMSTRAD deals with a lot of software companies. They often 
bundle software with machines, be it 17 games with a Spec¬ 
trum or an integrated system for the PC. The supplier has to 
agree that certain conditions will be met, and in turn Amstrad 
agrees on how it will be sold. Once the legal process begins 
more and more clauses get written in. 

But only one program has a non-defamation clause. I'd usu¬ 
ally have thought it a little pointless for a company to insist 
that its customer does not slag off a product which it in turn is 
selling. That is until you find out what it is, l r m not going to risk 
telling you, just that it rhymes with roadster. 

RTFM. It's a phrase you come across in the less polite 
sectors of the computer community, Some say it stands for 
Read The Firmware Manual, some for Read the FlippirT 
Manual, and some say it stands for something similar. Now 
there is a sequel to RTFM; TSM YO-YO, pronounced Tee Ess 
Em Yo-Yo. It stands for something along the lines of Tough 
Stuff Mate You're On Your Own, and is particularly applicable 
to systems sold without support. 


Amstrad puts on a brave new front 

ANYONE who has been to Amstrad will know that the building 
is pretty tatty. Well, this is going to change. The reception is 
being extended and smartened up. It'll mean that David 
Radisic and Steve Ray- 
ment lose their parking 
places, but, as the picture 
shows, the place will look 
a lot better for it, It's a 
shame Amstrad couldn't 
afford an awning to go 
over the wire frame. 



Hoist by their own petard 

THE newest Amstrad Spectrum is the +3: Amstrad would 
want to call the successor a -1-4, but can't - Commodore has 
used that name. Still, Amstrad itself is partly to blame for this. 
It called the Arnold we know, and presumably love, the 464. 
Commodore would have called their machine the 164,264 or 
364 - depending on configuration. That was until the 464 was 
announced, with a bit of marketing back-peddling the 264 
became the +4, and the other machines were dropped. Small 
world isn't it? 




Fed up with the noise and the less-than-brilliant typeface? 
At a very low cost, you can convert this obsolete printer into a 
modern High-spec, machine with our 


INK-JET UPDATE . . . 

Draft, NLQ, Underline, Italic, Emphasised - all the modes you 
have ever wanted, plus 2k buffer, superior graphics modes, 

etc. 

No special skills or tools needed. 

Contact: 

IJU, 4 Church Circle, Farn bo rough, Hants GUI 4 6QQ 
or phone <0252) 510933 


JERSTAD IMPORT 


ENESTE REELLE 
ALTERNATE 
FOR NORSKE 
AMSTRADEIERE 


N-4448 GYLAND 
NORWAY 

SE HER 


RAM UTVIDELSER 

TALESYNTET1SATOR 

DISK KJELPE PROGRAMME R 

REAL TIME CLOCK 

mirage Imager 

BUCANOT REGNSKAPSPROGRAM 


NORGES 

RIMELIGSTE 
DISKETTER 
TIL DIN AMSTRAD 
Kuo kr 45, - pr, stk 
ved kj8p sv 5 stykk 


SKRIV ELLER RING OSS 
TLF 043 76494 
BE OM KATALOG 


ADVERTISERS 

' INDEX 

Advanced Memory Systems . 

Advantage.,.... .... 

Am soft..,, . . 

Amstrad Computer Show. 

Analytical Engineering.... . 

Arc Education --............... 

Arnor . . .„. T . T .x. . .- 

. 25 

. . 14 

37 

. 10 

. 64 

.. 64 

.40 

Astronaln ...... . 

.. 64 

BBD Oust Covers ........ .. 

Srookesoft.,^, . .. 

Budgetsoft ...........................— 

Campbell Systems.. 

Communications Media. - 

Compumart..,,, .. . 

Comsoff. L , . 

.. 64 

. 56 

... ... 64 

. 66 

. 34 

. 75 

.... 16 

Connect Systems ... 

. - 44 

Cyca ................ 

E&J Software ... 

Hi-Soft .. 

HSV Computer Services . 

IJU ... . . . . 

.. 58 

. 64 

.. 37 

.. 22 

. 74 

Jackson Computers... .. 

Jerstad Imnort . . . 

. 64 

. 74 

LCL Educational Software ........... 

Meridian Software .... 

M mrnLi n k .. .. 

. 56 

. 42 

.. 26 

Micronet 800 .. 

Mirrrnwi rr . * . 

.. .. . 49 

..9. .9 9,. 9. .9 42 

MJC Supplies . . . .... 

Nemesis . ._.. . 

... 32 

... 4 , 64 

Ocean Software .... . 

O.J. Software ... 

R a i nb 1 r rl 

. 8,9,12,76 

... . .. 4 

Romantic Robot . ... 

RSD Connections.,... .. . 

School Software . .. . 

Selec Software .. 

... 21 

. 22 

.. 42 

54 

Seven Stars Publishing .. 

Sirp*n Snftuufirfi 

.... 54 

. . 9 9 9 . 1 5 

“h—sP 1 1 ■ 1 H-r PIT? t* ■ .. i i ■ i ■ ■ i r i p i ■ 

Star Mirrnnin^ . 

. . ... 7 

U L □ 1 1 W 1 ■ V# ■ 'V ■ 1 ■ r- J,. LL LJ HJ L. ■■ .. .9 .9 . 

Tasman .. . r ,. 

.. 62,63 

TMOAI Tukhaim . . . 

. . . . . .. . 56 

Virgin Games . . . . ,, . 

. 2 


Psgt; 74 
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NEW LOWER PRICES AND... 
EVEN BETTER SERVICE! 

NOWALL Goods Despatched SAME DAY by IstCLASS POST-FREE! 


PRINTER RIBBONS 


Genuine AMSTRAD Primer Ribbons... 
Setter Quality-Lower Price! 





NEW PCW CARBON . 

STANDARO PCW . . 

DMP 2000/3000 . 


All Ribbons-POST FREE? 

Please Specify Printer when Ordering 


PAPER 


High Quality 11% Stf" 
COgsffl Weight 
MiCro-Perf al Round 

2000 3heel* 


ONLY 

£ 14.95 

Post Free! 


PCW SOFTWARE SPECIALS 


LOCOMAIL (Artisoft) 

THE MAIL MERGE PROGRAM. 
LOCOSPELL (Artisoft) 

THE SPELLING CHECKER _ 


£34 

£34 




NEWSDESK INTERNATIOMAL 
(The Electric Studio) 

THE DESKTOP PUBLISHING SYSTEM— 
SUPERCALC 2 (Artisoft) 

THE SPREADSHEET __ 

MASTERFILE 8000 (CampbefJ Systems) 
THE DA 7A BASF _ 


FREE! Blank Disk with each of the shove 
Software Specials 


PCW STARTER PAK 


New Low Price! 

ONLY :13'95 

’”“£ 24-95 

Posl Free 1 


Genuine AMSOFT CF2 3^ Microdisks from the UK’s 
largest supplier. 

fCF2 Disks are for CPC £ PCW Machines). 
CERTIFIED 100% ERROR FREE 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
• INDIVIDUALLY CASED 

USE IN 1st and 2nd DRIVE (on PCW! 

Excellent Value ONLY from Compumart 
Phone tor Quantity Discounts. 


10 CF2 Disks 
1 AMS 20L Bom 
2000 Sheets o\ Paper 
1 PCW Carbon Ribbon 

SAVE ALMOST 

Hii 


'Special Pak Price 

£ 49.95 


Post Free! 


EW IN STOCK 


High Quality PVC 
Dust Cover Set t for pcwj 


£ 9.95 


HowtoOrder.. 


>■ 




Simply lie ygyrgrter name arc 1uV address wrh a 
etiwor pm -jrttaf Imape pnaGett Cnmpim^t. and 
(ffitf-uur address. cppcsilB or.- 
^hcnE-a^ of oyr Sgrcfer Imps ]&4 IttUfSt and Order 
jsing yw credri end Please give yaur lull fiairse and 

Phme number. details ct your wm and 
tie name of magazine you are ordering From 
All goods m Lsuplly despatched — 
ISICI^SEHSI- FRE£ OF CHAFjG? 

For SPEEDY ^ARANTEED NEXT m DELIVEHr t-V 
SEClHJCOF 3 lea» a-dd JUST £5 in total 


fte welcome dittos written pyahase orders pics, 
gcvemmfsnl gne etxaliorat ^StatiiShrrants etc. &oc<s 
mil be dftspifcheti gn receipt til order, 2S day ittweste wil- 
lolkj*. 

Cvorsea orders, please daducl VAT (is^lhn add 
lor air mail *nd insurance. (All oaifnHrtt m £ 
siding). 

All price? cdmte'VAT, Wees and delivery subject to 
availatiiipi,-. Ail goods tultr-^uarameed. 


I LD mpumar 

A GREAT DEAL MORE-FOR A GOOD DEAL LESS! 

COM PUMARTDeptAMU Unit 8-Falcon Street 

Loughborough ■ Letcs ■ LEU IEH 

X 0509-2622591233B93 {266322 



























What if you could buy all these hit games in a special pack for the price of one 
Wouldn’t that be fantastic? 

And what if there was an extra FREE game included-say the bestselling 
martial-arts simulation "Yie Ar KungFu" Wouldn’t that be sensational? < 


It's called 



you 

can buy 

_____ ' ton 
A Pan+pnl CtrAAf. M/*'inr'h,fic+£ir * M9 lealfanhnnp f1A1-A39 ■ Tp|pX" AAQ977 


Anfl of course it’s courtesy of 


SPECTRUM, 
AMS TRAD. 
COMMODORE 
CASSETTE 









































